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THE 

PREFACE. 
RT A ving a paſſionate Love 
"a for my Country, a Zeal 
for Honeſty, V ertue, and 
Religion, and a Dateſta- 
tion for Knaves of all 
Kinds, I cou'd not help communica- 
ing the following Thoughts; but yet 
having as mean an Opinion of my 
own Performance as any body, and 
never before venturing to appear at- 
ter this Manner in the World, I firſt 
gave a fight of the Manuſcript to ſe- 
veral Friends, who perſwaded me 
to print it, as a Treatiſe which might 
be of Service to the Publick ; yet not 
depending on their Judgment alone, 
| apply'd my ſelf to a famous Au- 
thor, a Member of Parliament, that 
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of late Years has made himſelf} 
very Remarkable by his Writings, 
who after a mature Conſideration, 
the Book (at his earneſt Requeſt)! 
being left ſome Weeks with him, 
ſeem'd very much to approve of the 
Work, not only in bare Words, but 
in a more extraordinary Way, by 


taking great Pains in making an Ab- 


ſtract of it, which he ſhew'd me; but 
what Uſe he will make of that Ab- 


ſtract, or Copy of the Book, which 
] believe he has, except ſome few 
Additions fince, whether in the Par- 


lament Houſe, or out of it, I can- 


not tell; however, this for ſome 
Reaſons neceſſitated, as well as en- 
courag'd me to let it fee the light. 

Theſe were the Motives for pub- 
liſhing this little Book, very little 
in reſpect of the copious, and 
weighty Subjects it ventures to treat 
off. But now for the Objections 
which 1 have often heard againſt all 
Undertakings of this kind ; 
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1e Firſt, That there is ſuch an uni- 
Jverſal Degeneracy, or Corruption of 

our Manners, and Morals, that the 
Age has no taite of, or will reliſh any 


Thing of this Nature. 


Secondly, That the Perſons I de- 


claim againſt, ſuch as knaviſh Laws 
Jyers, Stock-jobbers, Oc. are fo for- 


midable for Number, Riches, and 


Power, that tis great Vanity to think 
3 ſuch a feeble Eftort as à little Pam- 


phlet, writ by a poor obſcure Aus 
thor, can any ways ſhake the ſtrong 
Foundations they are fixt on. 
Thirdly, That "tis alſo as great a 
Folly, for any one who has a mind 
to be an Author, to choote ſuch a 
Subject as will make the moſt nume- 
rous and powerful Part of Mankind 
his Enemies ; and the other part 
(who ſeems to lament the Evil of the 
times) but lukewarm Friends, who 
think at beſt ſuch Subjects are dry, 
dull, and already worn threadbare. 
But as all Authors have ſome Ends 
A 3 in 
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in writing, and moſt People will al- ff 
low no other Ends but either getting & 
Money by the Sale of their Works, 
or Preferment, and ſometimes both; 
ſo the Aim of theſe Writers muſt not 
be ſo much what is beneficial to their 
Country, as what will anſwer the 
Ends beforementioned ; therefore 
thoſe in Power muſt be compliment-/ 
ed, their Vices ſooth'd, and all Things 
ſaid to go very well. 
Notwithſtanding theſe Diſadvan- 
tages, I had a ſecret Impulſe, thatfr 
'twas my Duty (let others think andi 
act as they pleaſe) to declare what III 
knew of our Diſtempers; as much as 
in me lay to be an Advocate for theſ t 
Miſerable and Oppreſs'd, and to the 
utmoſt of my {mall Skill, ſearch the 
national Wounds to the bottom, let 
the Inciſions be never ſo deep; and 
whoever deſpiſes this Book, or treats 
it with the utmolt Contempt, may 
know, if they will, that God's Arm 
1s not ſhorten d, nor his Power leſ- 
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1- Ken'd, for if he pleaſes, he can now, 
she hath formerly, by mean Inftru- 
ents bring great Events to paſs, to 
; Iwhoſe good Providence we muſt leave 
he Succeſs of all our Endeavours. 
1r This Book being writ in loſe Pa- 
he pers, ſome of which were through 
reICareleſneſs omitted in the printing, 
t-Jtherefore the Reader is defired to 
2Siiturn to the Appendix at the later end 
of the Book, when he comes to each 
n-Jof the following Pages; Page 39, 
at read Numb, 1. in the Appendix. 
ndJPage 92 NO. 2. Page 101 N. 3. Page 
t 1113 Ne. 4. Pape 124 N“. 5. 
as} The Reader is defird to excuſe 
he the litteral Miſtakes of the Printer. 
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THOUGHTS 


O N. 
TRADE, 


AND A 1 


| Publick Spirit, Sc. 


RE .MIGHTY God, in his unt 
great Wiſdom, gave diffe- b Trade 


ent Products, or Bleſſings nee bs 

to moſt Nations; and this 1 8 
cou'd not be otherwiſe, 
according to the Eternal 
Laws of Nature which he 
has eſtabliſh'd : For as Nations are ſituated 
in different Climates, of Heat and Cold, 
c. their Productions muſt conſequently 
be alſo different as to Kjzd and Value; 

and this God ordain'd to promote Indu- 
ſtry, Commerce, and mutual Correſpon- 
dence between the Inhabitants of one 
B Coun- 


2 


Of Companies in Trade. 
Country and another, and ſo to cultivate 
Friendſhip, Religion, Learning, Arts, ho- 
neſt Trade, and Gain amongſt Mankind, 


which is all that is truly valuable in this 
Life; and by this Men are diſtinguiſh*dF 
from other Creatures, in contributing to] 
each others Welfare; but that Man who 
thinks he is born for himſeif only, orf 
Company of Men that goes about to ob. 


ſtruct, or hinder this general Good, is an 
Enemy, or Enemies to the reſt of the Soci. 


ety, which is infinitely the greateſt Num. 
ber, and whoſe Proſperity ought chiefly to] 


be conſider'd ; for as Nation ſhou'd Trade 
with Nation, ſo all the Subjects of any par- 
ticular Nation, by their Birthrights, have 
equally a Title to Trade where they can 


with the beſt Advantage: This is undoubt- Þ 


edly the Grand Magna Charta that God 


has granted to the Children of Men, the] 
Charter of the whole World, where the Peo- Þ 


ple are all Incorporated. Then what ſhall 


we ſay to that Man, or 1 of” Men, 
ankind from 


who exclude the reſt of 
this common Benefit, and Monopolige any 
Branch of Trade to themſelves; they may 
as juſtly pretend to engroſs Sun. ſbine, or 
Rain: Were the common Bleſſings, and 


Benefits of Life, made by the great Crea- | 


tor for the Uſe of particular Societies, who 
are not One in a Million to the reſt of the 
Com- 


| Of Companies in Trade, | 
Community? No, certainly all Men in 
thoſe Reſpects are put upon an equal Le- 


vel by God, who like a bountiful and im- 


partial Benefactor hath given ſome Bleſ- 


„ing, in Common, and without diſpute 
Trade is One, which like his other Gifts is 
} rewarded more, or leſs, according to the 
good, or evil Uſe made of it; but for parti- 


cular Men to monopolixe Trade, is againſt 
the Laws of God, Nature, and the true 


Policy of all Nations. | 

This being premis'd, naturally leads us Hufe put 
to conſider the Abuſes put upon Trade in uad 
England, by Sets of Men call'd Governors, * 


Deputy - Governors, Directors, &c. exclu- 
ſive of the reſt of their Fellow Subjects. 


If /alus Populi eft ſuprema Lex, be agreed 


to by every one, why do we ſuffer ſuch no- 


torious Encroachments upon this Divine 


Law, by certain Numbers of Men who 


love no body but themſelves, and like 


Conjurers, draw Circles about them, and 
give to the Devil all that are without, But 


to come to Particulars, we will take notice 
of ſome Branches of Trade almoſt loſt, and 

others utterly ruin'd by being put upon this 
falſe Bottom, by ſelf-deſigning Perſons : 
For Example, the African Trade, which Eranele, 


was firſt diſcover'd by Sir Nicholas Criſpe ** Dab 
C. 


a Trade that brought us Gold, Ivory, 


Slaves, &c. for ſuch Trifles as Bends, Bu- 
B 2 gles; 


3 
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gles, and fooliſh łnick knacks; but preſent. 


ly this rich Trade was veſted in a Compa 
ny, and ſuch a vaſt Reputation it had, that 


from a Hundred Pound a Share, it riſe to 


Four Hundred and Eighty, and this was 


the time for the Managers to get EſtatesF 
by ſelling Shares; but after they had made 
their Market this way, they took ſo little ' 


. ͤ!)T—T— ny oY OW 


care of the Trade which might have been? 
o beneficial to the Publick, that by their 


Avarice, Negligence, ill Management, 
and leaving it Unguarded, the French, 
Dutch, & c. have got into it, ſo that at laſt Þ 
the Hundred Pound Shares fell from Four Þ 
Hundred and Eighty, to Forty Shillings, to 
the DeſtruQtion of the Trade, and many 
Families, and now *tis in a manner for e- 
ver loſt to the Kingdom. So was the Fate 
of the Hudſon's Bay, Whale Fiſhery, Spice] 


Trade, Ec. 


From tle From this Corruption of Companies in Þ 
Corrupti- Trade, breeds the Vermine call'd Stock- 
jobbers, who prey upon, deſtroy, and dif- Þ 
Trade pro- COUrage all Induſtry and honeſt Gain, for Þ 
geeds the no ſooner is any Trading Company erected, Þ 


on of Com 
panies in 


Btock. job. 


bers, Or any villanous Project to cheat the Pub- 
lick ſet up, but immediately tis divided in- 
to- Shares, and then traded for in Exchange Þ 


Alley, before *tis known whether the Pro- 
ject has any intrinſick Value in it, or no; 
if there is any real Value (which very few 

| | Of 
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of them ever had) the Conſequence of 1! Con/e- 


Stock- jobbing it is, that inſtead of carryin 
on the Delign by Art and Labour, which 
is wholly neglected, all the wicked Arti/ice 
is us'd (of which theſe Gentlemen are great 
Maſters) to put a counterfeit Value where 
there is no real one, and ſo in effect pick the 
Blind, Unwary, Ignorant Peoples Pockets. 
Ika Deſign was never ſo ſolid to promote 
© Induſtry and Trade, Stock-jobbing will 
effectually damn it in its Infancy. 
Again, if a Trade was never ſo proſperous, 
and long ſtanding, Stock-jobbing will at laſt 
prove fatal toit; for when theſe National 
b Pick-pockets have the handling it, there is 
no farther need of venturing their Money in 
Ships and Cargoes to the fartheſt Part of 
the World, but to Cruiſe and Pyrate in Ex- 
change Alley, where they meet with vaſt 
Numbers of Prizes: Tis abominable to ſee 
the Royal Exchange, the nobleſt Burſe in Eu- 
rope, which ought to be a Palace for Princes, 
for ſo may the Honourable Merchants be 
call'd, turn'd into a Den of Thieves. | 
What chiefly ſupports the Kingdom , 
are thoſe honeſt Trades, and fair way of 
Merchandize that the Stock-jobbers had 
never the handling of, viz. the Turkey, 
Weſt India, Spaniſh, Portugal and Baltick, 
but if any one wiſhes the Deſtruction of 


theſe Trades, and this Country into the 
B 3 Bar- 


jobbing. 
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Bargain, let *em contrive to erect 'em in. 
to Companies, divide them into Shares, 


and fo conſequently Stock-jobb *em, and 


then they will do their Buſineſs effectually. 
Suppoſe the Newcaſtle, or Colliery 


Trade, which is a Nurſery for our Navy, 


and the beſt Samen in the World, had been] 
erected into a Company, and fo Stock-jobÞ'd, 


what would have come of it ? 

Funds, Ho theſe Companies, Funds, and Stock- 
c Stock jobbing have ruin d perſonal Credit, ſo ne- 
zobbing the ceſſary for the Support of Trade, and ma- 
Ruin , ny Families, let all the World judge; for as 
8. the Body Politick may be compar'd to the 

Body Natural, fo the Coin of a Kingdom 
may be compar'd to the Vital Blood in the 
Body of a Man, which if it lodges only in 
one part, and does not duly circulate 
throughout the whole, cauſes Pluriſies, 
Apoplexies, Convulſions ;, and, in ſhort, 
endangers, or deſtroys the Conſtitution ; 
for betore theſe unchriſtian Ways of Trick- 
ing and Cheating our Neighbours were 
us'd, and People were not tempted to let 
their Money run in theſe corrupt Channels, 
there were ſome Compaſſion and Humanity 
to be foun1, or at leaſt moſt People, rather 
than let their Money lie dead by them, wou'd 
venture to lend it to ſome honeſt Trade. 
man, or any hopeful Fellow to improve for 
them, which was of that Dona 0 


Benefit, 
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that the Perſon to whom 'twas lent, was 


often made by it, and the Lender had Ho- 
| eſt Intereſt for his Money. But now the 
! Caſe is fo alter'd, that 'tis Ridiculous to 


talk of borrowing Money on Perſonal Se- 
curity, if a ſmall Sum wou'd fave a Max 
and his Family from utter Deſtruction, 


and the Lender run little or no Riſque. 


Let all Mens Experience ſpeak as to the 
Truth of theſe Hardſhips, and fatal Misfor- 


tunes brought upon the Midling, Induftri- 


ous, and poor Sort of People by theſe Muck- 
Worms, together with the infinite Number 
of Bankrupts, and broken Tradeſmen ; the 
Goals in the Kingdom cramb'd full of miſer- 
able Debtors, are too many mournful Evi- 
dences. 

Tis incredible to conceive the Wealth 
that ſhou'd be employ'd in honeſt Trade, 
diverted into this Channel, and wholly 
apply'd to this curſed way of Gaming, 
and by what deviliſh Arts they ſupport 
it, to the abuſing the Government as well 
as the People; for like the late French 
King, in lowring and raiſing the Value of 
his Coin, and ſo plundering his Subjects, 


} theſe worthy Gentlemen, the Szock-job- 
bers, by forg 1755 falſe News, raiſe and fall Spreading 
the Stocks, all the Commodity they deal in, fa N, 
for when their Hands are full, then they of the Ave 


are pleas'd to afford the Nation very good 7 ao 


B 4 News, 
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News, and fo raiſe them as high as ever 

they can, and then diſpoſe of them; in a 

Day or two afterwards there is a ſudden 

Turn of Affairs, and we have diſmal Ti- 

dings, for which they never want Vouchers, 

and ſo fall Stocks Five or Six # Cent. more, 

ar leſs, for them to buy in again: Nay, 

ſome of theſe Fellows have the Confidence 

to deal for Thouſands of Pounds in theſe 
Stocks, tho? they have not a Groat of their 

own, beyond the Impudence of a Levant- 

ing, or ſharping Gameſter, lo ſets a great 

Sum of Money on a Throw of the Dice 
without a Penny in his Pocket, only ven- 

ftturing a kickizg againſt a round Sum, 

Srock- But what is more aggravating, is, that 
Bade theſe wretched Men thrive beſt when the 
thrives beſt Nation is in a Ferment, in times of Mar, 
in tine Rebellion, and fublick Calamity , which 
bellion, they make a Market of, to vent their Lies 
and put and Cheats in, which are of that malignant 
miry, Nature, that as it poiſons the People, fo it has 
| a very bad and dangerous Effect on the Go- 
vernment, becauſe as moſt weak People take 

Stocks to be the Weather Glaſs of the State; 

and as they Ebb or Flow, Riſe or Fall, fo 

they judge of the Health or Sickneſs of the 
Publick, by Conſequence when the Stocks 

Sinks fub- Are low, or run down ; Navy, Victualling 
ek Cx edit. Bills, and other publick Credit languiſhes, 
| and bears a great Diſcount ; this has a very 
1 HS 4 per- 
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pernicious Influence, for they who have 
thoſe Bills, and want their Money before 
their Bills come in courſe to be paid, or 


doubt by the ill Situation of Affairs they 


will never be paid, oblige, or frighten them 


ſo, as to ſell at great Loſs ; and when they 
| agree upon any zew Contraft, make this 


Diſcount as an Argument to enhance the 


Price of their Goods, and ſo the Govern- The Go. 
ment ſuffers conſiderably, befides the dif- , 


as well as 


couraging of the People, and ſpoiling Trade wes, 
by theſe Forgeries; and no doubt of it, to u te.. 
buy up theſe Bills is ſome part of theſe Gen- . 
tlemens Traffick, which 1s a Trade no bet- jobbing 
ter than thoſe Rogues have, who when 1%. 
their Neighbours Houſes are on Fire, run 
away with their Goods; and who knows, 

| ſeeing Riots, Inſurrections and Rebellion, 

are ſo gainful to theſe Sort of Men, they 

may not have ſome hand in ſtirring them 


up, or at leaſt keeping them up, by /pread- 


ing ſeditious Rumours; this is certain, they 


contribute greatly to them one Way, that 
is, by bringing Poverty and Confuſion on 


| the Kingdom. 


*'Twou'd fill a large Volume to write a full Zy ſufer- 
Hiſtory of all their Rogueries, and what bad ie Stock: 
Conſequence it is to the Kingdom, but this I &;.. — 
ſhall obſerve, that by ſuffering theſe Villa nies aer 


ariſe many other Cheats in different Shapes, 2 


tho' all Off-ſprings of thoſe curſed Parents, Shapes a- 
| {ſuch riſe. 
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ſuch as Project calculated only to amuſe the Þ 
Publick, which of late Years we have had F 
plentiful Crops, and every Seaſon is too 


4Lif of fruitful of them; for Inſtances, the Royal 
Frojets. Linnen Mamifattory Project, the Salt Pe. 
tre, the Paper, the Mine Adventure, the 
Late-ſ/ring, the Diving, the Dipping, the 
Japauning, the Venetian Mettal, and great 
Numbers more ; but lately, as if the Devil 
had a mind to deal with us by wholeſale, 
a vaſt Number of Inſects, numerous as the 
Egyptian Locuſts, ſet up Lotteries, and 
Lotteries Offices for the Improvement of ſmall Sum, 
= Paget Money for the Benefit of the Poor; and 
Inprove- they had fuch Emulation of each other, 
-_ of that ſtriving who ſhou'd offer the largeſt 
for the Be. Advantage to the ignorant People, in or- 
nefic of the der to gull them of their Money, they came 
. at laſt to propoſe, that whoever put in but 
Ten Shillings by prudently withdrawing it 
out, and putting it in again, a Man ſhou'd 
get Five Hundred Pound in one Tear, fo 
groſs they thought the Peoples Underſtan- 
dings to be thus horridly impos'd on ; but 
ſo it was, for by a modeſt Calculation, 
within the Bills of Mortality, the poor Peo- 
ple were in a manner robb'd by theſe Mif- 
creants of above a Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds; and they had not been down to 
this Day, but the Coarſeneſs of the Villany 
grated to hard on the Populacy, that they 


Were 
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| were going, to ſet Fire to all their Houſes 
therefore the Devi / was reſolv'd for the fu- $7 
ture to appear more like a Gentleman, and 
now has begun to /iquor his Boots, and ſets 
up for an Oil Projector, and has writ ſeve- 
ral learn'd Treatiſes on this Subject, and 
very modeſtly calls every Man a Fool or 
Nuavde that has not a mind to let him fin- 
ger their Money; but till this laſt Cheat 
is blown up, as all the reſt have been, 
perhaps we may not have a new one, tho? 
we us'd to have ſeveral at a time upon 
the Axvi/, * but the Times now will not *Thercare 
admit of above one grand Cheat in a Year, eo, 
! which is ſufficient, with the help of the fange 
| Devil, Companies, Stock-jobbers, and 0-dell'd t 
ther Retailers, in Miſchief, to ruin the .““ 
Nation if not timely remedied. 
| Tt ſeems worthy of Obſervation to ſee 
how theſe Projectors manage their Mat- 
ters. 
Vit, The Projector finds out ſome fair- The Me- 
fac'd Project, ſuch as getting Silver out of "ag of 
the Mountains in Wales, Salt Petre from manage 
Bun-. hill, or Tom-Turds-fields, Oy! from , beir Mat- 
e and many ſuch like. . 
Secondly, He procures an Act Parlia- 
ment, or Patent. 
_ Thirdly, Takes a large Houſe, makes a 
great Figure, opens Books for Subſcriptions, 
propoſes prodigious and incredible Advan- 
4 | | tages 
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1 12 Of Projedors. | 
tages to all that will venture their Money 
14 to carry on his Project. 
1 The Fourth Thing the Projector does, is 
[| to engage ſome totßing Dons to ſubſcribe 
Wi large Sums : Thele topping Dons are made 
| Uſe of as the Projector's *Decoy-*Ducks, to 
draw in other People ; but they ſeldom pay F 
Six-pence, or venture Six pence ; or if they 
do pay any Money openly, *tis privately 
return'd to them by the Projector. 
Theſe Decoy-Ducks ſet the Wheel a go- 
ing; they generally employ Brokers on the 
Exchange to cry up the Reputation of the 
Project; if the Shares ſell well, the Decoy- 
Duc s (ell out, pay the Projector what they 
ſubſcribed for, and often get Hundreds, or 
Thouſands of Pounds by Virtue of Pimp 
alle Pimp; or at worſt, whatever the Shares 
{ell for, they can but divide the Spoil with 
the Projector, for *tis all clear Gains. 
C:rrying Theſe are ſome of the general Methods 
on 2beir and Rules Projectors ſteer by, beſides many 
. ” other Tricks and Rogueries, as Publiſhing 
Cheats and Books and Advertiſements, which, tho' 
Veceis. they are ſtuft with monſtrous Abſurdities, 
Hyberboles, and Lies, yet with ſuch a 
Quackiſh Cant as always deludes and car- 
ies away great Numbers of lilly People to 
a Credibility, as proves often fatal to them; 
but as this weak and unthinking Part of 


Mankind are commonly dazled with 
Shew, 
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. Shew, eaſily impos'd upon by a View of 


vaſt Profit, without examining into the 
Probability or Poſſibility of the thing pro- 
poſed, ſo a Stop, in my humble Opinion, 
ought to be put to this vile Way of Cheat- 
ing the Vulgar fort of People. I know 't is 
often ſaid, That if People will be fo fooliſh 
and credulous as to be gulPd out of their 
Money by knaviſh and ridiculous Projects, 
and Stock-jobbing, and never be warned, 
let them take it for their Pains ; yet this, 
with Submiſſion, is no right Way of Rea- 


ſoning ; for *tis our Duty, , as Chri- Our Duty 
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ſtians, ſecoxdly, as we love and value the binder 


Publick Good, to hinder thoſe by 


themſelves to Deſtruction. We ought to 
take the Knife out of any Man's Hands 
that is going to cut his own Throat, or pre- 
vent him from hanging himſelf, which Po- 


vert) and Deſpair are the firſt Steps to. Mad 


Mens Hands muſt be tied, that they might 
not do themſelves a Miſchief, as well as 
endanger others. The Publick Good, and 
Private, mult be conlider'd jointly together; 
for inſtance, A Man has ce tainly a Right 
to his own Money ſo far that his Prince 
cannot touch a Farthing of it, much leſs 
his Fellow Subject, but in a legal Way, and 


diſpoſe of this Money as he thinks fit with- 
out 


P | . 
all law- oy; 7 


ful Ways and Means, who are not fo wile from being 
as our ſelves, from ruining, or running. 
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out Controul; but yet this Rule is not 
without Exception ; for a Man ſhall not 
Game extravagantly, he ſhall not melt] 
down, nor otherwiſe deſtroy this Money, 
or above ſuch a Sum carry it out of the 
Realm; for tho? he has the Property of it, 
tis in one Senſe the Nation's Money, the 
King's Coin, fo it ſhould have as little] 
Miſuſe made of it as poſſible ; for this Mo- 
ney is not only to do him good, but it is 
to be handed to others for them to reap a 
like Benefit by, in the honeſt Way of Com- 
merce and Trade; ſo that well-meaning, 
working People, who by their Induft 
and Labour have got a little 3 
to keep them in a Fit of Sickneſs, or other 
Caſualties; ſhould have as much Reſtraint 
as ſuits with Juſtice and their own Good, 
laid on them, not fooliſhly to throw away 
that which they have been long getting by 
hard Labour, at once, in a villanous Pry 
jet, calculated only to impoſe on their 
Weakneſs and Ignorance. | 
But the But the main Buſineſs, and chiefeſt Care 
chief 3 4 of all, ought to be taken to put down (as 
** „ the Parliament did the Lotteries) or diſ- 
put a ſtop courage the knaviſh Projectors, at leaſt to 
7o 7-9/5 prevent them from ſetting up theit Whims 
which cre and Chimeras, with no other Deſign than 
pref! ty impoſe upon and rob, fooliſh innocent 
lick. People, and get Eſtates on the Spoils of 3 
Pub- 


ny Man to be hinder'd from dit 
his Property as he thinks fit; but the Par- 
liament did (as before ment ion'd) put down 
the Lotteries, which had encreaſed to ſuch 
Numbers, and roſe to ſuch a Pitch, as 
would have been the Ruin of Trade, and 
many poor Families, if a Stop had not been 


humble Submiſſion to that Auguſt Aſem- 
| bly, (if better and more effectual Means 
are not found out) I here propoſe Three, 
none of which are againſt Magna Charta. 


| criminal Stamp, and more eff 
than is now generally known, or under. 3 
ſtood to be in Force aga inſt them. And 
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| Publick. But forſooth, the Advocates for 
"the Projectors and Stock-jobbers pretend 
that *ris not in the Power of the Parliament 
to ſuppreſs Projects and Stock-jobbing ; for 


(fay they) 'tis againſt Magna Charta for a- 
ling of 


put to them. But with all Humility and 


Firſt, In regard thoſe deluſive Arts before 11:14: 


| deſcribed were unknown to our Fore-fa- buntly 

| thers, and therefore our Ancient Laws are ©' 

either defect ive therein, or ſo far doubtful, 250, Evil. 

as not to reſtrain, or ſufficiently diſcourage 

| ſuch Practices. 

lature will be pleas'd (as ſoon as convenient) 
particularly to diſtinguiſh them by ſome 331, 


That therefore the Legi/ ub 
Pojecta to 
be diſtin- 


ectual Law ſome cri - 
Stamp. 

in the mean time the Grand Juries, whoſe Grand ſu- 
Duty it is W enquire into, and Preſent all 7572 pre- 


ent them, 
Frauds and Nuſances, will no longer ever. I len 
look 
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look thoſe groſſer ones, and upon Detect iiof 
thereof, both the Projector and his Project 
to be ſtigmatiz d according to their De- 
merits, | | 

Secondly, That ifany Trading Company 
be ſet up by Virtue of a Charter, or any 
Project by Virtue of a Patent, and offer'd 
to be carried on according to the Modern 
Mode, by Opening Books, Taking in Sub- 
{criptions, dividing it into Shares, in order 
to be traded for in Exchange Alley,that grand 
Mart for Cheats of this fort; let there be 


No Trans- no Transfer allew'd : but if any Perſon, ei. 


ther Kzzave or Fool, will venture his Mo- 
ney in theſe Projects, let him take it to him- 
ſelf, for better or worſe, and not transfer 
his Trick or Folly from himſelf, and lay it 
upon another Man of a weaker Capacity ; 
no, *tis but reaſonable he ſhould only reap 
the Fruits of his own Adventure, whether 
in Profit or Loſs; let him be contented 
with the Hazard or Gain that axiſes from 
the Trade, or Project he has embark'd him- 
ſelf in. This would effectually fink or 
damn Stock-jobbing, of Courſe; this would 
make all Men very careful how they 
launched out into theſe Projects, to let Go- 
vernors, Deputy-Governors, and Director 
have the Fingering and Management of 
their Money. And if there weroany intrin- 
ſick Value in the Trade or Proje&, they 


would 
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would uſe all the Endea vours and Induſtr 
imaginable, to make the Trade, or Project, 
by honeſt Labour turn to Account : But 


17 


on the contrary, Buying and Selling of 


Shares, Transferring, or Stock. jobbing, ru- 
ins, and is a Bane to all Honeſty and In- 


duſtry. 

The Lacedemonians were ſo plagu'd and Lacede- 

pefter'd with theſe Projectors, that they 4 
made a Law, that all Projectors ſhould be prevent 
obliged to bring their Projects and Schemes Fn2vib 
to the Senate in one Hand, and a Halter 
in the other, that if their Project was not 
approv*d of, or found prejudicial to the Þ - 
My to be hang'd with their own Halter; 
but if Beneficial, to be rewarded according 
to the Benefit that might accrue to the Peo- 
ple by it: This brings me to the Third and 
laſt Head, to proceed by the Lacedemonian 
Method, excepting 1 

That if any Man by his Ingenuity, Stu- The Co- 
dy, or Travels, makes a new Diſcovery — 
in eArt or Nature, or produces any Scheme reward a- 
of Trade, &c. beneficial to the Publick, let v ah, ou 
the Government nobly reward him, and 4a 
then let it be made common, and all the be Pub- 
Nation have the Benefit of it. As for Ex- 1; 
ample, if Sir Nicholas Criſp, who firſt Fublick to 
diſcover'd the African Trade, had been well Ban, 1 p 
rewarded by the Government, and they fr. 
had immediately ſent Ships and Materi- 
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als to build Forts, and ſecur'd this Coaſt, 
and ſo let all Men that would, have tra- 
ded thither, the Wealth that they had 
brought into the Nation, with the Duties 
paid to the Government, would very well 
have enabled it to defend this Trade againſt 
the Encroachment of Foreigners, or the 
whole World, for then we ſhould have 
Millions of People, the united Strength of 
the Nation to ſupport it, inſtead of a few 
Covetous Mercenary Creatures, who have 
nothing, farther in their View, than by the 
vileſt Ways and Means to enrich them- 
ſelves and Families, let it be at the Nations 
or whoſe Coſt it will. 

The ſame Method would have prevent- 
ed the aboveſaid Cheats, and Lots of the 
Trades before-mention*d, and would have 
gain'd Us other vaſt Acquiſitions which we 
do not now poſſeſs. 

Obſerva- The Dutch have no Companies except 

_— the Eaſt-India Company, which is almoſt 

Ee univerſal; the whole Republick is in effect 
but one Company, which trades every 
where; They are more Publick Spirited 
than We, and chiefly conſider the General 
Advantage: "Thoſe wiſe People are not a- 
bus'd or cheated by Projectors and Stock- 
jobbers, | 

They do not in their Exchange, or Al- 
ſembly of Merchants, tolerate a mage! of 

oun- 
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Mountebanks to run up and down, and 
ery, Who buys Stocks, or Moonſhine? No, 
they compaſs the Globe by Trade and In- 
duſtry, and in the Space ofa little more than 
an hundred and twenty Years, from a Par- 
cel of poor Fiſhermen, have, by their Wiſ- 
dom and Publick Spirit, not only freed them- 
ſelves from the Tyranny of the greateſt 


Monarch then in Europe, defended them. 


ſelves many Years from him, and after- 
wards from the greater Power of France 
and Us together, but by well managing 
their Induſtry and Trade, notwithſtanding 
all theſe heavy Wars they were continually 
involv'd in, without inlarging their Terra 
Firma, have rais'd themſelves from a poor, 
diſtreſſed, and ſmall Beginning, to a great- 
er Pitch of Wealth and Power in ſo ſhort 
a Time, than the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, 
than any State or Common-wealth that is, 
or ever was in the World, and is almoſt a 
ſufficient Match for the greateſt Potentate, 
and all this with the Extent ofa very little 
Territory, no ManufaQory of their own 
Produce worth ſpeaking of, nor even ne- 
ceſſary for Life, to be found in their Coun- 
try for the tenth Part of the Inhabitants. 
Batavia, (if I miſtake not) was former- 
ly called Jacatra, and was once ours. We 
had the Spice Trade, the «African Trade, the 
Newfound-land, and Green-lang F Pons 
| Ca . 


19 


20 


The General Benefit of Trade. 


Hudſon's Bay, Ic. Now I ſubmit to the] 
Judgment of all the thinking Men in the! 
Nation, the immenſe Value of theſe Trades, 


and whether the Poſſeſſion of them at thi; 


Remarks 
upon the 
French 
Prote- 
ftants. 


Day, with what we have, had not made 
us the moſt Rich and moſt Powerful People 
under the Sun? But all theſe J-wels were 
or are in a great Meaſure ſunk or loſt, for] 
want of a Publick Spirit, or, rather, in o. 
ther Words, by Folly, Avarice and Kna. 
very. 
| ſhall here take Notice of the ſenſeleſ 
Clamour againſt the French Proteſtants a. 
mongſt Us; I do not mean by thoſe pre. 
tended Proteſtants who are Enemies to the 
Reformation, as well as to their Country, 
I mean miſtaken People, who do not conſi- 
der that the Number of Inhabitants of any 
Country is the Wealth and Strength of ir, 
eſpecially Ingenious, Induſtrious, and Tra. 
ding People; ſuch as the Frexch Proteſtants 
generally are, How have our Manufa- 
Qtories been encreas'd and improv'd ſince 
they ſettled here? for Inſtance, Hats, 
Silks, Stuffs, Sc. which we formerly had 
from their own Country; and fo far have 
they been from being a Detriment to us, or 
underworking our Handicrafts and Tradeſ- 
men, that the Price of Labour has encreaſt 
proportionably to our Improvements ; our 


Revenue has been much augmented ; and 


being 
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being in a Manner baniſh'd and made ir- 


reconcilable to their native Country, have 
made this their natural Soil; where they 
enjoy the Freedom of their Religion and 
dee; equal with Engliſhm 


en; ſo that in 
Intereſt, Inclination, and Gratitude, for 
the Sanctuary we have afforded them, they 


are as Loyal Subjects to King GEORGE, 
and our preſent Settlement, as any Engliſh- 
nan, and ready upon all Occaſions, in Time 


of Danger, to ſtand by, and ſtrengthen the 


Hands of the Government with the Hazard 

of their Lives and Fortunes, which in ma- 

ny paſt Inſtances they have demonſtrated, 

and in the late Rebellion were ready to do 
again, if the Word had been given. 


Before I have done with this Head upon 


Trade, I ſhall quote the N N of a 
Learned Author upon that Subje 

beautiful Deſcription of our Iſland, and the 
' Advantages given us above others, by God 


and Nature, vis. 


, and his 


© Since Trade, the Converſe with the 


World, is the honeſt Way to ſtrengthen 


© and enrich a Nation, and the great Diſ- 


| © courager of Idleneſs and Debauchery, c. 
We being ſituated by Nature, and Gent- 


* uſſes proper for it, ought to make it our 


© Study to manage it to its higheſt Capacity 


© of Improvement ; which it we would in 


d earneſt purſue, War it ſelf would be of 
C 3 « ſuch 
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ta, t hitber 
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ple reſort, 6 
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ſuch Advantage and Security to us, that 
we ſhould not only be out of Danger from] 
our Enemies, but command the Trade of 
the World; and on the contrary, if that] 


! ä:—— MR ah © 


be neglected, all the Miſeries Attendants | 


on Slavery and Poverty, that ſhall happen] 
to the Nation, may be aſcribed to our 


own Improvidence and Inactivity. 


We contradict the received Maxim, | 


That Men will attempt any thing for Ad- 


vantage, whilſt we neglect proper Me. 
thods for improving and encouraging | 
Trade; for no greater Advantage can | 
flow from any Fountain, or proceed from | 


any Faculty upon Earth, than from that; 


for where Trade is there will be Imploy- F 


ment; where Imployment is, thither will 


People reſort; there will be a Conſump- 


tion of Commodities, and thereby the 
Publick Revenue will be increaſed : So 
that would we once make Trade to flou- 
riſh, we need not doubt but People from 
all Parts of the Univerſe would reſort hi- 
ther to enjoy themſelves, and improve 
their Stocks, 

* We ſee every Day, that the convenient 
Situation of any Eſtate gives an Eſtimate, 
and raiſes its Purchaſe ; and without Con- 
venience, Life it ſelf would be but a meer 


* Spiration, ſcarce worth the Valuing ; then 
© ſure Exgland ought to be valued and pre- 


« fer'd 
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*3 


| © fer'd to all Nations on Earth, having both 4 Peſerip- 


to ſo much Advantage. *Tis an Iſland Englond 
placed as a Center to the Circular Globe, : 
towards which, Trade may draw a Line 

from the whole Circumference ; *tis 

bleſt with a Moderation of every Ele- 
ment; no ſcorching Sun Negroes, nor fri- Ii di. 


mate and 
gid Zone benums its Natives, but a me- 77," 


dium Influence ſtrengthens and beauti- tante. 
fies its Inhabitants, Who are of regular 
Shapes; neither an unweildy nor Pigmy 
Breed, but fit to endure the Toils of War, 
or peaceful Labours on the Land; our 
Climate is ſo moderate, that the Sun nei- 
ther exhales, nor the Cold phlegmaticks 
the Spirituous Parts, but allows a Tempe- 
rature between both; ſo that our Native 
Fancies are neither too Airy for Conſide- 
ration, nor too Dull for Invention; its 7 Pro 
Soil is Mixture and Product ive; and 29/6 
where Barrenneſs appears on the Surface, kinds, 
the Bowels are inriched with Mines, Oc. 
No eAlpine Mountains, nor Holland 
Bogs, but a delightful Variety of Hills 
and Dales compaſs the Land; ſo that 
when the parching Sun burns up and 
chaps the higher Lands, the humble Mea- 
dows in a Verdure thrive; and when 
mi ny Show'rs drown the Lows, the 

* 


Hills watering very fruitful grow; 


* our Lands when till'd, produce a grateful 
Pc, 


Plenty 
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© Plenty in return to Labour; our Trees in 
general are lofty, and well top'd, afford 
© us all the Conveniences that we can ex- 
* pet; our Kjzely Oak ſo firmly ribs our 
* Ships, that they prove like Bulwarks to 
© the daring Foe, and our Fruits pleaſant 
© and uſeful for Support; our Cattle large, 
«© healthful, ſtrong, and numerous, which 
© are as good as the World produces, for 
Labour, or for Food; their Skins are 
firm, and of fo contracted Pores, that 

© better Leather is not to be found.: Our 
* Wooll is very good, and if duly regarded 
* would equal the boaſted Segoviz ; *tis the 
* Parent of our Chief Manufactures, and 
gives us a Plaudit in our Cloth, Bays, 
* Sayes, Serges, Ec. throughout the Uni- 
© verſe. We have Fowl in Plenty, and that 
* Plenty good. In the Boſom of our native 
Earth, are hid Riches, which are eaſily 
* obtain'd by the Artiſt and Laborious, as 
* Tin, Lead, Copper, Iron, Coals, Ic. Our 
Land is plentifully vein'd with Rivers, re- 
freſhing the Earth, affording Variety and 

Plenty of Fiſh. Nature has made fich a 
* Paradiſe of the Land, that we ſhow our 
* ſelves ungrateful to Divine Bounty, when 
* weare negligent of the Bleſſings it hath 
* liberally beſtow'd. In ſhort, the Nation 


T::Varie- ig a Verdure Field indented with Har- 


Harbours. 


* bours round, where our Ships, from their 
* Natural 
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Natural Situation, may ride out the tem- 


ſtuous Storm. 

* The Sea, by Providence, is a Wall 
round us, to defend us from the Pharaoh 
that would enſlave us; *tis Champion and 
Servant too, for by our Ships _—_—— 
its Waves, we ſend our Plenty out, an 
bring the Riches of the moſt diſtant Parts 
of the World into our Poſſeſſion. 

* How ought we to be grateful when we 
conſider the Bleſſings we do enjoy, and 
the Opportunities that are given us to im- 
prove them farther to our Advantage ? 
'Tis wonderful to think how ſeveral Sorts 
of Fiſh in vaſt Numbers at certain Sea- 
ſons, viſit our Coaſt by Divine Appoint- 
ment and Natural Inſtin& for our Suſte- 
nance, and Day by Day are ready not on- 
ly to furniſh us with Food, but alſo to be 


25 


Its Seas a- 
bound 
with Fifs, 


made Merchandize of to the Inriching of 


the Nation. 


Tis very obſervable, how Heaven bleſ- 
ſes us by the Courſe of the Wind, that 
commonly blows Weſterly for above 
half of the Year, which makes all our 
Cape Lands and Bays, oppoſite to the 
French and Dutch Coaſts, good Roads 
for our Ships to ride with Security ; for 


we are on the Weather, and; the French 


on the Lee Shore; beſides, our Anchor- 
hold is much better than either the French 


or 


England 

moſt com- 

monly a 

weather = 
e. 
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© or Datch, for we have generally a ſtiff 
* Clay, Chalk, or hard Gravel, whilſt the Þ 
* French have only hard Rocks, or looſe 
Sands; the Flemiſh and Holland more num. | 
ber of Sands on their Coaſt; their Water 
© of leſs Depth, and conſequently their 
Ports choaked up with Quick-Sands ; F 
when our Ships ride ſafe, even between 


LI 


Sa K 6 


our Sands by our Country's being a Wea- 
ther Shore. 


Thus in Epitome we ſee what a rich 
Heireſs with a vaſt Fortune we enjoy by 
the Gift of the Great Father of the Uni- 


verſe ; but we ſhould conſider when this 
Portion was given, Gratitude and Duty 
© were expected, that it might deſcend as a 
© Tointure to our Poſterity : But inſtead of 
© ſuch Returns, ungrateful we, by vicious 
© Lives, forget the Obligation from the 
* Donor ; and regardleſs of our preſent 
* Proſperity, neglect the Means to im- 
« prove the Talent intruſted to our Ma- 
nagement; but we cannot imagine, 
but that we ſhall e're long be called to 
© Account of our Steward-ſhips; and the 
greater our Truſt is, the greater will be 


a K „„ a 


expected our Improvement; ſo let us no 


© longer dally, bur ſeriouſly amend, and 
to our Power uſe the Means put into our 
Hands to make us proſperous, which can 
© be done by no honeſter Way than by 
$ Trade and Induſtry. And 
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And Trade is ſo Noble a Maſter, that 
it is willing to entertain all Mankind in 
its Service, and has ſuch Variety of Im- 
ploy ments adapt for every Capacity, that 
all but the Laſie may ſupport at leaſt, if 
not exrich themſelves; its Agents are e- 
very where Laborious and Induſtrious ; 
| | © by it our Britifh Empire will be inriched 
by Manufacturing and Improving our 
on and foreign Products, and be defen- 
| © © ded by the Increaſe of our Seamen and 
| © Shipping, which if duly imploy'd can ne- 
ver be too many, being always the Con- 
* veyors of our Riches as well as Strength 
| © of this Nation; as all the Happineſs and 
* Glory of England depends upon the En- 
{ © couragement and good Management of 
Trade and Navigation, ſo its Ruin and 
| © Confuſion muſt be the Conſequence of 
their Neglect. 
II s it not a Wonder that Schools, Uni- Scbool:,U- 
© verſities, Inns of Court, and Colleges, 2c“ I 
ſhoald be ſo careful to have Regulators Regula- 
and Inſpectors for the better Government 4%. 
© and Direction in their ſeveral Faculties, 
that are not in Compariſon with the Fruits 
of a duly regulated Trade, by which they 
© are all maintain'd; yet Trade, that gives 377 Tat; 
* Warmth and Motion to the Blood, and « unre- 
| * freſh Spirits to every Part of the N ation, Ede. 
from the meaneſt Cottage to the Royal 
| EY Throne, 
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© Throne, that provides under God our 
daily Bread, is in a Manner unregarded, F 
and without a due Inſpection, Regulation 


or Encouragement ? Notwithſtanding 


© this great Lady, (affecting Freedom and 
Security, hath no Inclination to continue 


© under the Arbitrary Power of France, nor 


© the uncertain Fate of Holland, with whom 


© ſhe hath reſided only as a Sojourner, tho 
© ſhe hath been very highly careſs'd and 
© embraced by them) is ready to eſpouſe 
© both our Intereſt and Nation, and with 
© herſelf bring in Dowry the Treaſures of 
© the World; if we would vouchſafe to 
give her a ſpeedy and kind Entertainment, 
© being, very ſenſible of the great Advan- 
© tage we might give her, by ſo abſolutely 
* ſecuring our free Enjoyment of Liberty of 
© Conſcience, that there might appear a 
© Certainty of its Continuance to Poſterity; 
and by having our Civil Rights and Pro- 
< perties maintain'd in their original Puri- 
* ty; fo that Juſtice ſhould be done without 
© Partiality, Delay or unconſcionable Ex- 
* pence, which now dayly preſſes every 
* Man concern'd in Law, relating to 
© Trade; the want whereof formerly de- 

* populated this Nation, both by diſcoura- 

F Bing ingenious Perſons from repairing 

© hither, and by forcing thoſe of our own 

© Country to ſeek Freedom and Juſtice 

« elſewhere, 
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| « elſewhere, and cramping the Induſtry of 
| © others that remained, by rendering them 
| © a Prey to each other; which deadly 
Wound did not end here, but Debauche- 
| © ry and Profaneneſs were encreaſed to ſuch 
4a Degree, that the Nation was diſſolved 
in Luxury and Intemperance, whilſt the 
| © French had the Wit to take the Advan- 
(tage of our Negligence, by encouraging 


© Induſtry and Commerce; (which all the 
© while we were labouring to overthrow 


and undervalue) by which Means chiefly 
© they are become ſo Potent and dange- 
© rous to all Europe. 


© How abſolutely neceſſary is it then, 
© that all poſſible Endeavours be made, (as 
* the Examples of our Neighbours ſucceſs- 
© ful Induſtry, and our own Sloth and 
Neglect ſufficiently warn us) to ſtudy 


© the ableſt Means and Methods for the 


© Improvement of Trade ? 

But to return, 'tis in vain to think of'7;;jnvain 
getting new Advantages, till we have the 4 think of 
Art, or Honeſty, to keep what we have$3,,"s, 
already got, or rightly to improve what vantage, 


. till wehave 
God and Nature has plentifully of our own 1 


Growth beſtow'd upon us, I mean our Fiſh and Hone- 
and Wool, Cloathing for the Bach, and Food for q be 
the Belly; theſe Two, and only theſe * 
Two, are more than ſufficient of them- ready got. 
ſelves, if rightly manag'd, to employ all 

our 


— 
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Ow Fiþ our Poor, recruit our Navy, bring us the v: 
nr beck Wealth of the World, and make us the 
nag'd, are moſt Potent and Happy People under the] 
fujicien Sun. Whatever French, or other ſlaviſ I o 
the great. Maxims, or Politicks may be, that to keep 4 
ef: People a People poor is the way to keep them quiet, Þ tc 
World, this bitter Pill, or Recerpt, will never down Þ 
| with Eugliſb Men, but work the quite contra. h. 
ry Effect, for they are People us'd to Liberty Þ tc 
and Plenty, and that Government in Exe. 
land that goes on theſe Schemes of Poverty I tl 
and Slavery, will always meet with terrible Þ ©: 
Oppoſitions and Diſturbances ; but if the] 
common People have Employment, and en- 
joy unmoleſted the Fruits of their Labour, 
*twould be impoſſible to delude or debauch 
the Minds of induſtrious People, fo as to 
create any Diſcontents, or make them un- 
eaſie under a Government where they live 
the moſt Happy of any Nation on the Face 
of the Earth, and cannot poſſibly change 
their preſent Condition, with any proba- 
bility, for a better. 

The Great Duke of MARLBOROUGH 
found this to be the Temper and Genius of 
moſt People, more eſpecially the Exgiiſh ; 
ſo that to obtain thoſe many Lazre/s he 
gain'd by his Glorious Actions, he paid, 
fed, and well chath'd his Men, without 
which, if he had been more than Human, 
he cou'd not have promis'd the leaſt Ad- 

vantage. 


nm 282 — Eu Fm . n ji nH mug mu DOI= 2 Q<e 


le 


— 
CD 


CS 00> " oo =&< wu ys. a 


V5 HW JW 20 au” 


* The General Benefit of Trade. 
vantage. The Ergliſh are not ignorant 
People; the meaneſt amongſt them hath 
ſufficient Knowledge to know when he is 
* oppreſt or wrong'd ; the moſt illiterate Sol- 
dier, or Sailor, knows exactly what is due 
to him for Wages and Vietuals, and the 
| moſt impatient to be wrong'd of that, tho? 
he will undergo all Dangers and Hardſhips 
to earn it. 


But to return to our Fiſh and Wool; as to 


the Fiſhery, what we did in former Days I 
cannot tell, but I ſuppoſe every one is con- 


vinc'd what we now looſe by our Neglect, 
by what our Neighbours get; if we are 
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willing to give away all our Herring Fiſhe- Loſt our 


ry, *tis ſtrange we cou'd not keep the Whale 


Fiſhery by 
our Negli- 


and Cod Fiſhery, which were of prodigious gence. 


Advantages to Exgland; but the Whale 
Fiſhery, as was obſerv'd before, was ruin'd 
by being hedg*d in, or monopolig'd by the 
Greenland Company, and the Newfoundland 
Fiſhery, having too much Trade upon our 
Hands, we beſtow'd that upon our ancient 
Friends and Allies the French. But if we 
cannot, or will not keep the Fiſhing of our 
Seas, or thoſe new Diſcoveries we make, 
to our ſelves, one wou'd think we ſhou'd 


Running 


keep our Wool, which keeps ſo many of#»7 p 


our Poor at Work, raiſes the Price of Lands, 
and is equally advantagious to Landlord 
and Tenant ; but we do not this, for if our 

N eigh- 


to France. 
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Neighbours, the French, will not come and 
fetch our Wool, we will carry it to them, all 
Laws to the contrary notwithſtanding. Let 
us conſider a little thedangerousConſequence 
of this, and Whether we do not feel it ſuf. 
ficiently already, by the Increaſe of our 
Poor, the Decay of the Moollen Mauufactory. 

The French has been our Rival and E. 
nemy for many Ages, but much more dan- 
gerous of late Years, ſince it grew a Trading 
Nation, and encreas'd in Naval Power to 
ſuch a Bulk in ſo ſmall a ſpace of Time, 
that no Hiſtory can parallel; but knowing 
by the Advantage of our Wool, we got the 
richeſt Trades in the World, vis. the Spa- 
iſh, Portugal, Turkey and German Trades, 
&c. Therefore wanting no Induſtry, or 
Craft, work'd upon ſome covetous and 
wicked People amongſt us, and clandeſtine- 
ly got our Woo! from all Parts of the Three 
Kingdoms, which together with the Spa- 
z#iſh that they have Plenty of, bids fair to 
undermine us 1n all the aforeſaid Trades, 
and as it were, lays a political Siege to this 
Nation, deſigning to Ruin us by the Hands 
of our own Poor, hoping to do that by Cun- 
ning which they cannot do by Force. Tis 
miraculouſly ſtrange, that the Wiſdom of 


our Legiſlature can find no ſufficient Reme- 


dy for this Evil, of Running our Wool to 
France. I am afraid this Myſtery of Ini- 


quity 


| 
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quity is deeper than vulgar Eyes can ſee 


tis agreed on all Hands, *tis drawing out 


the vital Blood of the Nation, tis wickedly 
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rting with that peculiar Gift that God has 


ſtow'd on us for the good of our Poor, to 
enrich our Enemies, or ſome few vile 


for this Twenty Years paſt, yet this Manlers. 


was ſo far from being encourag'd, that he 


met with all the Diſcountenance and Hard- 
ſhips imaginable, and is now ſtarving, tho? 
nothing as I ever heard of was laid to his 
Charge, except *twas 00 zealou 7 ſerving 
his Country. One Inſtance I will give a- 
mongſt many, of his Hardſhips, and Seizares 
of a parcel of Wool which he ſeiz'd on the 
Cuſtom-houſe Rey, under the very Noſe of 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, where ſuch 
a number of their Officers are together, 
who watch, or ought to watch, to prevent 
theſe Abuſes, or Crimes againſt the Govern- 
ment, and for this Purpoſe they have their 
Salaries, and other Advantages ; but if ſuch 
Connivance, Negligence, or Corruptions, 
are at the Fountain-Head, I'm ſure the leſſer 
Streams muſt be very fozl. 

This Man in June 1700, ſeiz d a parcel of 
Wool weighing 3000 odd Hundreds fe - = 


as ipt 


C 


Wretches amongſt us. I knew one Man aftanceef 
that for ſome Years was employ'd in inter- Perſon 

cepting the Owlers, and did more Service 
than half that ever were in that Service:the Ow» 


employ'dto 
intercept 
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ſhipt at the Cu/tom-houſe-key for France, 


where there were ſeveral Thouſand Weight Ik” 


more, which they got off before he couwd I; 


come at them: This Wool, after three Tri. 


als, which coſt him a Hundred Pounds in 
1701, he condemn'd, the Woot was put in. 


to the King's Ware-houſe at the Caſfom. 
houſe, but after abundance of Charge, Vex- 
ation and Oppolition, *twas reſolv'd he 
ſhou'd have little or no Benefit by this 
Seizure, he having the like Uſage in moſt 
of the other many Seizares he had made, 
the Wool was appraiſed by their own As- 
praiſers at far greater Price than any one 
cou'd afford to give for it, and they refus'd 
to take it at their own Appraiſment : And 
tho? he demanded his Woo! many times be- 
fore ſeveral Wit neſſes, yet they refus'd to 
deliver it to him, without he paid down 
a third Part of the Appraiſment, which was 
the King' part of the Seizare according to 
Act of Parliament, which was more than 
the Woot was worth; but after the Woo! 
had been ſhifted from Place to Place, now 
the 30co odd Hundreds Weight is ſhrunk, or 
melted away to about 600 Weight, and 


that not worth a Penny 4 Pound; fo that 


this Man has been out above a Hundred 
Pounds in proſecuting, and condemning 
this Wool, beſides loſs of Time, and now 


circumvented, or rather cheated of the 


whole 
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whole Benefit of his Seizure; rare Encou- 
agement for preventing the Running of 


a ol to France] But this is but one Pattern, 
or Sample, of vaſt bulky Rogueries of the 
, fame make, of which this very Perſon can 


Furniſh a large Hi/tory. 

One Remark more I will make of the 
[Tricks they uſe to render ineffetual all Be- 
nefit that can accrue by the Law to the Sei- 
zer, and fo diſappoint and ruin him, 
{which is, that in all Proſecutions of this 
kind, the Law provides, That whoever 
owns ſuch Wool as is ſeized upon Condem- 
nation, the ſaid Owners, or thoſe who de- 
fend the Suit, ſhall pay Three Shillings for 
every Pound of Woot ſo condemn'd, to the 
Seizer or Proſecutor, over and above the 
Benefit of his Seigure, as an Encouragement 
and Compenſation for his Trouble and 
Charge. But the Gentlemen concern'd in 
carrying on this Villany, provide ſham 
Perſons to own the Wool, in whoſe Names 
the Suit is defended, and made as difficult, 
chargeable, and vexatious to the Seiser, 
J or Proſecutor, as poſſible; and after all, 
when the Woo! is condemn'd, they vaniſh, 
and no ſuch Perſons are to be found in Na- 
ture. 

This Man puts me in mind of the Hard- H. 
ſhips of our brave Sailors, of which this % 3 
Perſon was one. I ſuppoſe 'tis allow'd 3 
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gation, and without Navigation no Sail; 
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all Hands, that this land, without Trad x 
cannot be Rich, and without Riches it ca 
have no Power, without Trade no Nau. 


without Sailors no Fleet, without a Hes 
no Defence, without Defence no Safety 
and conſidering the Treachery, and fall 
Brethren we have amongſt us, we ſhou' 
ſoon become a Prey to our Neighbour, 
and ceaſe to be a Nation and People. Al 
this being granted, how neceſſary is i 
then to take care of thoſe uſeful Men wh, 
not only make us Powerful and Rich, bu 
are our Protection? *Tis true, 'twill be al. 
ledg'd, we have at preſent a very great 
Fleet, no doubt of it many Ships more than 
we can Man, but ſo have our Neighbours, 
and nothing 1s greater, or leſſer, but by 
Compariſon. We were much ſtronger in 
the Uſurper CromwePs Days, tho' his Fleet 
was not a third Part ſo big as ours is now, 
but *rwas big enough to beat any Nation 
in the World, and make all Kingdoms 
tremble, and truckle to him; he cou'd 
ſettle Trade as he pleas'd, for, in effect, 
hardly any Nation cou'd Trade without his 
leave, and Trade without a Power to 2 
tect it, is a Jeſt. There was no preſſing Ne 
Men, in his Days the Sailor was cheriſh'd : 
and encourag'd ; thus if a Uſarper, wo 
had not a hundredth Part of the * for 
im, 
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him, cou'd make ſo mighty a Figure in the 
vorld, what might not a lawful Govern- 
nent do, if they wou'd not ſuffer them- 
elves to be abus'd by Wretches, that a 
Thouſand of them are not of the intrinſick 
Value to the Kingdom as one able Sailor? 
let thoſe ſort of Cattle, tho* ſprung from 
Dirt and the Dunghil, ſhall purchaſe E- 
ſtates, keep Coaches, all got out of the 
Blood of the poor Sailor, and his Family. 
If any wou'd be at the Pains to make a 


the meaneſt beginning crept into the Na- 
% as Clerks, Commiſſioners, and other OH- 
cers, and have rais'd great Fortunes, which 
cou'd not poſſibly be done by any viſible or 
lawful Allowance they have had, it wou'd 
ſwell to the bulk of an Army. In ſome 
© Climates abroad the Worm deſtroys our 
ng Ships, and theſe Land Vermin our Seamen 
et at home; and as they thrive the Sailor is 
„mwin'd. The curſed Oppreſſion they have 
"FF labour'd under, in reſpect to the Q's and 
FF R's put upon their Pay, which are like Ex- 
. ecut ions, ſtrips them of all for the leaſt neg. 
2 t, 
5 


lect or abſence, and ſometimes no fau 
tho? it may be, that they have five or (ix 
Years Pay due, which hath been dearly 
arn'd, by undergoing all the Hardſhips 
and Hazards of Life, Human Nature is ca- 


pable of. 
| D 3 Theſe 


Liſt of thoſe at preſent living, who from 


37 


38 


's and 
2 


Brokers, or 


Ticket- 
Buyers, 


the poor Sailors have often ſold their Pay for 
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Theſe fatal Letters, Q's and R's, viz 
Queries and Runns, may be put upon th 
Books at the Diſcretion of the Captain, 
Clerk, on Board Ship, Maſter Mater at 
Clerk of the Cheque, without giving an 
Reaſon for it; and if the Sailor is never { 
guiltleſs, he muſt attend the Navy-Board 
with Petitions, and wait time after time 
till he and his Family are ſtarv'd to Death, 
before he ſhall have Remedy, if he gets any 
atall; but when the poor Wretch is tir'd, 
and ready to periſh, then, it may be, he 5; 
recommended to a ſort of Brokers, or Soli. 
citors, which ſet up a Trade for taking of 
Seamens Q's and R's, and theſe Sea Leache: 
tel] the Sailor, that if he will give one half 
of his Pay, he will by his Intereſt take off 
his Q or his R; no doubt of it, the Gen- 
tlemen in whoſe Power *tis to take off 
theſe Q's and R's, have a fellow feeling with 
the Broker. There are another fore. of 
'Blood-ſuckers, call'd Ticłet- Buyers, to whom 


5, 6, 7, and 8 Shillings in the Pound dif- 
count. There were Multitudes of theſe 
Ticket- Merchants, and ſome of them dealt 
for Thouſands of Pounds in a Year, and ! 
knew one of them that has bought above 
Five Thouſand Pounds worth of Tickets in 
that time, ſo that ir cou'd not be thought 
otherwiſe, but that theſe People muſt be 

very 
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very Rich, yet moſt of them broke or died 


nat worth a Groat; but this Myſtery is 


eaſily unfolded, for theſe Fellows were on- 
ly Tools, or Parveyors, for ſome Gentle- 
men that belong'd to the Navy, who had 
the Seamens Money in their Hands, and 
by the means of theſe People, bought the 


poor wretched Sailors Wages with their 


own Money : How cou'd it be otherwiſe, 
when of four Clerks that belong'd to the 
Pay-Office, who had but Twenty Pounds 
a Year Salary each, without any allow- 
ance of Perquiſites, in about four or five 
Years Service got Twenty Thouſand Pounds 
a Man. 

Twas not for nothing the poor Sailors 
were kept ſo long out of their Pay, for di- 
ſtreſſing them thus, Advantages were taken 
of their Neceſſities to make this ha vock of 
them. 


The Regiſter Money was another abomi- 


nable Abuſe to the Sailors, and ſeem'd as if 
it was purpoſely calculated, or at leaſt 
made uſe of to diſcourage, ſower, and give 
them very bad Ideas of the Faith and Ho- 
nour of their Country. 

One Inſtance I will give amongſt Hun- 
dreds that might be brought, how theſe 
People were us'd after the greateſt Zeal 
ſhew'd for the Defence and Service of their 


Country. 
D 4 In 
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In King WILLIAM®s Reign, in the!“ 
Winter Seaſon, when our Fleet was moſt. Þ 
ly laid up, the French was reſolv'd to take ; 
that Opportunity to make us a Viſit, and Þ 
conſidering the Faction amongſt us, *twould Þ 
have been of dangerous Conſequence; in] 
order to which they drew down a Body of 
Forces to the Sea-Coaft, and got a great 
Number of Tranſport-Ships near Havre de 
Grace, Bologn, and that way, with a Squa- 
dron of Men of War to Convoy them; 
this gave us, with good Reaſon, a great A- 
larm, ſo that his Majeſty order'd the Adri. Þ 
ral of the Fleet to repair immediately to 
the Downs, and draw together as many 
Men of War as poſſible to prevent this In- 
vaſion, and iſſued out a Proclamation to 
encourage the Seamer in this Time of pub- 
lick Danger, to enter themſelves Voluntiers 
on board his Ships, promiſing them Conduct, 
and Bounty Money; accordingly the brave 
and honeſt Sailors, notwithſtanding their 
former ill Uſage, repair'd from all the re- 
mote Ports in the Kingdom, and enter'd 
themſelves voluntarily on Board his Maje- 
{ty's Ships at Portſmouth, or the Downs, 
and to the Aſtoniſhment of the World, in a 
few Weeks time, the Admiral got together 
a conſiderable Fleet, before ever the French 
cou'd be ready to make the intended De- 
ſcent, with which he ſtood over to the Go 
0 
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of France, burnt and deſtroy'd ſome of their 
Tranſport Shifs, and ſo overſet and diſap- 
pointed the whole Expedition, and conſe- 
quently ſav'd the Kingdom; and then the 
Fleet came back again to Spithead. And 
now all Men may expect that I ſhall give 
them an Account how the honeſt Sailors 
were paid their C — Bounty- 
Money, according to the King's Proclamati- 
on, and Wages for the Time they ſerv'd, 
with a great deal of Thanks for their hear- 
tineſs and alacrity in ſo zealouſly ſerving 
their Country in time of the moſt eminent 
Danger; nothing leſs, for when they were 
to be diſcharg'd and turn'd a-ſhore, they 
were told there was no Money for them, 
but they ſhowd have Tickets, and if they 
* wou'd attend the Navy Office in Crutched 
' Fryars, London, they wou'd be paid ſome 
time or other. This ſtruck ſuch a damp 
upon the Sailors, many of them living at 
Portſmouth, Plimouth, Deal, and New- 
caſtle, to find that they muſt travel up to 
London without a Farthing 1n their Pockets, 
to attend, and ſolicite at an Office which is 
as vexatious, perplexing, and as dilatory 
as a Court of Chancery, leaving their Fa- 
mily ſtarving at home, and themſelves in 
the ſame Condition at London, that curſin 
their Country, many of them lighted their 
Pipes with their Tickets, and others 2 
them 
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them for any thing, if 'twas but Twelve 1 


Pence in the Pound; but put aſhore they 
were, and wander'd in Droves about the 
Country. I have frequently met with For. 
ty and Fifty in a Gang that had not a SHil. 
ling or Eighteen Pence in the whole Compa- 
ny, and that perhaps given them in Chari- 
ty; and yet this ill Uſage did not provoke, or 


neceſſitate theſe People to commit any Diſ. 


orders in the Country where they march'd. 
There was one Gentleman in Kegxt that 
reliev'd, or refreſh'd Hundreds of them as 
they paſt by his Door, and upon my fay- 
ing to a Man of Figure in the Navy Office, 
that the Gentleman ought to be taken no- 
tice of by the Government for his Zeal and 
Goodneſs, in cheriſhing theſe poor Men, 
was anſwer'd, That indeed he ſhou'd be 
taken notice of, but not my way, for what 
had he to do, to meddle or make with a 

Buſineſs that did not concern him. 
About Two or Three Hundred of them 
ſtopt the King's Coach at Guilford, and 
on their Knees humbly implor'd his Ma- 
jeſty's Compaſſion on them: But he that 
ſav'd us from all the Miſeries that cou'd at- 
tend us in this Life, and neglected his Eaſe 
and Safety for an ungrateful People, had not 
Power to remedy theſe curſed Evils, being 
loaded with a War Abroad, and ſo encom— 
paſs'd, and baraſs'd at home by contending 
Factions, 


_—_ 
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Faftions, whoſe Strife was chiefly who 

ſhou'd rend, tear, devour, and make a 
prey of the Publick, that *tis thought it 
ſhorten'd his precious Life. 

But to return, at laſt this Matter was 
brought before the Houſe of Commons, and a 
Committee appointed to examine what was 
the Reaſon of this Treatment of the Sea- 
men, and indeed they did find, that *twas 
not for want of Money to pay them, but 
the Clerks that kept the Keys of the Mo- 
ney Box chanc'd to be out of the way. In 
ſhort, ſome frivolous or ridiculous Excuſe 
was made, and fo it dropt. 

I will conclude this Head with two or 1fances 
three Inſtances, to ſhow in part the Ways ber the 
and Means how the Chief Officers of the £152 Oh 
Navy purchaſe ſuch great Eſtates, as moſt Nary gee 
of them have, out of the Ruins of the Pub. Hftaten. 

ick. 

There was a Store-keeper at Portſmouth, 
amongſt many other Rogueries, mentions, 
and proves this one Particular, which no 
doubt have been more than once repeated 
in that Yard, and others. A parcel of Hemp, 
and other Stores, which upon a Survey was 
caſt as unſerviceable, and ſo expos'd to Sale 
by Inch of Candle; but every thing being 
order*d according to Art, to carry on the 
Cheat, their own Tools were ready to buy 
it, which was done for about a Hundred 

Pound; 
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Pound; but the very ſame individual Goods, 
in a very few Weeks time, were afterwards 
ſold to the King for above Three Thouſand 
Pounds. 

Another Inſtance is in their ſcandalous 
Contratts, which is, and have ever been a 
rare Perquiſite. They made a Contract 
with a certain Perſoa for the Repair of Portſ- 
mouth Dock, and a great Officer of the Navy, 
whoſe proper Buſineſs was to be moſt con- 
cern'd in making ſuch Contracts, told the 
Perſon, that all Men muſt live by their 
Places, and therefore *twas uſual in ſuch 
Caſes to preſent a pair of Gloves ; and the 
Man knowing it to be true, gave him Five 
Hundred Guineas, which he thought was 
pretty well, but a Fortnight or three Weeks 
after he wanted Three Hundred more ; the 
Undertaker told him *twas impoſſible for 
him to give ſo much for his good Will, be- 
cauſe the Profit of the Contract would not 
bear it, and ſo he ſhou'd be a looſer, or in 
danger of being undone by it; the Officer 
told him, if his Contract wou'd not bear 
fuch large Preſents, he cou'd make it, and 
order'd him to put a greater Price on his 
Plank, and other Materials. The Under- 
taker ſtartled at that, ſaying, that he had 
put a very large Price already, and if he 
ſhoud add to it *twou'd be too barefac'd, for 


any dealer in theſe Goods wou'd offer the 
ſame 
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ſame Goods at a little more than half the 
Price, which was the uſual Rate fold to 
private Perſons. The Officer anſwer'd, 
That he was not to trouble his Head with 
that, for he, and two others which he 
nam'd, ruPd the Board, and nothing was 
ever queſtion'd that they did. However, 
the Contractor would not go his lengths, ſo 
that they parted in Anger, not without 
Threatnings from the Officer, that he ſhou'd 
repent his not complying with his Demands. 
The Contractor went to work, but was 
made ſo uneaſy, by not making his Pay- 
ments to him according to his Contract, and 
yet ſuing him for not performing Articles, 
that perceiving they deſign'd utterly to ruin 
him, he very fairly diſcover'd, and prov'd 
the whole Villany. 
Of late Years they appointed a new Sort Clerk of 
of Officer, call'd Clerk of the Petitions, for, 5. Hit 
by the way, the Officers depending on our 
Navy are about ten Times as many as the 
French or Dutch uſe, and yet our Fleet is 
not the tenth Part ſo well regulated ; and 
as theſe Officers multiply, they multiply Me- 
thods, Ways and Means to ſupport them, 
and enable them to grow Rich; ſo that paſ- 
ſing an Account, or other Buſineſs in the 
Navy Office is much like a Chancery Suit, 
and ſhall as long lie by the Walls, except, 
like that, *tis well paid for before it can be 
diſpacht. 
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diſpacht. This Clerk of the Petitions, for- 
ſooth, is to draw all Peoples Petitions who 
have Money, that make any Application 
this way to the Board, and tho? they have 
not yet got an Ad of Parliament to prohibit 
all Perſons from making uſe of a Fiend, or 
writing their Petitions themſelves, yet they 
who do ſo, their Buſineſs ſhall go very 
heavily on; beſides, *tis to this Clerk they 
muſt apply for an Anſwer, and if the Peti- 
tion be not of his own drawing, (which is 
uſually very ſhort, without much regard to 
the Matter, which ſometimes cannot poſſi- 
bly be contain'd in three or four Lines, the 
uſual Form, or Length they confine them- 
ſelves to, becauſe they have a multitude of 
them on their Hands at a time) they ſhall 
have but a very indifferent Anſwer, if any 
at all, beſides the Advantage of prying into 
all Peoples Buſineſs, and managing Mat- 
ters accordingly. | 

In ſhort, the late Clerk of the Petitions, 
from the meaneſt beginning has now a great 
Eſtate, and the preſent in a fair way of get- 
ting one alſo: No doubt of it, theſe Places, 
or ſuch like, are farm'd of ſomebody on 
valuable Conſiderations. 

If any one will be at the Pains to ſee more 
particular, or larger Proofs of the Abuſes of 
the Seamen, muſt read theſe followin 
Pamphlets, where all the Afidavits i 


Proofs 


. 
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Proofs are mention'd at large, vis. 


uſtice perverted, &c. by Mr. Crosfield, Books ans 


with ſeveral other of his Books. 

Mr. Hoar's 1 of the eAbuſes in 
the Victualling. Baiton's Caſe. 

eA Dialogue between a modern Conrtier, 


and an honeſt Gentleman, By the ſame Au- 1.94 


thor. 
Mr. Everet, a Shipwright, his Book. 
Mr. Trevor, formerly Store-keeper at 


* Portſmouth, and many others. 


If the Sailor had his full Wages, and duly 


f paid, 'tis little enough for him and his Fa- 


mily, conſidering the Service he does his 


| Country. But I appeal to the Sailors, and 
all Mankind that know their Circumſtan- 


ces, how they have been us'd in all Re- 


ſpects, as to Vittuals, Wages, and all 
| Things relating to them. 


'Tis not the Intent of this little Book 
to deſcend to all Particulars, which wou'd 


' be endleſs, and ſwell it to an immenſe 
Bulk; beſides, it has been done before, 


and prov'd a hundred Times over, and be- 
lieve moſt Men are well enough appriz'd 
of it; but if our Nation is not, other Na- 
tions who have got ſo many of our Sea- 
men in their Service, know it perfectly 
well. Theſe, and many of our Ship-Buil- 
ders, for want of Encouragement, haverun 
to them, taught them the Art of Building 
Ships 


Abuſes and 
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Ships. of War, and then helping to fight 
More Sea- them againſt their own Country; beſides, 


men oft bt is believ*d there has been many more Sea- 
for want 


of due Care men died for want of due Care taken of 


vale of them, and ill Uſage, than were killed in 
them, than 


were killed Fight. I have heard many of them profeſs, 
in Fight, that Algier Slavery was as tolerable as the 
Uſage they have met with in their Coun- 
try's Service. Our Sailors are Engliſh Men, 
and certainly deſerve the valuable Bleſſings 
of Liberty and Property, as well as any of 
their Fellow Subjects; but how much they 
enjoy that, whea they are forc'd into a Ser. 
vice againſt their Wills, which deſtroys 
them, when if at Liberty, are able to pet 
their Bread, not only in their own Country, 
but moſt other Nations in the World ; let 
any one judge? Certainly * are rational 
Creatures, and do not make all theſe Com- 
plaints without any cauſe. 
The Sailor that knows how to fight, and 
Sail the Ship, ſometimes better than his 
Officer, can alſo tell when he is paid his 
Wages, or whether he has his due in that 
and Victuals. There were ſome of our Caf- 
. tains who were good Sailors, and kind to 
the Men, never had Occaſion to preſs a 
Man; and thoſe Officers always did moſt 
Service, and took moſt Prizes. If the Sea- 
men had exact Tuſtice, the Nation's Ser- 
vice is to be preferr'd before any Service 
at 
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at Sea in the World; but 'tis not without 
great Reaſon the Seamen fo deteſt it; for 
beſides the Wrong done them in relation 
to the Wages and Victuals, the Tyranny 
| exercis'd over them on Board-Ship by up- 
ſtart Commanders, and tlie little Hopes 
they have ever to be preferr'd, let them 
ſerve never ſo long, or merit ever ſo much, 
except they have great Friends, or that 
which is the only prevailing Argument 
now. a-days, Money, both which the poor 
Tarr is rarely furniſh'd with. I muſt not 
be tedious ; 4 theſe are but ſmall hints 
of the Sufferings of thoſe more than neceſ- 
ſary People, or rather Men, of abſolute 
__y for the Happineſs of theſe King- 
oms. 

I beg my Reader to believe, T write nei- The 4. 
ther as a Malecontent, nor a Flatterer ; 2 
am neither ſway'd by Terror nor Reward, % : ble 
Lardently court Truth; and if I make any 2.“ 
Miftake, *tis an Error of my Judgment, ige. 
not of my Mind : Therefore notwithitand- 
ing all the Severity, or bold Truths found 
in this Book, I ſhall not be fo ſower a Cri- 
tick as to make it my whole Bulineſs 
to find fault without doing Juſtice, and 
giving due Praiſe where I have a handle 
tor it; for I hope if I live ſome time, and 
ever write again, I ſhall have a more plea- 
tant Task, and infinitely more agreeable to 

F, me, 
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me, which is to congratulate with my; 
Countrymen, the Redreſs of moſt, if not _. 
all theſe Grievances; the Proſperity and 
Flouriſhing Condition of the Nation, 
which I have great Reaſon to believe will 
be the Effects of his Majeſty's Happy Go- Þ 
vernment, becauſe, notwithſtanding the ge 
dangerous Ferment, or Rebellion, which 
took up ſo much Time of our Legiſlature, 
yet many Evils have been redreſs'd fince 
this Book was begun to be writ, particular. f. 
ly in relation to our Seamer, ſome Laws are 
made for their Advantage: They are bet- 
ter paid; the Diſcount upon their Tickets Þ , 
and Þills is very much leſſen'd to what it I; 
was. There is a worthy Set of Gentle- 1 

| 

0 


men now at the Admiralty Board, with a 
noble Peer at the Head of them, which 
ſhook France in the great Defeat at Sea he 
gave them at La Hague; beſides, the Ser- WY ; 
vice he did his Country, by his excellent 
Conduct in the Mediterranean; and the Fleet 
never was ſo Formidable, or ſo Terrible to 
our Enemies, as under his Management. 
In ſhort, the ſcope of this Book, is in one 
Part to ſhow the Diſtempers we have la- 
bour'd under; and in the other Part, what 
we ſtill labour under, without the leaſt De- 
ſign, or Inſinuation againſt the preſent Ad- 
miniftration, from whom only, under God, 
we can hope for the redreſs of theſe * 
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My humble Opinion is, that if the Sea- To make 


men's Tic - 


Bills, were made ready Money, as Exche. ket: and 


«TD * * 7 2 Na Billi 
quer Bills, it wou'd be a mighty Encou pag” for 


| ragement for the poor Sailor, and his Fa- gue, Bil. 
mily, becauſe 'tis the beſt Pay in the World, 
| deſtroys Ticket- Buying, and faves the 
Government a vaſt deal for paying Bills 
only in Courſe, or rather Partially, makes 
the Contractor hold up the Price of Goods; 
for when there 1s no Diſcount upon the Bills, 
| the Government wou'd have all Things at 
| the beſt hand, whereas it gets nothing now 


but great Diſadvantages by theſe Delays in 
Payments, and no Profit is rea p'd by it, but 
by a parcel of Rogues who live upon the 
Ruins of the poor Sailor, and the Diftreſes 
of the Publick. | 

But after all, there is no Cure for theſe Want of a 4 
Evils, or the like, without a Publick Spirit bie, I 
can in ſome Meaſure be reſtor'd to this u- Cauſe 1 
Kingdom, and brought more in Fa ſhion, 4% tr 
than it has been of late Vears; the want of N 
which is the true Cauſe of all our Misfor- 
tunes, for to ſuch a Degeneracy the Age is 
fallen, that he is laugh'd at and ridicul'd 
who preaches it up. We are generally 
tickPd with fine worded Harangues, A- 
muſements on fooliſh and indifferent Sub- 
jets, and Things, but who is ſo honeſt and 
bold that dares ſpeak out, and appcar bare- 

E 2 fac'd 
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fac'd in the Cauſe of his Country againſt 6 


formidable a Party, who he muſt of neceſſi. 

5 ty Oppoſe, and whoſe Views are to build 

their Fortunes on its Ruin, Tis almoſt 
become a common Proverb, that Kings are 
born to be cheated ; that *tis at moſt but 2 
venial Sin; and to make uſe of all Opportu- 
nities, if you have a Poſt, to plunder the 
Publick, and get an Eſtate, is counted good 
Policy, and he is look*d upon as a Fool who 
ſcruples it. 

I have often heard this helliſh Principle 
juſtify'd in many Companies, and any one 
that held the contrary laugh'd at, and told 
he was never born to be Rich ; that much 
good may do him with his Religion, and 
muſty Morals, which wou'd be ſo far from 
keeping him a Coach, that *rwou'd hardly 
buy him a Dinner; but the worthy Gen- 
tlemen before mention'd had ſomethin 
more ſubſtantial to truſt to: So when theſe 
Wretches have damn'd, or diſpatch'd out 
of the World all Honeſty, Virtue, and the 
very Notions of it, they go farther to diſ 
courage all Art and Ingenuity, but the 

4riiſtc ike Art of Cheating; for there is no Nati. 


leaſt encuu- X 
raed in On under Heaven ſtarves ſo many Ingeni 


Engiand Ous Men as England, which is a Nation of 


1 my NN all others beſt able to cheriſh them; for 


when Avarice and 2 are got into 
Power, to plead Merit, long Service, and 
Ho- 
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| Honeſty, is made a mere Jeſt; the Queſti- 

on is, what Money have you brought? 

Thus a Fool, and unqualify'd Perſon buys Sig of 
a Place, and a Knave ſells it, and he that Pe. 
ſells it is bound to ſupport the Buyer in it, 

let him be never fo great a Knave, or unfit 

for it, for fear he ſhou'd tell Tales, and de- 
mand his Money again; and he that has 

given Money for a Place, concludes he may 

do what he pleaſes, and take all Advantages, 

good or bad, to get up his Purchaſe Money, 

and to make what Profit he can of his Em- 
ployment; ſo between Ignorance and Ro- 
guery, the Publick is moſt wretchedly a- 
bus'd, which is the Fruits of Selling Pla- 

ces. 

I will here give the Opinion, or Judg- 
ment of the Ancients about Buying and 
Selling of Places, 

We find that this Maxim, like Golden z. at: 
Pillars, ſupported the moſt Flouriſhing of Offices 
and Victorious Cities in the World, That . 
the Sale of Offices is the greateſt Wrong that can be 
and Aſfront that can be offer d to a Com- "7.4 © 
monwealth ; and that Money ought not to 
Buy thoſe Places which may, nay, ought 
to be the Reward of Virtue ; tor Cove- 
touſneſs is ſo pernicious a Weed, that it 
choaks and over-runs the Merits of deſer- 
ving Men, 


E 3 The 


- Selling of Places. 
The Athe- The Athenians, while any Honeſty re. 
Lacede. main'd among them, poſitively forbid, and if 
monians continually declaim'd againſt ſuch PraQi. 
yo ces as diſhonourable, c. 
whilſt they The Lacedemonians, a People the. moſt 
jorbid it. ſtrictly Virtuous of all others, by obſerving 
the juſt Laws of Jycurgus againſt it, con. 
tinued an Happy People for Eight Hun. 
dred Years, whilſt they being govern'd by 
Experience from their Neighbour's Fate, 
counted the Sale of Offices, and taking 
Bribes, to be utterly deſtructive to moral 
Honeſty, and the fundamental Rules of 
good Policy; of which Truth, at laſt, they 
themſelves became miſerable Inſtances. At- 
ter Aegis and Lyſander had filled the City 
with Riches, whence laxing the Reins of | 
ſtrict Virtue and Juſtice, and indulging 
Senſuality, the remiſneſs of their Magi. 
Bur ir: ſtrates either permitted, or over-look'd the 
permijom Introduction of thoſe villanous Practices 
het, Ruin Which had been the utter Ruin of their 
and De. Neighbours, and concluded in the total A- 
/4%% bolition of all their former Honour and Li. 
berty, and thcir very Beixg it ſelf; for the 
natural Conſequence of purchaſing of Pla- 
ces, and taking Bribes, is Oppreſſion, and 
of Oppreſſion comes Strife, and Ruin is its 
conſtant Attendant. | 
The Rowan Government, when it ap- 
pear'd in its greateſt Beauty, and molt 
| flouriſb- 
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flouriſhing Condition, ſeverely fined and 
| puniſh'd thoſe who ſought Offices by Bribe- 


ry or Favours, or took upon themſelves Em- 
ployments, for the Diſcharge of which they 
ſhould not appear meritoriouſly Capable. 
And it's Remarkable, that then ſome vitia- 
ted Men of the Republick were ſowing 
the Seeds of future inteſtine Diſſentions, 
and laying the Foundations of her Ruin and 
Calamities, when ſhe brook'd ſo patiently 


the farcaſtick Scoff of Jugurth, That all The ſame 


Fate befe 


Things at Rome were to be had for Money. ze Ro- 


"Twas then (not this preſent Papiſtical mansupon 
Ine fame 
Account. 


Rome, which ſells Heaven and Earth, but 

old Heathen Rome, whoſe victorious Eagles 
had raiſed themſelvestoan unequal'd height, 
and diſplay'd their extenſive Wings over all 
the known World; who by the immoveable 
Juſtice and Integrity of her Laws, and Ex- 
act neſs of her Policies, obliged more Nati- 
ons to acknowledge her Sovereignty, and 
importune her Friendſhip, than were ſuh- 
du'd by the Threats and Menaces of the 
proudeſt Monarchy, till through the V ice, 
Folly, and viperous Treachery of her Ma- 


giſtrates, neglecting their Duty, dwind- 


ling by Degrees from her former Excellence, 
ſhe became ſo enfeebled by her daily Cor- 
ruptions, that ſhe, whoſe Virtues had once 
made her Miſtreſs of the World, had not 
Power enough left to conquer her own V tices. 
| E 4 Their 
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56 Selling of Places. 

| Their Hiſtorians aſſign the Reaſon, vis. 
They made Juſtice ſubſervient to Covetouſueſi, 
and Virtue a ſtalking Horſe to Extortion. And 
they who but nibled at the e of Hiſto- 
ry, know that the unreproved, and unre- 
ſtrained diſſoluteneſs of their Manners, was 
the original Ground of all their Inteſtine 
Jud gave Convullions and Diſorders, giving thereby 
Oportu- Opportunity to Pompey and Ceſar, &c. who 
Pompey to gratifie their Ambition by Briberies, Ec. 
and Car ſooth'd, and brought the People into the ap- 
70 exſtave proving, of their being preferred, which 
when done, their Sun- ſhine refreſhing thoſe 
below, ſtrengthned their Parties, ſo as Ne. 
mine Contradicente, they paſſed what Votes 
they pleaſed, even that for the perpetual 
Dictatorſhip, to the depreſſion of Virtue, and 
taking away the meaneſt Subjects Rights 
and Libercies, and ſuffering a Thouſand 
Calamities, Rapines, Murders, and other 
Enormities from the Perſons of their Empe- 
rors, and wicked Paraſites, which ſo diſpi— 
rited the People, that it was an inlet to 
the Goth and YVaudals to invade them, 
which terminated in the irrecoverable, and 
entire extinction of the Glory and Great- 

neſs of that famous Empire. 

It Rome, which was provided with ſo 
many Hundred Counſellors of State, and 
had ſo many Thouſands of Citizens that 
tov'd their Liberties, was not able to pre- 
DD | ſerve 
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ſerve her Freedom, when once Places were 
* ſet to Sale, and Bribery encourag'd, then 
how can we expect a milder Fate, ſince it 
is amongſt us not only conniv'd at, but pro- 
moted? Eſpecially in the City, Army, and 
Law, if not at Court, and in all the Offices 
in general. 
Property, the Twin- Brother to Self. Pre- 
ſervation, in all Ages hath been conteſted 
for. At Rome the Patricii could not kee 
the People quiet, till they yielded to have 
their Tribunes to be conſulted with before 
any Laws were made, leaſt their Properties 
ſhould be invaded ; and whilſt they pre- 
ſerv'd, and retain'd that Liberty, the Em- 
pire flouriſh'd, but when once they had for tc 
parted with that 9 (their native 52% wow: 
Right) bribed by the Patricii, grown Patricii 20 
Rich by the Eaſtern Conqueſt, they ſoon z I 
became Vaſſals to their ambitious Gover-pereies, 
nors, and bowed the Knee to the Images e 4» 
they themſelves had ſet up. frog 
The pernicious Vices of Bribery, and ſel- Aigen, 
ling of Places, was ſo hated, even by the f 
* Cambyſes, that he flea*d one of his , 
Judges for it; but certainly it wou'd have by the Per- 
been a very unjuſt Puniſhment, if he before s. 
had fold him his Place; much more had it 
been farmed to him at a rack'd Rent: But 
tho' the Father was flea'd, yet Cambyſes 
gave his Son his Employ, with Orders 4 
| | is 
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his Father's Skin to be the covering of hi 
Cuſhion, to terrifie him from the like Of. 
fence. 

But as this Evil is become ſo Cuſtomary, 
and all the feeble Remedies hitherto apply'd 
render'd ineffectual, the Sin, like other vi. 
cious Habits, is hardly thought a Crime, 
and few concern'd at the diſmal Conſequen. 
ces that attend this, or any Government 
by it. But I ſhall enlarge a little on one 
Particular which I conceive naturally ac- 
crues from this ſcandalous Management; 
that is, as the Buyer and Seller may both 
be very well intitled ro the Attributes of 


Complaints Fool and Knave, ſo when any Complaints 


generally 
ſtified. 


are made of rhe Publick being abus'd and 
cheated, ſuch Complaints are generally ſti- 
fled, and the Informers als This is {0 
notorious, that no Nation under Heaven, 
or Age ſince the Creation, can ſhew the 
like for Number and Quality, as may be 
produc'd amongſt Us, if We look no longer 
back than ſince the Reſtoration; and more 
plentiful Inſtances ſince the Revolution, for 
then they thickned upon Us. To relate all 
the Particulars wow'd fill a Volume as big 
as the Book of Martyrs ; but I am certain- 
ly inform'd that a Gentleman is upon this 
Work of our univerſal Corruptions, in all 
Offices and Employments, wherein the 
Facts and Proofs will all be laid open, that the 

World 
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59 
World may fee what a Condition We are 
in, and what may be the fatal Conſequen- 
ces of continuing in it. This will be lane 
Book, and has coſt great Time and Ex- 
pence, but may be of infinite Benefit to the 
Publick. But what I aſſert at preſent can- 
not be deny*d, even by the Criminals them- 
ſelves, tho? with a ſalvo of their own Inno- 
cency ; and the Buſineſs of this ſmall Trea- 
tiſe is only to touch on Generals, which all 
Mankind agree in, tho? every one does not 
think on, or call often to mind the ſad 
Caſe his Country is reduc'd to by theſe 
Corruptions, which, like a Gangreen, may 
turn to a Mortification. The Gazettes, Ne Ga. 
for theſe many Years, are fill d with Azonj- rette bar 
mous Letters to the great Officers, offering > Ate. 
to diſcover ſeveral Frauds and Abuſes, and ie 
in return they are promis'd due Protection % I. 
and Encouragement ; now it wou'd be ve- . 
ry ſatisfactory to moſt People, eſpecially 
thoſe who have any Value for their Coun- 
try, to know what has been done, or diſ- 
cover'd for the Benefit of the Publick, and 
how the Diſcoverer has been rewarded, for 
the Encouragement of others to be vigilant 
in watching for the general Good; and % bear ef 
what Knaves have been made Examples of, * 5 4 
turn'd out, or puniſh'd any way, but not- ave been 
withſtanding ſo many Hundred Advertiſe. pun, 
ments, there is a profound Silence kept as (imes. 
to 
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to Proceedings, except by thoſe People who 

have been ruin'd, inſtead of rewarded, for 

the Service they intended the Nation, by 

not only diſcovering, but proving the 

Cheats, and clandeſtine Management in 

But many Moſt of the Offices. There are many fla- 

Perſon: grant Inſtances of Perſons that have ven- 

hk tur'd, and ſpent the beſt part of their Life, 

brought all their Subſtance, in the Service of their 

theſe On Country; particularly in detecting Rogues, 
plaints. , L . ; 

and Villanies of the deepeſt die, and have 

prov'd all by Oaths of Perſons of undoubted 

Credit, as clear as the Sun, and after all 

have been ruin'd, and aimoſt ſtarv'd to 

Death. Theſe are Facts which are very 

aſtoniſhing, but they are true; and tho 

many are dead, there are ſeveral living 

Witneſſes {till to produce; ſo that tis come 

to a Proverb, That it any one deſigns to 

give Information of Frauds, or Abuſes of 

the Publick, he is told by them who have 

ſad Experience of it, that he runs upon the 

point of a Sword; as if a Confederacy, 

or thorough Combination was enter'd in- 

to by thoſe in Offices, to ſtand by one a- 

nother, againſt all thoſe who they call In- 

tormers, as being a Power more than ſuffi- 

cient to cruſh and extirpate theſe poor A- 

nimals, that ſo they might make a Prey of 

the Publick without Interruption or Con- 

troul; and this is Fact, that their e 

as 
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has been ſo Formidable, that when a Mi. 
management has gone ſo high as to be prov'd 
before the Houle of Lords, and their Lord- 


ſhips been convinc'd of the Evil attending 


it, and have made an Addreſs according— 


ly, humbly begging their Prince to remedy 


it; yet notwithſtanding all this, their In- 

tereſt has been ſo great, as, that inſtead of 

being turn'd out, and puniſh'd, the Crimi- 

nals have been continu'd in their Poſts, and 

carry'd on the fame Trade. One Object ion 4: 04jee- 

they have againſt Encouragement of Infor- n - 

mations againſt Men of Figure, or 1n Paſig, on 

that *twou'd give an Interruption to all Informati- 

manner of Buſineſs, to hear frivolous Com- {7 © is 

plaints, and the Government wou'd find it 

hard to get Men of Parts on theſe Conditi- 

ons to ſerve. But are all Informations that 4"/#er'd. 

have been, or may be brought, frivolous ? 

Certainly an upright way of judging, and 

adminiitring Juſtice, might be tound out 

in this Caſe, as well as in others; and 

twou'd be no hard Matter to diſtinguiſh, 

whether a Complaint was prov'd, and juſt, 

from one that was malicious, vexatious, 

or frivolous, Let there be more Severity 

us'd in both Caſes, and the malicious Infor- 

mer puniſht, as well as the Criminal in- 

form'd againſt, if prov'd ſo. I have heard, 75 fes. 

that that Excellent Prince, the Czar of ey Ae 

Muſcovy, is ſo exact in this Point, that the % 
meaneſt 
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Uſeful Diſcoveries negleded. 
meaneſt Subject in his Dominions may com. 
plain againſt the greateſt Peer of his Realm; 
and if his Courts of Judicature delays, or 
denies Juſtice, he may appeal to the Czar's 
own Perſon, and none dares hinder his Ac- 
ceſs, where he ſhall be certain of ſpeedy 
and impartial Juſtice. *Tis not to be ſup- 
pos'd, the Czar is fond of impertinent Com. 
plaints ; undoubtedly, by this Method he is 
troubled with very few, becauſe the Terror 
of his Juſtice is ſuch, that his Officers ven- 
ture not to Cheat, or Oppreſs, any of his 
Subjects, as deſpairing of any Pardon, or 
Connivance from a Prince, that in thoſe 
Caſes is no reſpecter of Perſons : But our 
Caſe is, that our good Rings have ſeldom 
Power enough, but our bad Princes always 
complimented with too much. ?Tis very 
Melancholly, to conſider thoſe few Inſtan- 
ces of publick ſpirited Men amongſt Us, 
generous Lovers of their Country, more 
than their private ſordid Gain, ſhou'd be ſo 
miſerably diſcountenanc'd and neglected, 
as to want Bread ; *tis in the Words of our 
preſent Gracious Soveraign (tho? upon ano- 
ther Occaſion) both Unjuſt and Ungrateful. 

There is another great Stupidity reigns in 
this Nation, if it deſerves not a worſe Giew 
that is a ſlight of thoſe Perſons who have 
made great and beneficial Diſcoveries for the 
Advantage of the Nation, and a * 

| 0 


Uſeful Diſcoveries neglected. 
of thoſe Diſcoveries. Columbus firſt offer'd 
the Diſcovery of the Weſt-Indies to Eng- 
and; and I am credibly inform'd, no lon- 
ger ago than the late Queen's Reign, a 
Perſon made a Diſcovery to the Lord of Ox- 
| ford, then Lord-High-Treaſurer, of ſome ve- 
ry rich Gold Mines on the Continent, near 
Brazile, but not under the Claim of the 
Portugueze, or any other Prince, and that 
etwas free for Us, or any other Nation 
that firſt ſeiz'd it to Claim it in Propriety ; 
but this poor Man lay waiting, and feeding 
upon fine Promiſes for two or three Years, 
till he had been ſtat v'd to Death, if a Gen- 
tleman of my Acqua intance had not reliev'd 
him: But at laſt the Portugue⁊e got Notice 
of it, and have taken Poſſeſſion of the Place, 
and *tis Farm'd of the Crown at a vaſt Sum 
yearly. 
'Tis the uſual Way when any Ingenious 
Man that has taken Pains, and ſtudied ſome- 
thing very advantagious to his Country, 
when he 4 apply'd to a Courtier, either 
the Project is rejected, which moſt are that 
tends to a general Benefit; or if lik'd, the 
honeſt Courtier praiſes the Projector, and 
tells him that he ſees now, how Wits can 
jump together, for 't was his own Thoughts 
ſome time ſince, but he is mightily confirm'd 
in the Uſefulneſs of it, by the Approbation 
F ſo Ingenious a Man; and fo the uot 
| en- 
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Our preſent Corruptions dangerous. 


Gentleman who was big with ExpeCQtati- 
on that he had rais'd his Fortune, by pro- 
ject ing at great Coſts and Pains a Method 
to ſerve his Country, is fobb'd off with a 
Grin and Compliment ; and if his Project is 
put in practice, tis ſtudied how to make it 
ſubſervient to the Courtier's Intereſt, and 
not to the Publick, | 

T repeat it once more, that I wou d not 
be miſunderſtood I inſinuate any Thing 
throughout this whole Book againſt Perſons 
in the preſent Adminiſtration, I hope, and 
believe better from them ; but if this Male- 
Adminiſtration has not formerly been, and 
that very lately, I believe almoſt the whole 
Nation is miſtaken, as well as my elf, 
Companies, Projectors, Stock-jobbers, and 
knaviſh Lawyers, like a Leproſy, ſtick cloſe 
to us ſtill, and when We ſhall have a Cure 
God alone knows. God has undoubtedly 
preſerv'd Us from our Foreign Enemies, by 
ſending Us his preſent Majeſty King 
GEORGE, and now the late Rebellion 
is down, yet we have the moſt dangerous 
Enemy to ſubdue, our own Corruptions; 
*tis nothing under Heaven, but this, can 
Ruin the greateſt People in the World, 

I cannot but admire at the Thoughts of a 
modern Author, who expreſſes himſelf thus. 
If ever the Exgliſb will be truly Mighty, 
„not in Diſcourſe, but in Reality, choy 
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© muſt begin it by their Labours, as well 
« as by their Weapons; they muſt rouze 
« from the Lethargy, and pant after In- 
« provements: Till they reſolve to do tl1is, 
„in vain will they conquer; their Ardor 
« will cool at the end of their Wars, and 
« they will give up the Fruits of their own 
« Victories. In ſhort, the Arts of Peace 
« and Induſtry muſt proceed ſtep by ſtep 
« with the Succeſs of our Armies. The 


Works of our Citizens, and our Coun- 


« trymen, our Fiſhers, and our Mixers, 
« muſt advance in Proportion to the reſt of 
« our Triumphs, or Seas of Blood may be 
« ſpilt to no purpoſe. 

A Nation may be compar'd to a Bee- 
hive, the labouring and induſtrious People 
to the Bees, which except the Owner, or 
Governor of the Hive defends againſt thoſe 
Drones, and Waſps, calld Stock-jobbers, 
Lawyers, &c. the Hive will yield him but 
very little Honey, and the Bees themſelves 
be ſtarv'd and waſte away. 


We have another Evil which touches Us C 
in the moſt ſenſible Part, vis. the Electing wy 
of Parliament Men. Tis not half a Cen- Par lia- 


thy Gentleman who was fam'd for his Pub- 
lick Spirit, to be choſe in his Parlour, and 


beg'd to Repreſent his County, City, or 


Borough, in the Houſe of Commons. The 
F Caſe 


tury ago, ſince *twas common for a wor- ment Men: 
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Caſe is ſo ſtrangely alter'd, that now a Gen. 5 
tleman ſhall exhauſt his Eſtate, and ſpend 


Renediez way of Balloting) ſince Cuſtom has fo 
'y Ballot. riycted it in the Nature of the People, 
which neceſſitates ſome honeſt Gentlemen 
to make uſe of thoſe Methods to keep 
out others, who wou'd do Miſchict to 
their Country. 


vaſt Sums to get to be elected for a pitiful i 
Borough. Borough; there muſt be ſome great Myſte. W yy 
ry in this, but *tis rarely for any good Mo- f 
tive; for if they have nothing in View but 
purely the Service of their Country, "tis a ,; 
Place of Charge, and no manner of Profit, pr 
which in this bad Age, ſo few are fond of ot 
that inſtead of giving Money to put them 21 
in a Capacity to do good to the Publick, Þ y 
there is few Men to be found, tho' of never N « 
fo great Eſtates, that will ſerve without N 41 
round Salaries, if they have not ſtrong In- 
el inations to Perquiſites alſo. The frequent 2 
Orders of the Houſe againſt Bribery and þ 
Corruptions in Elections, has had but lit. t 
tle effect, for moſt People believe they are 2 
caſily evaded. But one great Fault lyes in 3 
the Electors, which are generally of that \ 
ſordid Temper, to fell their Votes, Birth- Ih \ 
rights, and Country, for a ſmall Sum, ot; 
what is worſe, a Pot of Ale. Tis hardly I | 
to be remedied now (except it be by the 
| 
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Iwill make ſome Remarks on the Ma- Conti 
nãgement of our Law. Here one has a large 14 9s 
Field of Villanies to travel in. We boaft 
we have the beſt Laws in the World, 
Magna Charta, and the Lord knows what. 
We talk much of Liberty and Property, 
and with Reaſon claim it as our due, and 
| praiſe our Excellent Conſtitution above all 
| others, and fo it is if we kept to it; but 
all this is little more than a jingle of Words, 
which have a delicate Sound. How We 
enjoy theſe Bleſſings, the Lawyers, who 
are our Guardians, and have the Cuſtod 
of this rich Patrimony, will no doubt give 
a very good Account of. To borrow a few 
hard Words from the Tories, *tis moſt cer- 
tain that all Men have a Divine, Hereditary, 
and Indefeaſible Right to Juſtice, tis their 
Jure Divino, but we are like the Romanifts, 
who make it very difficult for the Poor, and 
very eaſy for the Rich to gain Heaven ; ſo 
if a Man wants Money, of Conſequence, he 
ſhall want both Law and Juſtice: At this 
Rate Men are in a miſerable Caſe, 
' & who have neither a Title to Heaven or 
Farth. 
As Matters are carry'd in England by the Nogreater 
|| Lawyers, there is no greater Tyranny un- 154 
der the Sun, for inſtead of being oppreſt by Place chan 
one Tyrant, as in an abſolute Monarchy, i a 
We have a Hundred Thouſand. What un- 

F 2 fortunate 
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fortunate Wretch amongſt Us, that is ſo mi. 
ſerable as to have no Money, can have the 
Benefit of the Law as to the Recovery of his 
Right, or defending himſelf againſt Opprel. 
ſion? I will endeavour to illuſtrate this by! 
two Caſes; and if T am in a miſtake for want I © 
Vir bout of underſtanding the La w, or any other Parti. Þ ** 


poſible for The firſt is of a Stranger that ſhall come 
any one to up to Town, and thro? Malice, or any 0 © 
ke, or ther Motive, be arreſted in the City; na, N t. 
defend even by a Man that owes him Money, and ; 
himſelf ſhall be carried to one of the Counters, if he 


1 
cn. have not T'wo ſubſtantial Houſe-keepers, © * 


Inhabitants of the City, ſuch as the Ser- 
jeants ſhall approve cf, to be his Bail: Now t 
We ſuppoſe this a very poor Man, that has 

not a Shilling to help himſelf, nor any Ac- 
quaintance, or Friend, within reach; and 


n 
t 
0 
this will not be deny'd, is, and has been ? 
I many poor Man's Caſe; the firſt Uſage he 
meets with, is, that his Clothes are taken 1“ 
from his back tor Garniſh Money, and o- 
ther Rogueries ſuffer'd, and practis'd in the 
Goal; and after lying ſometime on the 
Ground amongſt Villains, and cover'd with 
Vermine, if he cannot Fee an Attorney to 
appear for him, he ſhall have Judgment 
go againſt him by Default, and ſo nail'd | 
| down with an Execution for ever; ſome- | 
times if he does make a ſhift to get an At- 
| 1! torney, 
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torney, and he is a Knave, which few of 
them are other wiſe, no Argument but Mo- 
ney being capable to make them honeſt, 
or mind their Client's Buſineſs, Judgment 
| ſhall be obtain'd, and conſequently Execu- 
tion againſt him, by Bribery, thro? Conni- 


vance, Neglect, and a "Thouſand Tricks 


daily practis'd amongſt them; and he is 
| accounted the cunningeſt Solicitor, or At- 
torney, and gets generally moſt Buſineſs, 
who has the Reputation of underſtanding 
| beſt the knavih Part of the Law, a uſual 
Phraſe they have; and that Part of the 
Law is ſo copious, takes up the Study of fo 
many of theſe Gentlemen, being infinitely 


the moſt profitable Part of it, that the ho- 
neſt ſide of it, or the impartial Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Law, 1s very little thought on, 


or rarely us'd. Again, the Law is chielly G, t part 
in Latin, a Tongue few underitand, and 2 
in ie L- 
tinTongue. 


ſuch Latin too, that none but themſelves 
can conſtrue ; this 15 mere Popery, for as 
they have their Prayers in the fame un- 
known Tongue, that the ignorant Wretch 
knows not what he asks of God; fo a Man 
that goes to Law mult of Neceſſity whol- 
ly truſt to his Lawyers Honeſty, and Abi- 
lity, to ſet his Caſe in a true Light, and 
muſt ſtand or fall by what the Lawyer does, 
it being totally put out of his Capacity to 
judge in his own Caſe, whither it be ſta— 

| F 3 ted 
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ted right or Wrong; and ſtill to make it 

more dark and myſterious, they have alſo 
Particular pecu iar Hands, with many crabbed Abbre. 
2 and yiations, with a Dictionary of hard Names 
with mam Unintelligible Jargon, Eternal, and endle{ 
* Tautalogies ; writing ſix Words in a Line, 
tions pecu- and fifteen Lines in a Page, only to enhance 
liar to the the Charge, many ſcores of Pages in a Bill 


] 
| 
Low, „% or Anſwer, in Chancery, which ſhall be 
j 
[ 
| 


— ir compris'd in a Breviate of half a Sheet of 
_— Paper, and no Man ſuffer'd, at leaft under 
to the com. great Diſcouragement, to plead in his own 
mon eo. Cauſe, ſo that all Men are totally at their 
ple. Mercy; and ifa Word in a Declaration, or 


other Inſtrument, is omitted, miſplac'd, Þ | 


or mi{-ſpelt,or wrong apply'd in pleading, 
Man is in danger of being ruin'd, at leaſt 
Colts aſſign'd againſt him, if he comes of 
ll ſo. In ſhort, the Juſtice, Equity, or Me. 
| rit of the Cauſe is rarely conſider'd, but that 
| is the {ſucceſsful Suit which is carry?d on ac- 
1 cording to Military Stratagems, Doubling, 
| Wirdings, Surprizes, Tricking, Catching at 
all Advantages. This went to far formerly, 
that Men were worded, as well as ſwore 
out of their Lives and Eſtates. If a Law- 
yer ſhou'd make this Anſwer in caſe of fob 
Actions, that a Man may ſummon the Plan- 
tiff before a Judge to ſhew cauſe of Action; 
and if he does nor, or cannot, the Perſon 1s 
diſcharg'd of Courſe, but this makes no- 
thing 
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thing againſt what I faid before, for ſtill a 
h Man muſt have Money to do this; and 
e. without it T cannot ſee any poſſible ways 
„to defend himſelf againſt Oppreſſion, as I 
{kW aſſerted above. 

The other Inſtance, that a Man without 
e Money cannot recover his Right; allowing 
the former, the latter will eaſily be grant- 
be ed, for if a Man has not Means, Money, or 
of Þ Ability to defend himſelf, he is leſs capable 
er to make an Attack, and diſlodge his Ene- 


n my. g 
it In the Courſe of our Law there is no M dif- 
difference made between the ſueing for the ven in 


ſmalleſt Sum and the greateſt : the Proſecu- ANL 


2 tions are equally tedious and chargeable: between 
t Thus if a poor working Man has a Debt of l. 
but Forty Shillings, which, tho? but little Sun 
. ia it ſelf, yet it may be half as much as he aud 455 
ubs worth, for abundance of our poor People“ ati. 
by their indefatigable Induſtry, and La- 
„ bour, ſupport their Families with a very 
little Stock; and there is a Thouſand of 
„ theſe Caſes for one of Conſequence; yet 
e if the poor Man has to do with a rich 
one, and he is reſolv'd (as moſt are) to 
perplex, oppreſs, or cheat the poor Man 
of his Right, before he ſhall have Juſtice 
done him, if he gets any at all, and finds 
Money to proſecute, and runs thro” all the 
Mages and Labyrinths of our Courts, it ſhall 

F 4 colt 
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coſt him ten Times his Debt ; and if he re. 
covers his principal Money, with Coſts of 
Suit, upon the Ballance of his Account, he 
ſhall be out of Pocket ten Pound for the 
Recovery of the aforeſaid Sum of Forty 
Shillings (for the Coſts that is allow'd falls 
very ſhort of the Money a Man 1s out in 
proſecuting) beſides the loſs of his time in 
ſolliciting, more valuable than his Money, 
running from one knaviſh Attorney to anc. 
ther, attending Council, Offices, and other 
Vexations not to be expreſt. The Lawyers, 
above all other People, who much better 
deſerve, or earn their Money, having this 
Privilege, or rather Aſcendency over Man- 
kind, that you muit wait on them, and 
beg them to take your Money, and thank 
them too; be mightily oblig'd to them if they 
pleaſe to afford you a gracious Nod, or 
Smile, for vouchſating to plunder you, when 
others are glad to have their Wages, or due, 
tor fetching. 

The Adminiſtration of our Juſtice is divi- 
ded between Law and Eguit), of which we 
have diſtinct Courts; and 'tis a Proverb a- 
mongſt Us, That a Man who makes the 
Common Law his Conſcience may be 2 
great Knave; and that rigid Juſtice may 
become the greateſt Injury. 'Tis ſtrange 
one Court cannot be ſufficient for both theſe 
Ends of Law, and Conſcience; Law with- 

ES | out 
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out Conſcience is a very odd Law. We 


know but of one Court in Heaven, where 
We mult all be try'd, without the Advan- 
tage, or Vexation of removing it to ano- 
ther. Thus the Letigious, when Sentence 
is given againſt them, tho' never ſo juſtly, 


in one Court, ſhall remove the Cauſe to a- 
nother; get Things they call Injunttions 
to ſtop the Execution of Juſtice, and ſo per- 


plex, and weary out the injur'd Perſon by 


exceſſive Trouble and Charge, and render 


ineffectual all that has been donc for his 


Relief, except he has a potent Purſe to 


wage an endleſs, or lingering War; and if 
he gets the Day at laſt, he ſhall fit dowa a 
conſiderable looſer, and had better been 
contented with the loſs of his Right, which 
had been the leaſt Evil of the two. Tis 
too much, for the narrow Compals of this 
Treatiſe, to particularize all the trouble- 
ſome Circumſtances that attend Suits of 
this Nature, which wou'd very much ag- 
gravate, lay open, and prove this Myſtery 
of Iniquity; let that be left to other Pens, 
who have more Knowledge, and better 
vers'd in this Maſs of Wickedneſs. But I 
can think of but one Reaſon for this vile 
Trade (which gratifies fo much that helliſh 
Paſſion of Revenge, a Vice We are very 
much prone to by Nature) which is, that 
there muſt be a great many younger Bro- 
e | thers, 
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thers, and ſuch like, provided for, and 
what is more feazable, than to breed them 
up to the Practiſe of the Law to raiſe their 
Fortunes? And fo about Fifty Thonſand 
muſt be provided for this way, tho? at the 
Expence and Ruin of Three Millions. 

I am ſenſible the great Hazard I run by 
this plainneſs, and perhaps I may be ruin'd 
my ſelf for it; but is their any Cauſe fo no- 
ble to ſuffer in, as that of Truth and Liber- 
ty, in Oppoſition to Villany and Oppreſſi- 
on. 

Above tro Tis thought that there is above Two 
Millions a Millions a Year expended in the Law, and 
N if it goes on at the rate it has done, by mul- 
zbe Law. tiply ing Villanies and Vexations, the Wealth 
of the Nation wall not at laſt be ſufficient to 

ſatisfie the voracious Appetite of the Law- 

yers, Goalers, and their Dependants. If 

a Man's Horſe ſteps into another Man's 

Field, tho* not Two Pence Damage is done, 

the Coſt of the Law in ſuing for the Treſ- 

paſs commonly amounts to about Thirty 
Pound. They ſay there is a Record in Chan- 

cery, that ſhows, that two good Eſtates 

were ſpent in a Diſpute about a black Sheep 

of one Man's, running into a Flock of 

Shcep of another Man's, ?Tis endleſs to 

tell the aſtoniſhing Inſtances of the Ruin 

the Law has brought on Pamilies for Trifles. 
Undoubtedly the Law was originally _ 

- or 
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for the Peace and Preſervation of Mankind, 


but now *tis in a great Meaſure made uſe of 
for their Deſtruction, giving great Encou- 


3 to wicked Men to execute their 


alice and Reſentment, when they dare 


not attempt any other way of leſs Certain» 


ty and Safety; for *tis very common to hear 
revengeful Spirits ſay, I care not what it 
coſts me ſo I can ruin the Dog ; too fre- 
uent, too many, and too ſucceſsful are 
uch Inſtances; fad it is, particularly to the 
Poor, to live in a Country that gives not a 
ſmall, but a more than ordinary Counte- 
nance to ſuch Violences and Oppreſſion. 
They tell us there is a Court of Conſcience 
erected in London, for the eaſy and cheap re- 
covery of ſmall Sums; but this is but one, 
and there are no more in Exgland that I 
know of, and this extends only to Freemen, 
except the High Court of Chancery, or E- 
quity, for that is the Grand Court of Con- 
cience; but as to the ſpeedy, and cheap 
Execution of Juſtice there, let thoſe who 
have Experience ſpeak to; I heartily pray 
that no one that has not already, may ever 
try it. Were all People of my Mind, the 
Law ſhou'd ſpeedily be curtail'd, and the 
Lawyers reform'd, for no one in their Wits, 
if I cou'd help it, ſhou'd ever make uſe of 
them, and then Ninety nine in a Hundred 


wou'd ſoon be turn'd a grazing, or * 
. ce 
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ſeck honeſter Employments, than as they 
now make them. I know no Difference [ 
hardly ever had in my Lite with any Perſon, 
I cou'd not willingly put to Arbitration, 
or ſubmit to the Determination of honeſt 
Men, indifterently choſen ; nay, more than 
that, I have often, when I have met with 
a litigious, or troubleſome Perſon, proffer'd 
to leave it to Friend of their own chooſing, 
provided he was a Man that had a Chara- 
Qer for Probity, and ſo ſave both our Mo- 
ney in our Pockets, that mult infallibly be 
thrown away amongſt the Lawyers; and 
when People have almoſt ruin'd themſelves 
by Law, they generally have recourſe to 
that Remedy at laſt, which they might as 
well have done at firſt, and ſo ſav'd al 
their Expences. I do not pretend to pre- 
{cribe my Method to all other Men. 
There is an abſolute Neceſſity to go to 
Law in ſome Caſes, and ſo that good 
Book, The whole Duty of Man, allows; 
but it muſt be under thoſe Reſtrictions there 
laid down. TI only ſpeak of the horrible A- 
buſe and Corruption of the Law; and if I 
have not told Matter of Fact, I have ſaid 
nothing, and blotted Paper to no purpoſe; 
bur it I have, and the People of Exglaud la- 
bour under this grand Grievance and Op- 
preſſion, eſpecially the Poor, and midling 


Sort, who are Ten Thouſand to One of the 


other 
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other Sort, *tis moſt worthy the Notice 
| of thoſe Gentlemen, and Great Men, who 
ſet up for Patriots, or elſe I do not under- 


ſtand the meaning of the Word, for other- 
wiſe the noiſe and pretence of publick Good 
is mere ſham and grimace. 


If a Man has but little Money, and his 4 Max 
Adverſary a potent Purſe, he ſhall ſpend 2 

what he has, and be ne'er the better. If 2 || 

his Pocket is ſo ſhallow that he can fee but never car- | 


an indifferent Council, and with an indif- Caſe 


ferent Fee, his Antagoniſt, that has plen- 
ty of Guineas to beſtow on the Golden Coun- 
ci], they ſhall noiſe him and his Cauſe out 
of the Court. Our eminent Council, for 
without them there's nothing to be done, 
can hardly open their Mouths under Three, 
Four, or Five Guineas for a Fee; and.it the 
Cauſe is not try'd that Term, or put off but 
for two or three Days, which is often their 
Faults, being employ'd in other Courts, 
having generally more Buſineſs than they 


can well turn their Hands to, the Fee, or 


Doſe, muſt be repeated again and again, if 
you intend to refreſh their Memory to we 
purpoſe, tho? they have your Breviate all 
the while. I have heard that in Fance, no 
Council or Advocate ſeldom takes above a 
French Crown for a Fee, but here the Coun- 
cil's Fees in ſome fat and durable Cauſes, 


wou'd buy a moderate Eſtate. Tis 2 
N the 
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the Lawyers have purchas'd a fourth Part 
of the Lands of the Kingdom. When you 
travel the Country, and ſee a pleaſant Seat, 
tis Two to One but it belongs to a Lawyer. 
I heard an ancient Gentleman affirm, that 
within his Memory there were but Six At- 
torneys in all the County of Norfo/k, and 
now they are ſo plentifully encreas'd, that 
there is above Fifteen Hundred, beſides So- 
licitors, Petty-foggers, and Splitters of 
Cauſes. 
The Inſtance of People having the Bene- 
fit of the Law without Money, in the 
Caſe of Forma Panperis, is a Thing not 
worth anſwering ; for as few ever had Be- 
nefit by it, ſo tis rarely us'd, the Lawyers 
not caring to encourage ſuch fort of Cuſto- 
mers. 
Ac By a modeſt Computation, theſe Gen. 
2 of d' Arms of the Law, to be reckon'd from 
4 the higheſt to the loweſt, may be computed 
ver: in ata ricoooo Men; now allow theſe but 
England. Dragoons Pay, one with another, which is 
Twenty Pound Head, and very ſhort 
Allowance for a Lawyer, yet it amounts to 
Two Millions Sterling, which is no ſmall 
Article in the National Account, for all 
that's more than neceſſary, does the Devil 


more Service than the People, and haſtens 


their Ruin. 
There 


Corruptions in the Law. 

There is a neceſſity that there ſhould be 
ood Laws, and ſo conſequently there muſt 
be Lawyers to plead them, and put them in 
Execution, but as few of them as is poſſi- 
ble, for the Wealth and Proſperity of all 
Nations depends upon the working People; 
ſo thoſe Sort of People who neither Plow 
nor Sow, except it be Diſcord, ought to be 
us'd very ſparingly, and very few in num- 
ber may ſerve: The firſt is like the Silk- 
Worm, the laſt the Caterpillar. Since the 
| vaſt encreaſe of our Lawyers, our Laws 
have encreas'd in Proportion, till they run 
Counter, and contradict one another, for 
in ſuch vaſt Number of Acts of Parliament, 
we are forc'd to have many explanatory 
Acts, for *tis Ten to One, it they are not 
like voluminous Writers, liable to Contra- 
dict ions, and as O/aham fays, 


Where darken'd Equity is kept from Light, 
Under vaſt Reams of Nonſenſe buried quite. 


But this makes Work for the Lawyers, and 
brings great Griſt to their Mill, for as there is 
hardly honeſt Employment for the hundredth 
Part of them, the other Ninety nine muſt 
ſtuddy how to pick Holes, find Flaws, and 
puzzle the Cauſe, and ſo many of them are 
got into the Houſe of Commons, who have 
generally the Management of all the Bills, 

| | that 
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that *tis not to be doubted but great Care 
will be taken of the grand Concern of the 
Nation, vis. Merchandize, Trade, and em- 
ploying the Poor, or keeping them ſo. 
Some Cauſes ſhall laſt half an Age before 
they be determin'd, becauſe of the difficul. 
ty of interpreting right the Law, it being 
ſo hard to find the true meaning of ſome 
Acts of Parliament, but all this while, who 
ever gets the better, or where-ever the Cauſe N c 
is decided or no, the Lawyers pillage both it 
Sides, and the longer the Suit, or more in- b 
tricate, the better for them, for 't is everla- Þ þ 
ſting if the Money is ſo. Amongſt other 1 
0 
8 
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deep Policies of the late Frezch Ring, and it 
cannot be deny*d but he did in his Civil Ad- 
miniſtrations amongſt his Subjects, many 
great and laudable Actions worthy the Imi- | 
tation of other Monarchs, reduc'd all the ; 
Laws of France into two ſmall Volumes 


that one might carry in ones Pocket, call'd, 


Code de Lewis des Affair de Mere. Code 
de Lewis de Affair de terre. But J believe 
a Man's Pocket that wou'd hold all our 
Law Books muſt be little leſs than Me. 
minſter-hall. The Law in France began to 
be corrupted as ours is now, but this preſent 
Regent is a ſtopping the Lawyers in their 
Career, curtailing the Law and Courts, 
reducing it to its primitive Practiſe, to make 


the Execution of Juſtice ſpeedy, cheap, and 


eaſy, 
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re ¶ caſy. In former Times a Man might for a 
e very {mall Matter ſell, and in half a Sheet 
n. of Paper convey away a great Eſtate; but 
I have known an Eſtate of but Thirty 
te Pound # Aram, that the Writings, and 
|- # paſſing Fines, and learn'd Councils Fees, 
Cc. have come to a Hundred and For 
Pounds, and the Deeds and Parchments al 
moſt as much as one cou'd carry, before it 
cou'd be conyey'd to the Purchaſer accord- 
ing to modern Law. I wonder what ſhou'd 
be the Cauſe of this mighty Difference; is jt 
becauſe We are wiſer, or better than our 
Anceſtors: I muſt confeſs the Lawyers are 
excellent Tutors, if you will take Craft for 
Wiſdom, or Litigiouſneſs and Tricking for 
Honeſty; The Particulars of the infinite 
Number, and variety of Villanies practis'd 
by them, to the Ruin of poor People, and 
numberleſs Families, wou'd fill a,Cart-load 
of Books. If any one is ſo much a Stran- 
ger in the World, or to Qur Country, as 
not to know it, let him inquire of any one 
that ever went to Law, and that moſt Men 
in the Kingdom, that have liv'd here but a 
ſmall time, have ſome time or otlier, and 
ſee if you can find one that fays he ever met 
with an honeſt Lawyer, or at leaſt was not 
abominably abus'd, or does not gricvouſly 
complain of the tediouſneſs and chargeable- 
neſs of the Law. Tis the fad Fate of ma- 
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ny poor Men, that when the Lawyers have 
got all their Money, they throw them into 
Priſon becauſe they have none. 

How is it poſſible but that the Law muſt 
be prodigious chargeable and oppreſſive, 
when Clerk's, and other Places, are fold for 
ſuch vaſt Sums, as Five Thouſand Pound, 
and more given for one of them, which re- 
quires no other Qualification, or Duty, than 
writing ones Name; and if you cannot do 
that, you may have a Deputy to do it for 
you ? This is levying a Tribute upon the 
People with a Witneſs; the Burthen of 
which will be ſo heavy at laſt, that they 
muſt ſink under it, if not timely eas'd. 

As our Rewards are very unequally di- 
ſtributed, ſo our Puniſhments are as par- 


ments un- tial. Tis ſtrange that it ſhall be made Fe- 


equally dis 


lony without Benefit of the Clergy to pick 
a Handkerchief out of a Man's Pocket, and 
ſo conſequently Death, and yet moſt groſs 
and wilful Perjury lightly puniſh'd; and 
Breach of Truſt hardly puniſh'd at all. 1 
will leave it to any Man's Choice, which 
Injury he rather wou'd have done him, his 
Pocket pickt, rob'd on the Highway, or to 
have a Perſon whom he hath intruſted with 
his All, cheat and deceive him. To have 
Executors and Guardians rob Orphans, 
plunder thoſe committed to their Charge of 
plentiful Eſtates, and turn them a ſtarving 

: Into 
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into the World; and if the injur'd have 
Friends and Money (for without that there's 
no notice taken, or Remedy againſt thoſe 
Crimes) to proſecute theſe worſt of Thieves, 
the greateſt Puniſhment they can have by 
our Laws, is only to faſten them in the Fleet, 
or King's Bench, where they will in ſpite 
of Mankind, live upon the Orphans, or 
cheated Perſon's Eſtate. ö 
The Law neceſſitates Truſt as Executors, 
Guardians Deeds of Truſt, and a great ma- 
ny other Inſtances which cannot be avoided, 
but when this Truſt is betray'd, it ruins 
Orphans, and Families; and he that has 
pot Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, or Money in 
is Hands, how hard it is to get it out, 
conſidering the wronged Perſon 1s ſtript of 
all, and fo totally diſabled to ſue or con- 
tend for his Right, which is difficult to get 
with Money, but hardly ever without, 
therefore there ſhou'd be ſome Corporal, 
and ſevere Puniſhment for this enormous 
Crime of Breach of Truſt. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord Chief Juſti- 
ces, es, and other worthy Lawyers, 
can't help theſe Corruptions of the Law, for 
they muſt take, and act by the Law as they 
find it; and undoubtedly they wou'd reme- 
dy theſe Abuſes I here treat of, if *twas in 
their Power. 


G2 What- 
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Whatever Conceit We may have of our 
ſelves, and our Wiſdom, God's Laws are 
not only the juſteſt, but wiſeſt and beſt, 
and ſuits all Countries and Ages, and what- 
ever Laws of any Country derogates from 
them, they are in the wrong, and will find 
their Folly. God's Laws never puniſh'd 
Theft with Death ; and no doubt of it het- 
ter Remedies, more proper, and juſt Puniſh- 
ments, might be found for that Offence, 
than ſhedding the Criminals Blood, who 
might repent, have it put out of his Power 
of doing more Miſchief, do himſelf and bis 
Country Service. But is there any Pro- 


portion between the Crime of a Man, that 


to ſupply his prefling Neceflities, ventures 
his Life to ſurprize, or take only what you 
have about you, or break your Houſe, of 
which all People ought to be on their Guard, 
as expecting no other Uſage from them, and 
a Per ſon Who I think is an honeſt Man, and 
my Friend, who by his fair Promiſes and 
Inſinuations deludes me to ſuch a Confi- 
dence in him, as to intruſt my All, or beſt 


part of my Subſtance in his Hands; nay, 


what is more dear to me, my Wife, my 
Children, and all that is truly precious in 
this Life, and he to betray and ruin me, or 
my Family, and ſometimes fo craftily, as 


no Law We have in being will touch the 


Villain? Does any Mortal put common 
| Thieves 
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Thieves upon a ballance with ſuch Rogues? 
And yet our Lawyers, or Law- makers, a- 
mongſt the Thouſand of Acts of Parlia- 
ments, have hitherto overlookt, or omit- 
ted to diſtinguiſh this higheſt Pitch of Villa- 
ny. 

The want of due, and ſevere puniſhing 
Perjury, Frauds, Cheats, clandeſtine Mort- 
gages, ſelling Eſtates over and over, and 
ſuch like, 1s a great diſcouragement to Fo- 
reigners to come to be naturaliz'd, in or- 
der to Purchaſe amongit Us; for if our own 
ableſt and cunningeſt Lawyers have fre- 
quently been cheated themſelves, how ſhall 
an illiterate Man in the Law, a Foreigner, 
be ſafe? There is ſo many Quirks, Villa- 
nies, and Tricks, now practis'd in the Law, 
beſides the many Deeds upon Deeds, Fines 
paſſing, and endleſs Scrols and Offices to 
paſs, that no one knows when he has a 


Title, or when not, or whether ever he is 


ſafe, or no, in the Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate, 
or that ſome Flaw or other that he nor his 
Council never dreamt of, might not be 
pickt in his Title; and if it do not totally 
deprive him of his Eſtate, yet it may put 
him to a vaſt Expence, For our Laws are 
now ſo Ambiguous, that they may be eternal- 
ly diſputed and never reconciled, 

I will draw one juſt Parallel between 
our Religion, and our Law; what relates 


33 to 


86 


Corruptions in the Law. 


to the Soul, and what to the Body. 
The Chriſtian Religion lay ſeveral Ages 
under Egyptian Darkneſs of Popery, till 
the Reformation ; but then the Prieſts (as 
our Lawyers do now) made a mighty Out- 
cry, and Oppoſition againſt an Alteration of 
a Religion of ſo long ſtanding, and the ſet. 
tled Conſtitution of the Church Eſtabliſh'd 
by Law; but *twas anſwer'd, that not with. 
ſtanding their pretended Antiquity, *twas 
they that had alter'd, corrupted, and de. 
parted from the true and ancient Confſtituti- 
on of the Church, nor ſhou'd their long 
ontinuance in this Error, ſo dangerous to 
ouls, be admitted as a Plea, or Reaſon, 
to remain ſo for ever; for according to the 
Proverb, Better mend late than never, 
The fame Argument holds good alſo in re- 
ſpect to the preſent State of our Laws; We 
have infring'd and broken our good old 
Conſtitution, and *tis more than time to re- 
turn to, and recover it. A Reformation in 
the Law is of as abſolute Neceſſity, as a Re- 
formation was formerly in the Church, it 
any Regard is to be had to the Bodies of 
Men ; otherwiſe, to call this an excellent 
Conſtitution, according to our preſent Ma- 
nagement, 1s no better than deceiving poor 
and unfortunate People with an empty, or 
rather wrong Name, 


The 
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The Corruption of our Law was later 
than the Corruption of our Religion. The 
vaſt Number of Prieſts, Friars, Monks, 
Abbey-Lubbers, Ec. bred out, ſwarm'd, 
and liv'd upon the Corruption of Religion, 
as Inſects do upon a rotten Carcaſs; and 
ſome Remains of this Filth We have at 
this Day, vis. the Eccleſiaſtical Court, Oc. 
But when the Goſpel Light ſhin'd amongſt 
Us, theſe Vermin, who were by a Calcu- 
lation about 200000, were reduc'd to about 
$8000 Orthodox, benefic'd Clergy, and pro- 
bably three Times that Number of inferior 
ones. Thus the Lawyers, or thoſe that 
live upon the Corruption of the Law in 
England, are more in Number than in all 
Europe beſides, and ten Times more than 
are neceſſary, which nine Parts are not on- 
ly ſuperfluous, but miſchievous, and a ve- 
ry heavy Burthen upon the People, and the 
greateſt Nuſance, or Grievance, the Nati- 
on now groans under. The Scriptures ſay 
the Laws are made to puniſh Tranſgreſſors, 
but theſe Men encourage Tranſgreſſors, 
and Tranſgreſſions, perpetually ſetting 
Neighbours at Variance, without which 
diabolical Work they cannot live; the very 
reverſe of the Peace-Makers, to whom a 
Bleſſing is annex'd. They Trade for the 
Devil as well as themſelves, being inſepa— 
rably join'd in one Cauſe and Intereſt toge- 
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ther. If I was to buy an Eſtate, I wou'd 


give more Money, the farther it lay from 
the Neighbourhood of a Lawyer. Where 
moſt Lawyers are, there are moſt Diſſention 
and Debate, and at laſt moſt Poverty. The 
Law is ſometimes, tho? not always, begun 
for Right, but ſeldom fails to be carry'd on 
for Revenge. They are in one Senſe much 
worſe than the lazy Prieſts before ſpoken of, 
as the firſt being paſſive Rogues, the other 
active ones. 

{ will conclude this Head with ſome Ob. 


and Creditor. Our Laws, in this Caſe, are 
different from all other Nations, even from 
that part of che Iſland call'd Scotlaud; 1 
mean in impriſoning, and detaining the Per- 
{on of the Debror for ever, tho? not worth 


one Farthing in the World, nor any ways 


capable to make rhe leaſt Satisfaction to his 
cruel Creditor, I wonder ſuch fort of Cre- 
ditors have the Impudence to pretend they 
are Chriſtians, or ſay the Lord's Prayer, 
which is ſo diametrically. oppoſite to their 
Practice, and the vain Hopes of thoſe Men, 
to think they ſhall be ſav'd, when the Con- 
dition of their Salvation depends upon this 
very Point, Of forgiving their Debtors, as 
they expect God will forgive their Debts. 
Our Saviour enforces this, by a Parable of a 
Lord that forgave his Steward a great ory 
is 2 
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Talents upon his pleading Inſolvency, but 
this wicked Steward, as ſoon as he went 
out of his Preſence, forgot his Lord's Cle- 
mency, and threw his Fellow-Servant in 
Goal for a few Pence he ow'd him, tho? 
he us'd the ſame Plea of Poverty, and 
begg'd Mercy; which when his Lord heard 
of, he pronounc'd a juſt Judgment on him 
without Mercy, to throw him into an e- 
ternal Priſon, 


There is one general Pretence for this Se. 


verity of the Law in confining the Bodies 
of Men for Debts, that if it was otherwiſe, 
it wou'd deſtroy Credit, and People wou'd 
not care how far they run in Debt. Cer- 
tainly there is Credit in Holland, France, 
and other Countries, and yet they do not 
keep Debtors, who have nothing to Pay, in 
Goal. But *tis my mean Opinion, that this 
Sort of Credit that is given upon Preſump- 
tion of throwing Men in Goal at Diſcre- 
tion, is as well ruinous to the Creditor as 
Debtor, I have known many Men of this 
cruel Diſpoſition (particularly one who has 
had ſeldom leſs than two Hundred poor 
People under Arreſts at the ſame time, and 
tis very common with thoſe People call'd 
Tally-Men) truſt Hand over Head till 
they have broke, as depending that the Goal 
was an infallible Security for their Money, 
which as infallibly deceives them, and * 

the 
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the Proverb ſays, Pays no Debts; ſo that 
Men relying upon this rotten Foundation, 
or Remedy, tipp one another down like 
Nine-Pins, \and follow cloſe at the Heels 
into the Road of a Priſon. If Men had 
not this Power over one another, they 
wou'd be a little more Circumſpect, and 


careful who they truſted ; they wou'd in- 


quire a little more into the Sobriety and In- 
duſtry of the Perſon who they were going 
to.give Credit to; and if he was an honeſt 
and induſtrious Man, it wou'd be his In- 
tereſt to keepup his Credit, and good Name, 
ſo eſſential to his well-doing in this World; 
but a Goal is far from giving Relief to the 
Creditor in any Reſpect; and moſt Credi- 
tors are ſo beſotted, that when they have 
arreſted their Debtor, will comply with no 
reaſonable Terms for his Releaſe, not conſi- 
dering that the Debtor, when firſt laid hold 
on by thoſe Cannibals call'd Bailiffs, is fo 
terrified with the Apprehenſions of a Goal, 
that he ſtrains all, and offers what Terms 
is poſſible for him; which if then refus'd, 
the Creditor never has, or can have the like 
Offer again; for the Blood-hounds of Bai- 
liffs, Goalers, and the like, ſoon empty his 
Veins, and then the merciful Creditor has 
nothing but the bleſſed Satisfaction to make 
Dice of his Bones, a common Saying a- 
mongſt theſe Savages. The Curſe of this 

Way 
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Way of attaching, and confining the Body 
at Diſcretion, is ſo fatal, that if an honeſt 
Dealer, who has liv'd in great Credit, and 
has wherewithal to pay every one, yet if 
one malicious Creditor ſhall ſue him more 
out of Pique and Revenge, than to get his 
Debt, it ſo ruins his Reputation, that it ſhall 
bring all the reſt of his Creditors, like Vul- 
tures, upon his Carcaſs, and utterly de- 
ſtroys him and his Family, before he can 
poſſibly call in his Debts, or Effects, to ſtop 
their ravenous Mouths. The Apprehenſi- 
on of a Goal ſtrikes others with ſuch a Ter- 
ror, that when they have Peoples Money 
and Goods in their Hands, and fear the Con- 
ſequence of any Loſs, or falling into the 
Power of the Law, run into Foreign Coun- 
tries, and ruin others before they will be 
ruin*d themſelves; in ſhort, it hardens both 
Creditor and Debtor, to their mutual De- 
ſtruct ion; for what is more Barbarous than 
in the Caſe of Bankrupcy, that after a Bank- 
rupt has on Peril of his Neck given up all 
his Effects, to which his Creditors have no 
Object ion, yet the Lord High Chancellor, 


who is a Judge, and has Power to deter- 


mine Matters of much greater Conſequence, 
ſhall not have Power to diſcharge the Bank- 
rupt, but his Creditor, or Creditors, with- 
out being oblig'd to give the leaſt Reaſon 
for it, ſhall, after they have ſtript the Bank- 


rupt 
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rupt to his Skin, refuſe to ſign his Certif. 
cate, and fo condemn lym to perpetual Im- 
priſonment, when he has nothing left to 
{upport Life. If a Creditor has all that a 
Man hath, what can he deſire more. The 
Laws of God, Reaſon and Nature, require 
no more, not Impoſſibilities ; but molt Cre- 
ditors are ſuch Fools, that rather than take 
what their Debtors (who are not Bank- 
rupts) can give them, they will let them 
carry itintoa Priſon te ſpend it there. 

Our Laws, in this Particular, are either 
better, or worſe, than thoſe in other Coun- 
tries, but be ſure the latter, as far as they 
are againſt the Laws of God, Reaſon, and 
Senſe of all the reſt of the World; they are 
unreaſonable, and unjuſt, becauſe they do 
not in the leaſt diſtinguiſh between the ho- 
neſt unfortunate Man, which is an ob- 
ject of Pity, and not of Puniſhment ; and 
the Knave who always fares beſt, and if 
he has got Money, let it be by all the Villa- 
nies in the World, ſhall evade the Severity 
of our Laws, and make any Priſon (if it 
hold him) a Palace ; whereas the unfortu- 
nate Perſon, if he has led the Life of an An- 
gel, and in its whole Courſe has been charg'd 
with no ill Action, or the leaſt Extravagan- 


cy, an unavoidable Accident may happen 
to him that no human Prudence cou'd fore- 


tee, or prevent, as a Loſs at Sea, a Fire at 
| home, 
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home, fo that the Perſon that was to De 
worth ſome Thoufands, to Morrow ſhall 
be as many in Debt, and for his Confolati- 
on after theſe raiferable Misfortunes, a Goal 
is to be his Portion, where he muſt meer 
with the crueleſt of Deaths, viz. a lingri 
one, to ſtarve between Stone Walls, Shi 
his Wife and Children are begging about the 
Streets. The Law of God fays this, At the 
end of every ſeven Tears thou fhalt make a 
Releaſe. And this is the Manner of the Re- 
leaſe : Every Creditor that lendeth ought un- 
to his Neighbour, ſhall releaſe it, he ſhall not 
exact it of his Neighbour, or of his Brot ber, 
hecauſe it is called the Lord's Releaſe. In the 
Lear of the Jubilee there was a Releaſe of 
all Mortgages, Slaves, c. But the poor 
Debtor in Eng/azd has no Redemption till 
the Day of Death or Judgment. 

'Tis reckon'd there is about Sixty Thou- 
ſand miſerable Debtors periſhing in the Pri- 
ſons of England and Wales, where Hun- 
dreds die weekly of Want and infectious 
Diſeaſes, whoſe Blood, I fear, cries for 
Vengeance on a Nation that tolerates ſuch 
Cruelty by a Law. I knew a poor aged Infance 
Man that had liv'd well in his time, and 1 
married a very good Woman, with whom 51 F:ily 
he had a Fortune, but was brought by Mif- "ay for 
fortunes to that Degree of Poverty, that he 3 pac: 
was arreſted in the -Borough of „ 

or 
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for no greater Sum than Six-pence in 2 
MarſhaPs Court Writ (that curſed Court, 
which is only kept up to breed, and main- 
tain a vile Kennel of Blood-Hounds call'd 
Attorneys, Solicitors, Petti-foggers, Bai- 
liffs, Goalers, and the like) and carry'd to 
Priſon becauſe he cou'd not pay that, and 
the Charge of the Writ and Arreſt ; and 
tho? his Wife, who was a weak and ſickly 
Woman, offer'd to pawn, or ſell the Bed 
from under her to releaſe him, yet it cou'd 
not be done, for his Fees in two or three 
Days amounted to above Thirty Shillings, 
which was more than all they had in the 


World wou'd raiſe ; ſo he was forc'd to lye 


ſtarving in Priſon, the poor Woman, thro 
Grief and Want, ſoon died, and he conti- 
nued a Priſoner till he was releas'd by the 
Fifty Pound Act, but was ſo reduc'd by 
Hardſhips, and contracted ſuch Diſtempers 
in the Prifon, that he died immediately af- 
ter he was out, his Children were turn'd 
naked into the World to ſhift for themſelves, 
This is one Inſtance of Hundreds of the like 
Nature that daily occurs in the Counters, 
Marſhalſea, Whitechappel, and other cur- 

ſed Priſons. | 
The Word of God not only forbids in 
many Places, the uſe of falſe Weights and 
Meaſures, but likewiſe declares divers 
Weights and Meaſures are an Abomination 
0 
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to the Lord. To what end then do ſundry 
Courts, of different Methods, and diſtinct 
Prices, in the ſame Place, for the ſame 
Matter, ſerve, but meerly to puzzle and 
confound the unwary Suitor; as the King's 
Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, and 
many other eee, are now uſed for 
one and the ſame Purpoſe, according to the 
Pleaſure of the Law- quack, quite contrary 
to their original Inſtitutions? And if it be 
beneath the Dignity of ſuperior Courts (in 
tenderneſs to the Liberties of the Subject) 
to require Bail for leſs than Ten Pound cer- 
tain Debt? Why have the Inferior ones a 
Power to impriſon the Subject upon the 
leaſt Suggeſtion, and even no Certainty at 
all? To the Ruin (I may ſay Murther) of 
many Hundreds of People every Year, in 
the numerous Juriſdictions in every Coun- 
ty, City and Town in this Kingdom, which, 
like oper Webs, not only intrap the viler 
Inſect, but likewiſe the laborious Bee, and 
whatever is not of Force to reſiſt them, 
and pollute all Places where they are; or 
rather like ſo many Inquiſitions, which un- 
der the pretence of Juſtice, and publick 
Conveniency, are the Nurſeries of Cauni- 
bals, and meer Peſts of the Nation; of 
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calPd the Grand Inquiſition. is ſtil'd, in- — 


deed, Curia Palatii; how reaſonable its 
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Original was, I leave my Betters to judge, 
and conſider it here only in its preſent State, 
and as it has been for many Years paſt. 

_ This Court extends Ten Miles round the 
King's Palace; and within that Verge, any 
Perſon whatever (that is not eſpecially pri. 
vileg'd) may be Arreſted and Impriſon'd 
for any Value whatever, even to a Farthing 
Candle, and for any Cauſe or Pretence, ei- 
ther known or unknown: _ 

*Tis a Court, for the moſt part, uſed for 
Vexation and Revenge, and general 
known to favour the Plantifts in the vilel 
and moſt ſcandalous Litigations, where 
Defendants ſhall be put to ſeveral Pounds 
Expence for a Three Penny Matter, or leſs, 
ſuch as a Quart of Green Peas, valu'd Two 
Pence half- penny; a Penny worth of Herbs. 

The Firſt there was a Trial for in this 

1 Court, and a Child was arreſted for the Se- 

I! cond; and many Hundred of the like Preſi- 

dents; and are often condemn'd in fuch 
Cauſes as wou'd every where elſe be reject- 
ed as infamous and a bominable; to the great 
Encouragement, and Propagation. of Ez), 
Hatred, Malice, antl all Uncharitablene(s: 
and to the vaſt Trade and Affluence of that 
mock Judicature. 2 

It's Practice ts all engroſsd by four Coun- 
oil and ſix Attornies, for which each of theſe 

laſt pays about a Thouſand Pounds * 
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Entrance; and tis a known Maxim among 
them, That he who buys the Devil may fell 
him again. They have prodigions Num— 
bers of ſelect Bailiffs, or Catch-poles, who 
purchaſe their Places, each of whom keeps 
an Office and a Goal in his Houſe, where 
the Perſon arreſted 1s uſually brovghr, in 


order to be well drain'd, under pretence of 


Civility, where he is reckon'd about Nine 
Shillings for his Arreſt ; his firſt Nights 
Lodging coſts him Two Shillings, in a Bed, 
it may be, not worth Five, and a Shilling 
a Night afterwards ; beſides, their ſpung- 
ing for Liquor, where he muſt pay a 
Groat for what is not worth Two Pence : 
And if the poor Wretch has not Money to 
pay for Drink, Tobacco, or other Neceſſa- 
ries which the Bailiff ſells in his Houſe, 
theſe Rogues will not ſuffer his Friends to 
bring it to him: And if the poor Captive 
cannot find Bail, or ſuch as they like (after 
this Purgation) he is hurry*d to the Marſhals 
ſea, where his firſt Entertainment is, to have 
his Clothes ſtrip'd off his Back for Garniſh 
Money, and then for want of Money, 
Clothes, and Friends, is left naked to periſh 
by Cold and Hunger. 

Such has been the Fate of Thouſands 
within the Compaſs of a few Years; and 
ſo notorious are the Calamitics and Deſtruc- 
tions of that Place, that all the Inquiſiti- 
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ons in Spain and Portugal, and all the Gib- 
bets and Gallows in England, cannot vie 
with it for Slaughter ; ſeldom leſs than five 
or ſix Hundred being there pent up together 
at a time, beſides what is in Bailiffs Houſes, 
as private Priſons; and ſeldom leſs than 
ſix or eight, and ſometimes more, dying in 
it every Week thro? Miſery and Want, and 
a Diſtemper peculiar to that Place, calld 
the Diſtemper of the Priſon, which 1s an 
Infection near akin to the Plague; while 
vaſt Numbers abroad are continually wor- 
ry'd, and fleec'd by the Beaſts of Prey be- 
longing to that Court. 

It may be objected, that an Habeas Cor- 


Pus will remove all Cauſes above five Pound, 


Tis true, but that is very Expenſive, and 
likewiſe Bail requir'd thereon, which the 
poor and friendleſs cannot procure ; alſo, 
the far greater Number of Cauſes 1n that 


Court are laid under Five Pound to pre- 


vent ſuch a Remedy. 
That ſuch notorious Grievances ſhou'd 
ſtare every Hour in the Face of Sacred Ma- 


jeſ/y, and the Supreme Courts and Coun- 


cils in the Nation, without Confuſion, 1s 
no leſs wonderful ? A Court (rather a 
Monſter of the firſt Magnitude) obnoxious 
to all but it ſelf, and univerſally condemn'd 
as Iniquitous and Oppreſſive, and as a grand 
Diſturber to the beſt and moſt approv'd 
Courle of our Laws. I 
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I know not how this Python came to 
| ſorvive all the Shafts of a late Parliament 
that were ſhower'd upon him. If a ſhow- 
er of Gold will do it at any time, that 
cannot be wanting, and in a large Quanti- 
ty too, ſeeing there are ſo many who are a- 
| ble and willing to contribute to it. Its 
Members are all at Unity in themſelves; 
| and have alſo their diſtiact Intereſts, by 
Wilineſs, and Diligence to Parry every 
Thruſt; and the Patrons of Vice, and Op- 
preſſion, being generally more ſubtle, and 
vigilant in their Generation than the moſt 
Virtuous : Thus I doubt it formerly was, 
and thus it ſeems to have ſtood in ſome o- 
ther Caſes of Moment. I wonder the o- 
ther Gentlemen of the Law, the Judges, 
and eminent Council, Men Famous, and of 
great Reputation, don't rife up all in Arms 
againſt this raſcally Court, as a Scandal, 
and great Encroachment on the Law. 
This Court is as ridiculous for the Lawyers 
of Reputation to ſuffer, as for the College of 
Phyficians to ſit ſtill, and ſee a Seminary of 
Onacks, Horſe-Dofors, and Merry Audre dos, 
{cr up for Poiſoning People under their very 
Noſes, and get more Money by it than they 

do by Curing. 2 | 
But I hope in God, that ſo Excellent a 
Parliament, under ſo Gracious a Miu as at 
this time, will reviſe the ſaid former Pro- 
H 2 cecdings 
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ceedings in Parliament, againſt that Sourſe 
of Inquity, and Deſtruction, and extirpate 
the ſame for ever. 

Beſides the Numbers that periſh for 
want in the Marſhalſea Priſon, White Chap. 
75 Counters, and other Priſons in Ezg- 
and, moſtly by the Villany of the Goalers, 
I am credibly inform'd by Perſons who have 
been Priſoners, and Eye Witneſles in the 
Gate-Houſe Weſtminſter, that Priſoners there 
have been willfully, and actually ſtarv'd to 
Death, by the Tyranny of the Goaler, who 
for a Word ſpeaking, that has offended this 
abſolute Monarch (as all Goalers are) have 
been fetter'd with Irons of Sixty Pounds 
weight, and have worn them ſo long as to eat 
into their Legs, gangreen'd them, and turn'd 
to a Mortification, and at the ſame time has 
deny*'d them Suſtenance, and impriſon'd, for 
ſome time, the Perſons that preſum'd to 
veg them any; ?Tis very odd that a Goa- 
ler ſhall be ſuffer'd to aſſume ſuch a De- 
ſpotick Power over a Free- born Engliſhman, 
as to put Fetters on him at Diſcretion, and 
take them off at Pleaſure: Fetters are a ter- 
rible Addition to the Puniſhment of a Pri- 
ſon, and has coſt many Mens Lives. Now 
if the Law annexes this Puniſhment to any 
Capital, or particular Crime, why ſhould 
it be left in the Power of a Goaler to put 
them on, or take them off as he thinks fit? 
But 
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But the Reaſon is very plain, *tis a conſider- 

able Perquiſite of his Place, for which he 

| gives a great deal of Money; for this very 

| Article in the ſingle Priſon of Newgate, is 

worth ſome Hundreds a Year. But wh 

| muſt poor a Debtor be fetter'd like a Male- 

factor? Why, Toleration and Cuſtom goes 

| a great way with Us (except the Cuſtom 

of doing good) and is as good as a Law, 

| eſpecially if it be well paid for: Thus the 

| Catholick Inquiſitions,were firſt ſet up againit 

| Moors and Jews, but now turn'd upon 

| Chriſtians. 

| Moſt, or all of theſe Goalers, purchaſe Geske 
their Places, and give Civility Money to gize greae 
ſome body to wink at their Villanies and nn, 

Murthers. I remember a Book was prin- zbeir Pla- 

ted about twelve Years ago, of the Oppreſ- ce 

lions of Goalers, wherein was prov'd Rapes, 

| Robberies, and Murthers, but nothing came 

of it: O rare Libertz and Property! Bleſſed 

| Conſtitution, that other Countries need En- 

vy Us in, which if it ſhou'd tempt a Fo- 

reigner to come and dwell amongſt Us, and 

he be arreſted for a Suſpicion of Debt, in a 

right or wrong Action (tis all one for that) 

and ſo fall into the Power of one of our 

Goalers, and be us'd according to Cuſtom 

by the Lawyer and the Goaler, Extortion, 

Cheats, and Oppreſſion, unknown in other 

Countries, he wou'd|think all our fine Pre- 
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tences were to be read backwards, a; 
Witches ſay their Prayers; and that the 
true meaning of Liberty and Property in 
our Senſe, or rather Practiſe, was Tyrann; 
and S/avery. : 

To theſe Miſcries every Man, Woman, 
and the very Infants who live in England 
are all liable, eſpecially thoſe that are fo un- 
happy to meet with Caſualties and Mis. 
fortunes, tho? never ſo unavoidable. 

All theſe Oppreſſions, they ſay, have more 
than once been complain'd of, offer*d to be 
prov'd, but never puniſh'd, or remedied; 
and arc {till ready to be prov'd again by 
the Oaths of many living Witneſſes. 

The Mitcries and Torments poor Priſo— 
ners for Debt have ſuffer'd, as Starving, 
Dungeons, Chains, Whippings, Beatings, 
breaking their Limbs, and other Puniſh- 
ments, if they did not quite kill them, has 
driven ſome into Deipair, fo as to lay violent 
Hands on themſclves, and others it has be- 
reft of their Senſes, and, as before, all 
Complaints againſt theſe Devils incarnate 
have been in a manner fruitleſs, and cou'd 
never procure an Enquiry into the Behavi- 
our of Goa ers. 

The Prilons in France, Holland, and o- 
ther Countries, are at the Governments 


Charge; the Goaler paid his Salary by the 


State; the Priſoner for Debt allow d a good 
Cam- 
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Chamber, Bed, Bread and Water at the 
Publick Coſt, beſides what the Creditor is 
oblig'd by the Laws of the Country to give 
for the Subſiſtence of the Debtor, which is 
unalterably ſtated, according to the Quali- 
ty and Manner of Living of the Debtor be- 
fore he fell into Misfortune. . There the 
Goaler has not the leaſt Power over the Pri- 
ſoners; he has nothing to do, but to kee 
his Doors ſhut, and his Priſoners ſafe, till 
they are deliver'd by due Courſe of Law, 
which cannot be long; for if the Creditor 
does not ſoon grow weary of maintaining 
the Debtor, in moſt Countries he will be 
diſcharg'd upon giving up his Effects. But 
here a Free- born Liberty and Property Engliſh- 
man, ſhall upon the bare Pretence of Debt 
be conſign*d over to the Tormentor, and de- 
ſtroy'd, before *tis known whither he has 
infring'd any Law, or fallen under that bar- 
barous one We have in Relation to real 
Debts, | 

Our two great Priſons, the Heet and 
Ring's-Beuch, to which, by Virtue of the 
Babe Corpus Act, a Priſoner may remove 
himſelf for his greater Eaſe, from any other 
Goal in England, has Rules appointed each 
of them, our Courts well knowing, that 
the bare Priſon Houſes cou'd not at ſome 


times contain the tenth Part of the Priſo- 


ners, except they wou'd ſtow them like 
H 4 Fags 
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Faggots upon one another; but this ſmall 
Benefit the poor Priſoner cannot have, for 
all *tis allow'd by Law upon an abſolute 
Neceſſity, except the Goaler is well brib'd, 
for *tis left purely to his Will and Pleaſure, 
whether he ſhall Rtife all his Priſoners to 
Death, or give them Air, according as 'tis 
moſt for his Profit; for which Reaſons vaſt 
Sums of Money, and prodigious Rents, are 
given for theſe Priſons, which mult be got 
out of the Blood of the Unfortunate, cxtor- 
ting that Money from them which wel 
belongs to their Creditors, or that whic 

ſhow'd preſerve the miſerable Debtor from 
periſhing in the Priſon, or his Family from 
{ſtarving out of it. 

What trifling Object ions againſt altering 
this curſed Law, or rather Corruption, In- 
novation, or Cuſtom, I have already an- 
ſwer'd; but if there is any Reaſon, or co- 
lour of Reaſon for exerciſing this Tyranny, 
which neither the World, or I, have ever 
heard, it wou'd be very convenient to pub- 
liſh it, that if We muſt be uſed worſe than 
Dogs, or Slaves, we may have the Satis- 
faction to know where the Wiſdom, or Po- 
licy of it lies. Why truly, the Rich that 
feel none of this, and the Villains that get 
by this, will tell you, that notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe bitter Complaints, We are the 
happieſt and moſt powerful Nation in br; 
EY NY 1 | World. 
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World. 'Tis plain, that God has given Us 
more Bleſſings and Advantages to be fo, 
than any other Nation, but that We have 
had dangerous Convulſions, and upon the 
very brink of Ruin more than once, I be- 
lieve no one will deny, which cannot juſt- 
ly be attributed to any Thing, but our 
Wickedneſs and Folly ; neither can We e- 
ver in a Religious, and Human Senſe, ſay, 
We now, or ever ſhall ſtand ſecure, except 
We mend our Manners; and tolay a Claim 
to the Bleſſings of Providence upon fo ill a 
Foundation, as Corruptions and Cruelty, is 
the height of Madneſs, But how ungrate- 
ful are We to God for our many Deliveran- 
ces, and undeſerved Bleſſings, as to make 
ſuch mercileſs Returns upon our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, Subjects, and Countrymen. 
'Tis ſtrange that We ſhow'd boaſt fo 
much of our Liberty and Property; if 
We mean any Thing by theſe Words, 
it muſt be ironically; but they who talk 
moſt of it, are Perſons who (as We com- 
monly ſay) are above the World; they 
have Eſtates, Employments, very Rich, or 
generally are Lawyers, who all have it in 
their Power to oppreſs, and ruin the Poor, 
and meaner Sort of People, without fear- 
ing any ſuch Uſage themſelves, becauſe 
they have the Protection of Money to de- 
pend on, which is ſufficient to fave them, 
and deſtroy others. | The 
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The vulgar Miſtake about this Liberty 
and Property, is, becauſe *tis not in our 
Princes Power to oppreſs Us; but tis in 
every one of his Subjects Power to tyran- 
nize over one another, ſo that We have on- 
ly taken this Power from him, to lodge it 
in our ſelves, or rather the Lawyers; but 
ſome are of Opinion, that *tis a leſs Evil 
to have one Tyrant than many: Our cor- 
rupt Nature prompts Us to oppreſs and ty- 
rannize over our Fellow-Creatures, and 'tis 
great pity any Government ſhould leave it 
in our Power to exerciſe it, when we cl. 
dom want the Will. | 
Inſtead of being a Free People, We are 
in ſome reſpe& the worſt of Slaves, I mean 
the common People, who are a Hundred 
to One of the other Sort, for which of them 
can call the little they have their own a 
Moment, or ſecure their Perſons one hour 
out of Goal. 

As toa Man's Property, or Goods, how 
long can he promiſe himſelf the Enjoy- 
ment of them, when he ſhall be ſued to an 
Outlawry and an Execution, unknown to 
him; and tho? he never abſconded a Mi- 
nute, of a ſudden be ſtript of all. 

As to the Liberty of his Perſon, *tis too 
notorious We all have full Liberty to throw 
one another in Priſon when We pleaſe, 
right or wrong, for a Cauſe or no Cauſe; 


and 
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and if we have not Friends, Money and 
Bail, there we muſt lye at the Mercy of 
thoſe good natur'd Men the Goalers, who 
may put Us in a Dungeon, load Us with 
Irons, and ſtarve Us, as a great many 
have been, 

In criminal Caſes, or breach of the Peace, 
no one can be depriv'd of his Liberty with- 
out Oath firſt made as a Proof of the Fact, but 
in the Caſe of Debt, or Damages, a Man 
ſhall firſt be puniſh'd, nay executed, and 
his Family deſtroy'd, before *tis known 
whither he is a Debtor, or no; nay, he 
ſhall lye in Priſon till the Day of his Death, 
and never be try*d, except he has Money to 
force, and ſtand a Trial with his Adverſa- 
ry; and after all, his Adverſary knowin 
that his Action was only Vexatious, wil 
ſuffer a Non-ſuit, and in the City the Coſt 
is not above Seven Shillings, or there- 
abouts, tho' perhaps the Priſoner has lain 
in the Counter, or Spunging-Houſe, for 
ſome Weeks or Months; and beſides the 
Charge, and loſs of time in his Impriſon- 
ment, have been at ten times that Ex- 
pence in defending the Suit; ſo that when 
the poor Man, with great Trouble, Diffi- 
culty and Charge, has got rid of that Acti- 
on, the Priſon Doors ſhall be no ſooner 0- 
pen'd to him, but another Fob Action ſhall 
be laid upon him, his Adverſary having =0 

other 


107 


108 


Caſe of the poor Debtors. 


other View, than thro? Malice, or Revenge 


to ruin him, being at the Certainty to be 


at a ſmall Expence, in Compariſon of the 
great Charge, Impriſonment, Vexation, 
and 'Trouble, he ſhall put the poor Sufferer 
to. To my certain Knowledge, and Hun. 
dreds others, many have been ruin'd and 
deſtroy'd this Way; and 'tis ſo far from he- 
ing a Novelty, that *tis in a manner a com- 
mon and daily Practice. 

"Tis very unjuſt that a Man ſhall ſuffer 
ſo grievous a Puniſhment as Impriſonment, 
eſpecially in our Goals, where if they are 
friendleſs, and moneyleſs, as many miſer- 
able Wretches are, they had much better 
be hang'd out of the Way, than endure the 
Hardſhips they muſt conflict with there: 
Our Priſons, particularly for Debt, being 
the worſt look'd after in the World, for the 
Goaler is perfectly Abſolute, and may do 
what he pleaſes with his Priſoners, and all 
this upon hardly ſo much as a Preſumption 
of being in Debt. Tis not enough to puniſh 
Us for tuch Misfortunes as all Men are li. 
able to, and may bring them in Debt, 
not withſtanding the greateſt Caution in 
the World, except Men can command Pro- 
vidence; but We muſt have ſtrange Para- 
doxes amongſt Us, for many have been 
ſtarv'd in a Priſon for Debt, who ow'd no- 
thing, at leaſt not to thoſe at whoſe bu 

they 
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they lay; and what is ſtill worſe, perhaps 
the Priſoner is the Creditor, and the Proſe- 
cutor the Debtor; and as this has been, fo 
| I affirm it may be, and will be, as Matters 
| ſtand at preſent ; for if one Man has Money, 
and has a mind to ruin another, that has 
| none, or Friends to aſſiſt him, he may ac- 
compliſh his Deſigns, and no Remedy pro- 
| vided in the Law for the wrong'd and per- 
ſecuted Perſon, for what little Juſtice We 
have left, muſt be well paid for before you 
can have it; and if you are without Mo- 
ney, tho? you cannot be hang'd for having. 
empty Pockets, you may be ſtarv'd in a 
| Goal, if any Body will pleaſe to put you 
there. Why ſhou'd a Free-born Engliſhman, 
(as we vain-gloriouſly {tile our ſelves) be 
| impriſon'd for Debt at the Suit of any Per- 
ſon, till *tis certainly known that he owes 
him any thing ? 

If to be in Debt is ſo great a Crime, 
whether We come into it by Misfortunes, 
or otherwiſe, as to deſerve the worſt of Pu- 
niſhments, perpetual Impriſonment, *tis 
all the Reaſon in the World it ſhou'd firſt 
be determin'd, if the Perſon has commit- 
ted this heinous Crime before he ſuffers the 
Puniſhment. To be hang'd firſt, and try'd 
afterwards, is very hard upon Free- born Sub- 
jets, What Guilty, or not Guilty, all one 
in the Language of a Goal? I ſuppoſe hen, 

that 
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that Priſons, Dungeons, Fetters, ſtarving 
between Stone Walls for no fault, are no 
material Articles in the Liberty of a Free- 
born Engliſhman. 

Our ancient Law was, that the Debtor 
muſt firſt be ſummon'd, and the Creditor 
prove his Debt, before he had any Power 
over his Perſon ; but *twas not over that 
(but only over his Goods) *till our later, 
and corrupter Ages. Some will ſay, that 
if this way of Summons is allow'd, 't will 
be only a Warning for Debtors to run away, 


and then the Creditor will looſe his Money. 


A Man that runs away from his Creditor, 
may recover himſelf, come again, and make 
Satisfaction in part, if not the whole, how. 
ever the Creditor has ſome Chance for it, 
but thoſe thrown in Priſon are dead to the 
World, their Effects (which the Creditors 
cannot come at) are become forfeited, and 
the Perquiſites of the Goaler. The dread of 2 
Goal for Debt being infinitely more terrible 
than for Felony (becauſe Felons have a com- 
mon Purſe, and live well for the ſhort time 
they are confin'd) has made many, beſides 
thoſe who have fled the Kingdom, take to 
the Highway, Houſe-breaking, Coining, 
£9c. becauſe thoſe who were ſenſible of the 
Terrors of perpetual Impriſonment in the 
utmoſt Penury , preferr'd the hazard ot 
Death before it. In ſhort, beſides the in- 

human, 
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human, barbarous, and fooliſh Way of 
theſe Proceedings, or pretended Law, in- 
numerable Miſchiefs attend it. 
{ There is a Place on the other Side of 
the Water, in St. George's Pariſh, calPd 
| the Mint, where a great Number of 
| unfortunate Perſons have agreed toge- 
ther to recover a little of ancient Liberty, 
and rather to looſe their Lives than be 
| carry'd to Priſon for Debt, thoꝰ they do not 
in the leaſt reſiſt the Execution of the Law 
in any other particular; for this little Re- 
publick (in this reſpect) has a very regu- 
lar Government, executed by their Senators, 
vhich they call Clubs, in which ſome Days 
| every Week they meet together, and exa- 
| mine all Enormities, for they give ſhelter, 
or Protection unto none, except purely to 
| the Unfortunate in the cafe of Debt. They 
protect no Man who has it in his Power to 
| make Satisfaction; no Man who flyes from 
his Bail; no Cheat of any Sort: In ſhort, 
they are a tolerable good Sort of People, as 
Times go, and every whit as honeſt as their 
Neighbours, notwithſtanding they are 
calbd by a great many bad Names; yet I 
am of Opinion they are at worſt, very di- 
minutive Rogues in Compariſon of thoſe 
out of the Place; however, their Credi- 
tors, and the Bailiffs in general, are mighty 
Angry with them, becauſe they will not 


quietly 
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uietly go to Goal, and there be ftarv'd; 
tho? abundance of them, being at liberty to 
Work, having Time, with their Induſtry, 
have paid their Creditors their whole Debt; 
and others part, according as they can a- 
gree, which cou'd never have been done if 
their Creditors had had their Wills to throw 
them into a Priſon. God allow'd ſeveral 
Sanctuaries, or Cities of Refuge; and ſee- 
ing the Law of our Land allows of none; 
theſe Gentlemen allow themſelves one. 
When they catch a Baily (who is an Ene- 
my to their Conſtitution} they treat him 
according to the Cuſtom of the Place, which 
like moſt of our Courts, is as binding as a 
Law. Tis true, they make uſe of very 
few Law-Books, for which Reaſon they 
live very lovingly together, conſulting one 
anothers Good, and Safety, and account 
their little Cottages happier Dwellings, 
than Palaces out of the Place, where Bai- 
liffs and their Dogs are continually waiting 
at their Doors with Writs and Executions, 
They give Credit to one another, as well 
in this Place as in any other, according to 
their Abilities, only upon Honour, and ho- 
neſtly pay when they have it, and better 
than thoſe out of it, notwithſtanding the 
infallible Security of a Priſon, as ſome foo- 
liſhly and ridiculouſly account it. It has 


been talk'd a long time of putting oy 
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this Place, but I believe it will not be eafily 
done without a great deal of Miſchief ; 
but the beſt Way to ſet this Place on the 
| ame level with the reſt of the Kingdom, 
| is to bring the reſt of the Nation on a nearer 
level with them; that is, to let all the other 
good People of England have the ſame Pro- 
| tection for their Perſons by Law from a 
| Priſon for Debt, as they have by Force. 
| Suchprodigious Wickedneſsas is ſum'd up 
in this Treatiſe, and much more which can- 
not be brought into ſo ſhort a Compals, one 
| wou'd think, without the Mercy of a for- 
| bearing, and long-ſuffering God, were more 
| than ſufficient, before this time, to fink any 
Nation to the bottomleſs Pit of Perdition, and 
ſhower more dreadful Judgments on Us, than 
was pour'd down on Sodom and Gomorrah. 
God told his People, the Jews, that if 
they ſuffer*d one Murther to go unpuniſh'd, 
their whole Nation ſhou'd anſwer for it. 
The Guilt of Blood has a dreadful and ma- 
lignant Influence; and as a ſmall Taint, or 
Poiſon in the Finger, ſhall by degrees cor- 
rupt, or contaminate the whole Maſs in 
a Man's Body, then what can We expect 
for ſo much innocent Blood, and many 
Murthers (in all the moſt cruel and aggra- 
vating Circumſtances that can attend that 
unpardonable Sin in this World) to paſs 
with Impunity ? Let us not deceive our 
I ſelves, 
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ſelves, tis the ſame God who rules over Us; 
that denounced his Curſe to the Jews: 
who did not ſhed that Man's Blood, who 
was the Death of another ; he has not al. 
ter'd his Mind, or this Law, but *tis horrid 
Folly to tempt and provoke God at this rate, 
for Blood inceſſantly cries to Heaven for 


Vengeance, and no Atonement, or expia- 


ting the Crime, but by rendring Vengeance 
to the Offenders. 
Members T have often heard the Members of Par. 
of of liament for Scot land ſhew a great Indigna- 
Scotland, tion againſt the Cruelty of our Law, in 
for bring- keeping poor Wretches in Priſon for Debt, 
Las. a. and ſtarving them, when the Laws of their 
ut Deb- Country obliges the Creditor to give them 
3 an Allowance ſuitable to their former Way 
Foot with Of living. Theſe Gentlemen have made 
rhein. ſeveral Efforts to put our Laws, in this 
reſpect, upon the ſame foot with theirs, 
purely out of a compaſſionate and gene- 
rous Principle, for it can be little or no 
Advantage to them ; but as they have con- 
form'd in the Union to ſome of our Laws, 
tis very reaſonable to agree with them in 
. Particular calculated for our own Bene- 
5 
An Obje» T will anſwer one general Object ion, tho 
#ion an- I think it an ignorant and fooliſh one, that 
nr l. www 8 g 
is, Tis very inconvenient, if not dange- 
rous, to alter the Courſe of our * 0 
Ome 
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| ſome may be Sufferers through their Severi- 
ty. To this 1 reply, That 'tis as much our 
Duty to ſtop the Courſe, or alter bad 
© Laws, as 'tis to make good Ones. Now 
I hope I have in ſome meaſure ſhew'd, that 

'& our preſent Laws, eſpecially about Debtors, 

is Anti-chriſtian and Impolitick ; but *tis ſo 
far on the contrary ſide, that I will prove 
that We have departed from our good old 
| Laws, which were ſo tender of the Liber- 
ties of the Subject, and have alter'd, or 
| which is worſe, corrupted them; and that 
by the ancient, and fundamental Laws of 
the Kingdom, no Man's Perſon was to be 
impriſon'd, or detain'd for Debt. | 
{ *© It is evidently, and undeniably plain, # hare 
| © that (by the Ancient, Common Law off an 
the Land) the Bodies of any of the Peo- ancien: 
ple of Exgland, could not, at the Suit of Las. 
* any Subject, be Arreſted, Impriſon'd, or 
* any of them Out- law d, for Debt or Da- 
| © mages (or any Thing thereunto relating) 
* as clearly appears, not only by our anci- 
dent Laws, but by the Authority of theſe 
* two great Sages of the Law, the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Coke, in his Third Report, 
« Fol. 11,69 12. and the Lord Dyer, An. 
* 23 Eliz. 305. h. the which, alſo by Magna 
* Charta, Chap. 29. (that great Expolitar 
* of our ancient Laws) was, in affirmati- 
on of the ancient Common Law, with 
I 2 great 
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great and wary Circumſpection, provi. 
ded againſt, and not only (not as much 
as thought on before the Conqueſt) but 
was abhorred, in the leaſt, to be praQti. 
ſed from that time, and the time of the 


Birth of that explanatory Law, which 


was in the Ninth Year of the Reign of 
King Henry the Third, until many Ages 
after, there being variety of great, weigh. 
PL and pregnant Reaſons, for the Pre- 
ervation of that greateſt Liberty, and 
Privilege of the Subject (the Freedom of 
their Perſons from Impriſonment) anda; 
well thoſe ancient Laws before the Con- 
queſt, as the Laws until the making of 
the great Charter (and Threeſcore Years 
after) were in that particular, (with al 
ſtudious and ſedulous Care) inviolably 
obſerv'd, as an eminent and ſignal Badge 
of the Immunity, and heroick Freedom 
of the Exgliſ Nation, who were then 
deſervedly called (Libera Gens) and liv'd 
ſo, and in fo great and happy Splendor, 
to the envious Admiration of the reſt of 
the Chriſtian World, and to the eternal 
Honour of our Anceſtors, without being 
ſubject to any ſuch Impriſonment, not 


only all the time of William the Conque- 


ror's Reign (which was above T wenty 
Years) but One Hundred Fourſcore and 


Fourteen Years after his Death, and > 
1 
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« til the Statute of Weſtminſter the Second, 


« Chapter the 11th, made in the Thir- 
« teenth Year of King Edward the Firſt, 
« invented a Capias, and a new Proceſs of 
« Qut-lawry which (from that time) was 
« full ſo many Years; the Statute of the two 


and fiftieth of Henry the Third, Chap. 


« 23. (although the firſt that ever made any 
« EngliſhMans Perſon ſubject to ſuch Arreſt) 
yet it being only againſt Bailiffs of parti- 
« cular Lords, I lay no great ſtreſs on; but 
« that Breach and Inroad being once made 
« into, and upon the Common Law, b 
« the Statute of Weſtminſter the Second, 
« gave Encouragement to the unhappy 
Production of another Statute, made in 
« the twenty fifth Year of the Reign of 
« King Edward theThird, Chap. 17. by 
« which it was Enacted, That ſuch Pro- 
e ceſs ſhou'd be made in Debt, and Detinue 
« of Chattels, and by Proceſs of Exigent, as 
« was then uſed in Writs of Accompt ; 
& which were two ſuch keen Laws, that 
« they not only invaded, but cut in ſunder 
the choiceſt Liberty of the Subject, by 
© ſubmitting the Perſons of the then Free 
„People of England to the Cruelty of Im- 
« priſonment for Debt and Damages; but 
the ſame wiſe King Edward the Third, 
of whom the Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, 
in the ſecond Part of his Inſtitutes, Fol. 29. 
| I 3 gives 
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gives this Character, That King Henn 
the Second, Edward the Firſt, and Ed. 
ward the Third, were all of them Prin. 
ces of great Fortitude, Wiſdom, and Ju. 
ſtice, that govern'd by their Laws; but 
that, in the Reign of King Edward the 
Third, the Laws did principally flouriſh, 
who, ſaith he, was a Noble, Wile, and 
warlike Prince. This prudent Prince, 
I ſay, looking deliberately intothe Wounds 
thoſe Statutes had given to the Honour 
and Happineſs of the Kingdom, and to 
that Ancient and moſt Venerable Part of 
the Common Law, which preſerv'd his 
Subjects Perſons from Impriſonment, 
and the very many Kings Reigns and 
Ages, without any the leaſt interruption, 
which that glorious, and famous Liber- 
ty had proſperouſly continu'd ; and as it 
were, repenting of the making of the 
ſaid bitter Statute, of the twenty fifth 
Year of his own Reign; and he and his 
Parliament finding the miſchievous In- 


* conveniences and Diſhonour that it had 


put upon the People, and reſolving to file 
thoſe Shackles from off the Subjects Feet, 
and to re-inveſt them into the Liberty 
and Freedom of their Perſons from Im- 


priſonment, according to the Common 
* Law of the Land, by that gracious heal- 


ing Statute, made in the two and fortieth 
„ear 
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4 Year of the Reign of the ſame King Ed- 
ard the Third,Chap.1.thoſe two Razor 
| © mettled, cutting, rigorous Laws were, as 
to ſuch Impriſonment as aforeſaid, by 
| © the Opinion of many, and by the general 
| © Conſtruftion of Law, and the true in- 
| © tendment hereof, repealed, which decla- 
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red, That the great Charter ſhould be 


| © holden, and kept in all Points; and if a- 
{ © ny Statute be made to the contrary, that 
© it ſhou'd be holden for none; which ſaid 
| © laſt mention'd Statute, was according to 
common ConſtruCtion, intended fully to 
* reſtore the Brightneſs and Luſtre of the 
L ancient Common Law, and to ſupport 
and maintain the Strength and Vigor of 
« that Standard of Law and Juſtice, the 
„great Charter, which not only aſſerts 
* his Majeſty's juſt Rights and Preroga- 
* tive Royal, but defends, and preſerves 
« the Freedom, and juſt Liberties of the 
* People, which, as the ſame Author in 
his Preface to his ſecond Inſtitute tells 
* Us, hath been confirmed by two and 
thirty Acts of Parliament; and not only 
* ſo, but by the Statute of the twenty fifth of 
«* Edward the Firſt, the ſame is to be taken 
* as the Common Law. But the ſetting 
up, and Creation of the great Numbers 
Hof Offices, and Officers, and the Herds 
Hol Perſons, which thoſe moſt ſevere Laws, 

I 4 „ Weſt- 
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« Weſtminſter the Second, and the Statute 
« of the twenty fifth of Edward the Third, 
% had moſt advantagiouſly preferr'd, al. 
«* moſt in every City, Town, and Village 
« of the Kingdom, had ſo fix'd, faſtened, 
« and rivited ſuch Multitudes of Perſons, 
many of them of very great and eminent 
« Quality and Intereſt, in Places of great 
« and tempting Gain, which had made ſo 
* deep an Impreſſion upon the Minds of 
e that prevalent and powerful part of the 
Kingdom, who had thereby +644 ow 
« enrich'd themſelves, that notwithſtand- 
“ing the ſaid Statute of the twoand fortieth 
« of Edward the Third, ſointentionally com- 
„ pos'd as aforeſaid, for the manumitting 
* of the People of Exgland, as well from 
« the thraldom of a Priſon, as other wiſe to 
« preſerve their Liberty, they went on to 
« impriſon the Bodies of the Subject, which 
« hath ever ſince been practiſed, not only 
© by virtue of thoſe two Laws, Weſtmin. 
* ſtor the Second, and the twenty fifth of 
« Edward the Third, but that of Acton, 
« PBrurnell, and the Statute de Mercatori- 
« pus, touching Arreſts upon Statutes, Sta- 
ple, and Merchant, and by other Laws 
built upon them, which contrary to the 


ancient Common Law, as is very plain, 


« doth continue the Invaſſilation of Impri- 
4 ſonment againſt, and upon all the — 
| EN born 
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4 born Subjects of England, except Peers; fo 
t that it is indiſputably clear, how great an 
* Intrenchment theImpriſonment of Men's 
„e Perſons is, upon the Honour of the an- 
4 cjient Common Law, of which, as the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Coke faith, the great 
« Charter is but declaratory ; and as a late 
« Writer, from good Authority, tells Us, 
« did not grant any thing de novo, but that 
thereby our ancient Laws and Liberties 
Were only repeated and confirmed; and 
e indeed all thoſe our Anceſtors maintain'd, 
« not only with indefatigable, prudential 
Care and Induſtry, but with the vaſt 
„ Expence of Blood and Treaſure ; wit- 
* neſs the more than twenty Years inte- 
4 ſtine bloody Civil War in the Reign of 
King John, and in the end, the Confir- 
* mation of thoſe Laws and Liberties by 
[the ſame King, in the Face of the No- 
| © bility, and other the great Men of the 
Kingdom, and of an infinite Number of 
* © other the Free People of England, as faith 
| © 'Brittaine, Fol. 219. So that there wants 
* nothing to make it fully demonſtrable, 
that by our Anceſtors Magnanimity, and 
«* reſolv*'d Courage in maintaining the an- 
« cient Common Law, they and their Po- 
« ſterity were not only eſtabliſht in their 
« juſt Rights, but were preſerv'd from fuch 
Impriſonment for Debt, or Damages, or 


« any 
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any Thing thereunto relating, Two Hun. 
dred and Fourteen Years after the Noy. 
man Conqueſt, which now is inflicted, 
upon many Thouſands of his Majeſty's 
good, loyal, and faithful Subjects, to the 
utter Ruin of them, their Families, and 
Relations, whilſt thoſe who have lined 
their Iron Conſciences with nothing but 
their Profit, and their Cheſts throughout 
with the Wealth of the Kingdom, which 
they have gotten by the late Wars, ſmile 
to ſee thoſe who have ſacrific'd their 
Bloods, nay, themſelves and theirs, 1n, 
and to his Majeſty's faithful Services, 
pent up by many Thouſands of them, in 
diſconſolate and loathſome Priſons, and 
thereby made uſeleſs Nothings to the 
World and themſelves. Whereas, if We 
caſt our Eyes back into the Reigns of the 
Saxon Kings, We ſhall find, that thoſe 
martial, wiſe, and wary Princes, King 
Ina, King Echelſton, and after them, al] 
the Saxon Kings, according to the anci- 
ent Britiſh Laws, were ſo very tender of 
the Impriſonment of Mens Perſons, that 
they did not puniſh their very Bond-Men 
with it; and King A/frede diſplac'd and 
impriſon'd one of his Judges for daring ſo 
to do: And when the Government de- 
volved; and came to the Normans, Milli- 


% am the Conqueror, William Rufus, and 


Heu 


Caſe of the poor Debtors. | 


Henry the Firſt, took ſuch exact Care to 
« preſerve this Liberty un-infringed, that 
“in their Reigns not any Perſon was im- 
% priſon'd, although for mortal Crime it 
« ſelf, unleſs he were firſt Attainted, up- 
4 on the Verdict of twelve Men. And, 
additional to all this, many Ages after 
the Conqueſt, by the ancient Common 
„Law, the Writ de Odio & Atia was given 
to a Man that was impriſon'd, although 
for a hainous Crime, for the Death of 2 
Man, yet the Law in that golden Age, 
in Favour, and out of an high Eſteem 
it had of the Liberty of a Man, and that 
* his Body ſhou'd not be detained in Priſon 
until the Juſtices in Eyre ſhou'd come, he 
might ſue out this Writ, directed to the 
Sheriff; and although the Offence for 
* which he was committed was not Bail- 
* able by Law, yet the ancient Common 
Law, did fo highly hate and abominate 
the long Impriſonments of Men, that it 
gave him this Writ for his Relief, which 
„appears by Bracton, in his Third Book, 
" BY. x 21. and by Feta, in his Firſt Book, 
Chap. 14. And with whom alſo Glanve/ 
« agreeth, in his Fourteenth Book, Chap. 
* 3- And the Mirror of Juſtice, a Book 
« of great Antiquity, and Eſtimation in 
« the Law, as well as the Books before ci- 
ted, Chap. 5. Sect. 1. complains 4 
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« Impriſonment of Mens Perſons as an 
« Abvſe, although it had been for break- 
« ing of a Goal. Now, for that it is clear 
as the Light, how highly valuable, and 
« dearly precious, the Liberties of Mens 
“ Perſons were, by the Common Law of 
« the Land, all Debts and Damages being 
« to be properly had out of the Eſtate of 
& the Debtor, and not his Perſon. Tis 
&« very odd, that the Law is ſo kind and 
« merciful to my Horſe, as to take provi- 
& ſional Care for a Replevin to enlarge him, 
& and yet that my ſelf ſhou'd be retained 
in durance, under a periſhing Condition; 
« nay, and without as much as any defini- 
* tive Time by Law ſet for my Releaſe- 
«© ment.” There are many Hundreds now 
ſtarving in Goals, who ventur'd their 
Lives, and loſt their Fortunes in the late 
Wars in Defence of their Prince, and 
Country, and have given Credit to the Go- 
vernment in the greateſt Exigences ; for 
want of which Debts due to them from the 
State, they have been thrown in Priſon by 
their own Creditors. A hard Caſe, they 
{hall be thus rewarded for their Zeal and 
Service to their Country; one wou'd think 
the leaſt Thing the Government cou'd do 
for theſe ſort of People, was, that if it 


** 


cou'd not, or wou'd not pay them, it ſhou'd 


keep them out of Priſon, by giving * 4 
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Protection till it did. At this rate, a Man 
that ventures to ſerve a Government is in- 
fallibly ruin'd; for if his Enemies fail to 
ruin him, his Friends will not. | 
Wethankfully acknowledge, that God Al 
mighty has ſeaſonably, and miraculouſly in- 
terpos'd, by his good Providence, to diſperſe 
the black Clouds that hover'd over Us, has 
ſent Us his preſent Majeſty King GEORGE, 
as his Inſtrument, to ſecure our Liberties 
and Properties, Jewels of the greateſt Price; 
but how much Benefit has the poor ſtar- 
ving Priſoner of theſe ? Shou'd the Preten- 
der, Turk, or Jew, over-turn this Nation, 
ſo they broke open the Priſon Doors , 
twould be a happy Change to thoſe miſera- 
ble Wretches ; whoever releaſes them from 
Bondage they will account their beſt Friend. 
"Tis pity, that (according to former Cu- 
ſtom in a new Reign) there has not been 
yet, one Act of Grace (as they call it) in 
this, a general Diſcharge for poor Priſoners 
for Debt, thoſe higheſt Objects of Charity: 
If no other, or better Means are us'd, wou'd 
to God this Book, or this part of it, which 
relates to Debtors, might fall inte his Ma- 
jeſty's Hands, and then let it be left to his 
Royal Breaſt (which is fill'd with Good- 
neſs and Compaſſion) to reflect, that as 
he is God's Vicegerent here, he ſhou'd alſo, 


like that King of Kings, hold the Lives ** 
re- 
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Preſervation of all his faithful Subjects e. 
qually dear to him, and not ſuffer ſo ma- 
ny Thouſands to be totally depriv'd of all 
the Bleſſings of his Reign. Wo be to them 
who hide thoſe Things from his Eyes, and 
interpoſe as a dark Cloud, or Shadow, 
between this Sun and the withering Plant, 
which periſhes for want of his vital Heat; 
let the Sin lye at their Door, but on his 
Head let the Crown flouriſh, If theſe ob- 
durate Men eſcape a Priſon here, which 
wou'd ſoon make them Converts to Com. 
aſſion, at leaſt they wou'd have pity on 
themſelves, if they had none for their Fel. 
low Subjects, and Fellow Chriſtians, they 
are in great Danger of a worſe Priſon here- 
after, where there's neither Bail, or Main- 
prize, nor Act of Grace ever to be expeQ- 
ed, or granted : At which juſt Tribunal 
Mens Actions will be weigh'd in an equal 
Ballance ; all Accounts made even, which 
cannot be hop'd for in this Worid : Cruelty 
and 1 ſhall then loſe its Power; 
There the Wicked ceaſe from troubling; there 
the Weary be at reſt. There the "Priſoners 
reſt together, they hear not the Voice of the 
Oppreſſor. The ſmall. and great are there, 

aud the Servant is free from his Maſter. 
Thoſe Miſcreants calPd Tally-Men, who 
truſt poor People with wearing Apparel, 
Oc. to be paid at a certain Sum ig: 
| or 
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weekly Payments, they Arreſt all, or any 


of the Perſons; and every Talley-Man ge- 
nerally keeps a Rogue of a Servant, who 
he makes a Bailiff; and for every Arreſt, if 
the Debt is not Eighteen Pence, exacts ten 
| Shillings, beſides other Fees. Whitechap- 
pel Goal is cramb'd full of theſe miſerable 
Creatures, at the Suit of Tally-Men; and 
tis theſe Rogues that chiefly ſupport that 
Court, as well as the Marſhalſea; and for 
the better Encouragement of Villany, which 
only promotes their Trade, the Plaintiff ve- 
ty rarely, right or wrong, miſſes of getting 
Wn 


e Day; ſo that the whole Subſiſtence of 
all that vaſt Number of Inſects, dependant 


on theſe wicked and barbarous Courts, is 


on the Bread, or rather Blood of the Poor, 
Widows and Orphans. | 

The Debtors in Newgate, eſpecially 
thoſe on Eſcape Warrants, who are mixt 
with the Malefactors, are in much a worſe 
Condition than the Thieves and Felons, 


for theſe not only live infinitely better -o 
the 
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| for which they have an extravagant Profit, 
uſe this Way; when any Perſon comes to 
take up Goods, they not only ſet down the 
Name, and Place of Abode of the Perſon 
ſo truſted, but if they bring any Servant 
with them to carry home the Goods, or a- 
ny Acqua intance, they ſet down all their 
Names, and then upon any failure of the 


Caſe of the poor Debtors. 


the ſhort time they are confin'd, being ſoon 
releas'd; and if they be hang'd, *tis much 
to be preferr'd before perpetual Impriſon- 
ment, to be by degrees periſhing with Hun. 
ger, Cold, and other Hardſhips. 
What a Banter is Liberty and Property in 
a Kingdom, where Credit is ſo neceſſary to 
its Trade; but when a Tradeſman fails by 
unavoidable Misfortunes, even by truſtin 
the Government, or a Noble Man, pain 
whoſe Perſon he has no Remedy at Law, 
his Creditor ſhall have more Power over 
him than his Prince, or as much as the moſt 
abſolute Tyrant, to take all he has, and 
then puniſh his Body with the worſt of 
Deaths, perpetual Impriſonment; and where 
is the Benefit of all this, to render ſuch a 
vaſt Number of People uſeleſs, and their 
Families a Burthen to the Publick, and 
compel others to fly their Country, or to 
Places of Sanctuary, where Numbers cf 
unfortunate Perſons enter into an Aſſociati- 
on to ſtand by one another with their Lives, 
in defiance of all our Laws that relate to 
Debt. Theſe miſerable Oppreſſions put 
Men upon a kind of a fatal Neceſſity to 
turn Knaves, and wreck their Wit toevade 
itall, or as much of it as they can, which 
by the help of the Lawyers, if they have 
Money, they may do; but where accrues, 
as I ſaid before, the Benefit of all this * 
ian 
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ſtian Severity? To none but to the very | 
worſt of Rogues that tread on the face of the 4 
Earth, viz, 'Pettifoggers, Goalers, Keepers of 
Spunging-Houſes, 'Bai/iffs; and their Dogs. | 
Before I have quite done with the Abu- . oat | 
| ſes of the Law, I will take a little No- Aae. 11 
tice of the Commiſſion of the Peace. Tis | l 
q 
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a common Proverb amongſt Us, As 2 
rupt as a Middleſex Juſtice: And indeed al 
they ate corrupt enough. A Juſtice of 14 
Peace is a very uſeful Magiſtrate, if he keeps in 
| to, or minds his Oath, and ſuch as We cou'd Vi 
not well be without; he is ready at hand 40 
to execute the Law, be a Terror, and bb 
Check upon Evil-doers, and therefore theſe Bl 
| Magiſtrates are plac'd in great Numbers, | 
| in all Parts of the Kingdom, eſpecially Mid- | 
dieſex; and the Nation more than ſuffici- | 
| ently furniſh'd with them, ſceiag hardly | 
| half of them Act; for there is a material | 
| 
| 


Diſtinction between an acting Juſtice, as 
We call them, and an indolent one; thoſe 
| who do not Act, are either Gentlemen of 
good Eſtates, or good Poſts in the Govern- 
ment, and do not think it worth their 
| While to neglect more profitable Buſineſs, 
for the poor Satisfaction of ſerving their I"! 
Country before themſelves. The acting —_ 
Juſtices are generally poſted in Places of Wi 
+ way Action, vis. amongſt Pick-pockets, | 
hores and Thieves, ſuch as inhabit the | 
| | K Out- I} 
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Out-skirts, and pooreſt Part of the Town, 3 


where they are very Numerous; for the 
Dregs of the People, in theſe Caſes, bring 
in the largeſt Contributions. I knew 2 
Juſtice at Steprey, that his Clerk Farm'd 
that Office of him at Two Hundred Pound; 

% Annum, and got another Hundred for 
himſelf; and another Juſtice of Peace in 
Marine-ſquare, who had not a Hundred 
Pound a Year Eſtate, liv'd at the Rate « 
Five Hundred, for his Dominions were ve. 
ry Extenſive, and brought him a great Re- 
venue, viz, a part of Ratcliffe Highway, 
Roſjemary-laue, Church-laue near White. 
chapple Church (in which Lane was not 
one Houſe but was a Bawdy Houſe, or a 
ſhelter for Thieves) Kzpock-Fergus, and 
Rag-Fair, Places vaſtly Populous with theſe 


Sort of People, and moſt, or all of them, 


were Tributaries to this Worthy Juſtice, 
who gave them due Protect ion and Encon- 
ragement, ſo that round his Worſhip's 
Houle, in the Evening, when the Cats u- 
ſually ſtrole Abroad, you cou'd not pals, 
without either having your Pocket pickt, 
or your Clothes torn off your Back, to o- 
blige you to go with them ; and if the Que- 
ſtion was ask*'d why the Juſtice of Peace, or 
his Conſtables, did not keep better Order, 
or ſuffer thoſe leud People to act ſo openly, 


*twas anſwer'd, That the principal 1 
there 


Commiſſion of the Peace, 


thereabouts for the Whores, Cc. at Night, 

was amongſt the Conſtables at the Watch- 
houſe, cloſe by the Juſtice of Peace's Houſe, 
and that two Conſtables who live in Church. 
lane, aforeſaid; and daily attended this Ju- 
ſtice, were ſeldom without , ſeveral High- 
way-Men, Whores, and Houſe-breakers, 
as Lodgers, and Boarders in their Houſes, 
'Tis too notorious to the World, the Bloc- 
kiſhneſs, Knavery, and Connivance at 
Lewdneſs, and Villany of many Juſtices of 
Peace; but the Proofs and Particulars are 
very much too long to inſert here. If moſt 
of theſe Gentlemen were able and honeſt, 
'twas impoſſible ſo little Notice wou'd be 
taken of the many Orders, Proclamations, 
£9c. againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs ; Re- 
moving Papiſts Ten Miles from the City, 
and keeping a watchful Eye on the Enemies 
of the Governmeat, and Things of the like 
Nature: That Office, through filthy Lucres 
ſake, is corrupted as well as others. A 
French Proteſtant told me this Story im- 
mediately after it happen'd : In the late 
Queen's Time he was at Tom's Coftee-houſe 
in St. Martius- laue, where the French fre- 
quent, ſo that in a Room full you will ſcarce- 
ly find an Exgliſh Man; and ſome of his 
Country-men, who were Papiſts, being 
talking of the Times, told the Proteſtants 
there, that this Kingdom wou'd not —_ 
K 2 2 
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be a Shelter, or a Protection for them, for 
the right Heir wou'd ſoon be reſtor'd, and 
then the Gallows, or the Gallies, wou'd be 
their Portion, with many other treaſonable 
Words. The French Proteſtant thought it 
his Duty to diſcover ſuch profeſt, and dan- 
gerous Enemies to the Government; there- 
tore went to a Juſtice of Peace, gave in his 
Information upon Oath againſt his two 
Country-men that ſpoke the Words ; ac- 
cordingly the Juſtice of Peace granted his 
Warrant, and they were brought before 
him, and the Words prov'd, by the Infor- 
mant, and other Witneſs ; and when they 
expected the Juſtice wou'd have committed 
them to Newgate, or the Gatehouſe, in or- 
der to be try'd for their Lives, he only 
ſs them a ſlight Reprimand, and ſaid, It 

e ever heard they did the like again, he 
wou'd lay them by the Heels, and ſo dil- 
charg'd them. In the Evening, two Days 
after, theſe two very Perſons met the French 
Proteſtant that inform'd againſt them in St. 
James's Park, near the Paſſage oppoſite to 


the Mews, and calling him Hugonet Dog, 


both drew their Swords, and had he not 
taken to his Heels, being an unarm'd Man, 
and run into the Red Lion Inn, which 15 
juſt by the Paſſage, he had been Murther'd. 


When he told me this Story, Iproffer'd to go 


before the Secretary of State With him, 2 
| car 
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hear what he wou'd ſay about his Country- 
men and the Juſtice of Peace; but the Ti 
Man was fo diſcourag'd and frighten'd, [ll 
that, as he heard, ſo he believ'd, moſt of 14 
our Magiſtrates were of a Piece with the 15 
Juſtice; and ſaid, if he knew there was a It 
Deſign to cut the Queen's Throat, he {11 
wou'd not trouble himſelf about it, or ven- 
ture on a Diſcovery, for inſtead of any Re- 
ward he ſhou'd expect nothing but to have ii 

| his own Throat cut for it. | 
| "Tis in vain to think that Reformation of 
Manners can thrive, when the Juſtices of 
Peace, whole particular Province is to take 
care ofthat Matter, want ſo much Reformin ll 
themſelves, *Tis with good Reaſon believ'd, | 

that had only the Commiſſion of the Peace 

been put into good Hands, it wou'd have 

| 


been very difficult for the Enemies of our 1 
Peace to have promoted {uch Riots, and e- 
ven Rebellion, as has lately ſpread it ſelf ſo f 
univerſally over the Kingdom. There can- 
not be too great Caution, or Care taken, 
in appointing Gentlemen for that Commiſſi- 
on, becauſe the Quiet and Welfare of his 
Majeſty's Subjects, in a high Degree, de- 
pends on it; and not to beſtow that Ho- 
nour, and Truſt in one, as a Feather in his If 
Cap, who never intends to act; and to a- | 
nother, it may be, not hearty for the Go- 
vernment; or at leaſt Ignorant, Indigeat, 
— or 1 
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or Avaricious, and will not ſtick to play at 
ſmall Game rather than ſtand out, and ſo 
admit of Whores and Thieves as his Tribu- 
taries. 
Zeleſiaſti-» I muſt have one little Touch on the Ec. 
tal Courts clefeaſtical Court, vulgarly call'd Doors 
Commons; here is an Augean Stable of Filth 
that requires a Hercules to remove. This 
Spawn, or Relick of Popery, 1s thought to 
be perfectly needleſs, for the Courts of 
Common Law may have Offices to prove, 
and regiſter Wills, or any other neceſlary 
Buſineſs they tranſact; ſo that this Place is 
only a Harbour for the worſt Herd of black 
Cattle in the Kingdom ; and thoſe of them 
that are not Atheiſts, have generally great 
Inclinations to Mother Church of Rome, 
who firſt modelPd their Court, and fo con- 
ſequently thegreateſt Jacobites in this Coun- 
try. But for ſooth this is a Spiritual Court, 
but I fear of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
which puniſhes Fornicarion , Adultery , 
Blaſphemy, and the like ; determines the 


lavtul, and is of great Uſe to ſeparate a 
Man from hi, Wiic, when he grows weary 
of her, and has Money cnough to pay for it, 


indeed, it any one wou'd conſider how Viir- 
tuous, and Religious the preſent Age is, and 
how theſe Vices are puniſh'd, they cannot 
e Fes but 


Caſc of Marriages, whether lawful or un- 


as I will give an Inſtance preſently. And 
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but admire at the Benefit of this excellent 
Court. They will, now and then, catch 
a poor Dog, make him ſtand in a white 
Sheet, do Penance for calling a Woman 
» Whore; but as for Blaſphemy, Whoring, 
Oc. Sins they are ſuperior to their Neigh- 


bours in, is not their Buſineſs to ſuppreſs, 
except they begin the Reformation in them- 
ſelves; for my part, I never heard ſuch open 
Blaſphemies, and Prophaneneſs, as from 
theſe fort of Men, and Men fo univerſally 
deteſted, and ſpoken againſt by all Sorts 
of People. I have known ſeveral Papiſts 
wou'd undertake to prove, that in ſome 
Reſpe&s this Court is more Arbitrary , 
and worſe than their Courts of Inquiſition; 


however, I do underſtand but a very ſmall 


part of their Myſtery of Iniquity, and ſhall 
proceed to my Inſtance of a Marriage. 


"II 


A young Man, an Apprentice, before 4, In. 


his Indentures were expir'd, courted a fance of a 
Maid, and married her, which was kept; 
private, and a convenient Lodging taken Marriage. 


tor her accordingly ; ſoon after he was out 
of his Time, a Fortune fell to him, and an 
Offer of another Woman with Money , 
whom he lik'd better than his Wife; but 
not knowing how to get rid of her, was 
ſoon put into the Way by a Doctors Com- 
mons Man, which was thus, He cited his 
Wife to prove her Marriage; upon the 


K 4 Trial, 


rial a- 
out a 
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Trial, which J heard, the Woman firſ 


brought ſeveral credible Witneſſes to he 


Lo 
1 

23 

1 

* 
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Reputation; prov'd the previous Court. 
ſhip, afterwards they took a Licence out < 
their own Office, as it appear'd by their 
Regiſter; then the Marriage by virtue & 
that Licence, and the Regiſter of the Church 
Book, together with the Witneſs of the i 
Clerk, and ſome others preſent at the Wed. 
ding. Then the People of the Houſe where Þ 
they lay the firſt Night, and three Perſons 


ſwore they ſaw them put to Bed together, 


afterwards the People of the Lodging which 
he took for her, depos'd, That he for ſeveral Þ 
Months own*d her for his Wife, provided 


for her accordingly, beſides ſeveral Letters 


from him ſhe produc'd to the ſame purpoſe. 


Yet all this wou'd not do, for the Judge ve- Þ 


ry learnedly determin*d, that whereas their 
Books inform'd them *twas requiſite to hav: 
about Fiftcen or Sixteen Qualifications to 
prove a legal Marriage, and this good Wo. 
man wanting two or three of them, he pro- 
nounc'd it no Marriage (and by the ſame 
Rule might have unmarried the whole King- 
dom, and made all Mens Wives Whores) 
and the young Fellow, who ſat laughing in 
the Court all the while, was left at liberty 
to marry who he pleas'd; the Judge not re- 
garding the Curſe entail'd on thoſe who 
part Man and Wife. The poor Wenn 
425 | | when 
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when ſhe heard the curſed Sentence, and 


ber Doom, fell down in a Swoon in the 


Court, and the Women who heard the Tri- 


al, were for pulling the Judge, and Coun- 
cils Throats out, for they fear'd it wou'd 
be a Preſident for all their Husbands to get 
rid of them; but when ſhe recover'd, ap- 


peal'd from this unjuſt Tribunal, to the 
righteous Judgment Seat of God; but her 
Lawyers were of Opinion, 'twere better 
for her to appeal to the Court of Delegates, 
which wou'd not coſt her above a Hundred 
Pounds ; but ſhe had not the tenth Part of 
that Sum to ſpend, and then if her Huſ- 
band had more Money than ſhe, *twas 
Ten to One if ſhe was not left as they found 
her, except eaſing her of all her Money. 

If this Cauſe had been try'd in the ordi- 
nary Courſe of Juſtice at Common Law, 
by a Jury, *twas morally impoſſible to have 
vs ſuch a Set of Men together as wou'd 

ave given ſo black a Verdict, 

There has been Fourty Thouſand Pounds 
ſpent in a Cauſe of Marriage, in that Court, 
and before the Delegates, of a great Fortune 
marrying two Gentlemen, who ſhou'd be 
the Husband, which they left undetermin'd 
at laſt; and I heard an old Proctor of the 
Commons ſay, that he was afraid he ſhou'd 
never live to ſee ſo good Times again ; I de- 
manded of him, what Times he 10 be 

aid, 
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ſaid, the Time of the Plague, and the Time . 
of that fat Cauſe, in both which he gat Þ 


an Eſtate. 
I went to Dinner with ſome of the Do. 


ors who were Council againit the poor 
Woman beforemention'd, and ask*d them 
whether they did not think that Man 
was as lawfully married to the Woman 


they pleaded againſt, as any Man in Eng- 
land was to his Wife; they confeſt they 
believ'd ſo, but what was that to them, 
who were Council retain'd on the other 
Side. *T was confidently reported amongſt 
them, that the Judge had a Hundred and 
Thirty Guineas for a Bribe, beſides the o- 
ther Bribes and Charges the Villain was at 
to be parted from his Wife : But this wick- 
ed Judge, that never did any Thing with- 
out a Bribe, died miſerably ſoon after. 

It wou'd be too long to enumerate all the 
Chargeableneſs, Litigiouſneſs, Bribery , 
and Corruption of the Admiralty Court, 
in the Proſecution and Condemnation of 
Prizes taken in the late Wars; but this I 
ſuppoſe, as well as infinite other Villanies, 
will be ſet forth at large in the Book the 
Gentleman is writing, before ſpoken of. 

Another great Grievance to the Nation, 
is Select Veſtries in moſt Pariſhes through- 
out the Kingdom: Theſe the late Lord Chief 
Juſtice Holt, in a Trial before him, ns 

Sele 


Select Veſtries: 


Seleft Companies of Rogues: They are a par- 
cel of Fellows, in many Places, the Dregs 
of the Pariſh, and in ſome Caſes of more 
Authority than a Houſe of Commons, for 
they can levy Money at Diſcretion upon 
the Subject; ſolely by their Arbitrary Will 
and Pleaſure make a Diſtreſs, and (ell the 
Goods immediately. 


They chooſe themſelves; for when any 


ot their Society dies, or is otherwiſe diſpos'd 


of, they elect another in his Room, and ſo 


render themſelves perpetual; a Privilege the 


Houſe of Commons have not. 

They chooſe all Lecturers, and other 
Pariſh Officers, and as Bribery, Favour, or 
Affection ſways, can compel, or excuſe a 
Pariſhioner to ſerve in the meaneſt and moſt 


- troubleſome Office in the Pariſh. 


They influence mightily Elections in Par- 


| lament, Mayors, Common-Council-Men, 


Oc. for if a Pariſhioner will not Vote as 


they will have him, they will be ſure to ſit 
upon his Skirts, 


They Audit their own Accounts, by 


| chooſing ſome of their own Body for that 
Office. In ſhort, a great many other Ro- 
gueries, Cheats, and Oppreſſions, they ex- 
erciſe in their Pariſhes, by having ſo large a 
| Power, and continuing it to themſelves, 
| Which is great Temptation to Corruption; 
all which might be eaſily remedied, by clip- 


Ping 
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ping their Prerogative, and making then 

be choſe Annually by the Pariſh. . 
Incredible are the Sums of Money raisd 

through England for the Poor, tho' the 

Streets ſwarm with Beggars; and ' tis be. 


really, or juſtly apply'd to that Uſe. 

I might here touch upon the Corruption 

and Abuſe in Hoſpitals, and in all charita 

ble Foundations; but leaſt this Book ſhou't Þ 

{well to a greater Bulk than J intended, i 

mult be let alone for the preſent. 
Obſerrati- But I cannot omit ſome Obſervations on 
Green. Greenwich Hoſpital, becauſe it relates to out 
wich Hoſ- Seamen. Kiug WILLIAM, when be 
pital. view'd this Hoſpital, ſaid, The Engliſh h 


the Vanity to make magnificent Palaces fn Þ * 


Beggars, when their Princes lib d in Cotta. 
ges. The Revenue of this Hoſpital is nat 
ſupported by a Tax on any other of the Sub- 
jects but the poor Sailors, they paying Six 
Pence a Month put of their Pay; this, with 
Gitts given to it, 1s in great part laid out in 
a ſtately Structure, which, tho? it be ne- 
ver ſo much for the Glory of the Nation, 5 
very little for the Benefit of the Seamer; 
on the contrary, the Building being ſo 
chargeable, the leſs Men can be enter- 
tain'd in it till the whole Hoſpital is f- 
niſh'd, which according to the preſent Plan, 
and progreſs of the Works, cannot be in 

many 


. 


em 
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to about 33 Pound Annum; now give 


each of theſe Men but 20 Pound a Vear 
Penſiou, and let him ſhift for himſelf, and 
* he will be ten Times better pleas'd. Few 
Men but have Kindred and Friends, who 
they wou'd be glad, after the Hazards and 
Fatigues of a very troubleſome Life, to 
* ſpend the latter Part of their Days with, 
and even be buried in the Graves of their 
* Families: This wou'd be attended with 
great Advantages to the poor Men, and 
to the Government likewiſe; the poor Men 
' wou'd diſperſe themſelves all over the King- 
dom, get into cheap Countries, where they 
might plentifully Board for ten Pounds a 
| Year, be under no Confinement ; Liberty, 
next to Health, being the greateſt Plea- 
lure of Life; and many of them having 
good natural Parts, wou'd fo pleaſe the 


Country Gentlemen and Farmers with 
their Converſation, and Relation of Sea- 


Adventures, which the Country People are 


in a great meaſure Strangers to, that they 
wou'd be generally careſs'd, made eaſie, 


and happy in their Circumſtances, and per- 
EO (wade 
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many Years. But what ſignifies all this 
| Grandure of an out- ſide Building to a poor 
Sailor, in which he muſt be confin'd from 
his Wife and Relations during Life, and 
* made do a needleſs Duty. *Tis computed 
* the Charge of every Man there amounts 


142 Obſervations on Greenwich Hoſpital, 
ſwade a great many young Fellows into: Þ 
love of the Service at Sea. | | 

The Advantages to the Government 
wou'd be, that as theſe Men by Inclinat. 
on, ſo by Duty and Gratitude, wou'd hold 
themſelves bound to ſpread the Praiſes of it, 
as much as in them lay, and take off miſlead Þ 
Peoples Prejudices from it, and be living 
Monuments of the Care the Government 
takes of thoſe who faithfully ſerve it; but 
theſe good Conſequences cannot be ſuppos'd, Þ 
if theſe Men, who by this Way wou'd dil. 
perſe themſelves in all Corners of the King. 
dom, continue to be coup'd up in one 
Place, where their Confinement, and il 
Uſage, ſours their Temper, and cauſes per-. 
petual Murmurings amongſt them. | 

But another great Advantage that wou'd Þ 
accrue to the State, wou'd be, that *rwou'd 
ſave a great deal of Money by it, which i; 
a weighty Conſideration now a-days, and 
indeed in all Times. There is about 500 
Men now in this Hoſpital, and if this Me. 
thod were put in Practiſe, the Charge that 
maintains theſe 500 Men upon the Eſta- 
bliſhment they are at preſent, there may be 
1500, with each a Penſion of 20 J. Y A. 
num, for the Officers of the Hoſpital ſwal- 
low up a vaſt Sum, of which there wou'd 
be now no need, beſides the Frauds, Cheats, 
and Corruptions in all thoſe — 
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The great Truſt veſted in the Steward of 
this Hoſpital, without a legal or regular | 
| Controul, or Check, gives great Opportu- 
nities for Colluſions, Bribery, and other 
| Abuſes. 
{ Here all Juſtice and Diſcipline is turn'd 
out of Doors, and the Uſage of the Navy 
at Sea, and at Land, where any Order is 
obſerv'd, which is for Superiors to be pre- 
ferr'd before Inferiors, as in Penſions, and 
the like, where the Rank and Quality of 
the Perſon, according to the Poſt he ſerv'd, ö 
is always regarded; but in this Hoſpital tis it 
| = the contrary, the Warrant Officers, | 
| ſuch as Parſers, Boatſwains, Maſters, Gun- 
ners, c. are not diſtinguiſh'd from the 
common Seamen, and their Victuals many 
times ſo bad, that I have heard them ſay, 
they have ſometimes ſold their Dinner for a 1 
Penny, ora Half. penny, when by the Par- ill 
tiality, Favour, or ſome other By-ends of I] 
| the een of this Hoſpital, there are 
Fellows calld Boatſwains, who are put o- 
ver theſe Warrant Officers Heads, have a 
particular Table allow'd them, have the beſt 
of the Meat either roaſt or boil'd, as they | 
think fir, with Attendance on them, and | 
half a Crown a Week; and theſe new fa- | 
ihion'd Boatſwains are compos'd of Marine i 
Soldiers, Taylors, Coblers, and Fidlers : 


This is a great Heart · braaking to the Mar- 
raus 
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rant Officers, who have liv'd well, and been 
equally reſpected with Commiſſion Officers 
under a Captain, and even to the common 
Sailors, to have ſuch Perſons who they 
knew Abroad to ſerve in no other Capaci. 
ties than above, and were deſpis'd in time of 
Service by the meaneſt Seamen, as much 
below them, to be aſhore, where no need 
of any Service is, not only preferr'd before 
them, but even the Warrant Officers them- 
ſelves. 

Then here is ſo much Reſpect ſhewꝰd to 
Recommendations, that the Intent of the 
Foundation of this Hoſpital, as well as all 
other Charities, is in time corrupted and 
inverted ; *tis thought, that take away the 
Blew-coat Habit of the Children of CHriſt 
Church Hoſpital, in the City, founded by King 
Edwardthe 6th, and ina few Years, initeadof 
the Children of poor decay*d Freemez of the 
City getting in there, the Aldermen, and o- 
ther wealthy Citizens, wou'd fill the Hopi. 
tal with their Off. ſpring; but 'tis the Diſ- 
grace of the Habit that generally hinders 
the others, and is a Protection to the poor 
Orphans; ſo Greenwich Hoſpital, if a Scru- 
tiny, or Viſitation was made, *twould be 
found upon a ſtrict Examination, that hard- 
ly a motety of the Men are entitl'd, accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Foundation, to be 
there; this is the Effect of powerful Recom- 
mendat ions 
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| mendations, when a Gentleman has a mind | 
to be rid of an old Servant, which he is not | 
| willing to provide otherwiſe for, by Bribery, 
and other clandeſtine Ways, to the unjuſtly 
"FF ſhutting out the deſerving, but decay'd Sai- 
bors, for whoſe Relief this Hoſpital was 
: only erected. I wou'd not be thought, by 
this, to inſinuate the turning out of any old 
deca y'd Men, who are now there, let them 
get in which way they cou'd, God forbid; 
my Intent is only to give Hints to prevent 
| theſe Evils for the future. 
'* Beſides all this, for very ſmall Offences, 
the brave Sailors are often turn'd out of the 
| Hoſpital, and ſo have their Bread taken 
from them upon every Caprice, or Preju- 
dice of the Offers; a very hard Calc, that 
after Twenty Years, or more, faithful Ser- 
vice of their Country, to be rob'd of that 
Reward to which they are lo juſtly entitl'd, 
and which their own Brethren pay for ; 
but this they wou'd not be in hazard of; 
or liable to, if *twas put upon the Foot of a 
Penſion; and indeed the true Intent of Hoſ- 
pitals was originally for thoſe they call In- 
valids, diſeas'd, or diſabled Men, by great 
Age, loſs of Sight, Limbs,or ſuch Diſtempers 
as totally render them incapable of ſo much 
as ſtirring Abroad; and ſo it becomes abſo- i 
lutely neceſſary ſome Places ſhould be fer a- j 
part either to Cure them, or Cheriſh them, | 
L | under 1 
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under the Inſpection of able Phyſicians, 
Chirurgeons, and Nurſes; but moſt of the 
- Perſons put into this Hoſpital, are health. 
ful, and hearty old Men, who yet, by 
their long Service, are entitl'd to this Cha- 
rity; and many of them have ſome Art, or 
Trade that wou'd be a great help to them, 
ifat liberty to make uſe of it. 

"Tis too long for this Place to enter into 
the Detail of all the Abuſes and Corruptions 
of this Hoſpital, of which I cou'd muſter 
many more; and *twould be perfectly need. 

leſs, if the above Method is taken, which 
wou'd effectually put an end to them. The 
Lame, the Blind or Bed- rid, might be re- 
mov*d to Chelſea, or where elſe the Govern- 
ment pleas'd : The Revenue of this Hoſpi- 
tal, paid into his Majeſty's Exchequer, and 
the Penſions to the Men paid in what Me- 
thod the Government thinks fit ; or if the 
Receiver General of the Kjng*s Taxes in the 
Countries where the Men reſide, were em- 
power'd to pay them quarterly, *twou'd be 
much for the Eafe of the poor Men, and the 
Credit of the Government, which wou'd 
hardly feel it, conſidering the Kg had the 
Incomes of the Hoſpital paid into his Ex- 
chequer, by which Means the Government 
might fave, or gain many Thouſands of 
Pounds, or be enabled to cheriſh ſo many 
more Seamen. The Hoſpital converted in- 
| | to 
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to one of the Palaces for our Ringe, which 
by its magnificent, and convenient Situati- 
on to receive Ambaſſadors; the Advantage 
of the Hill, and River, to make Caſcades; 
Fountains, and other Water Works; and 
Nature having been laviſh of all her rural 
Beauties to make the Park the pleaſanteſt 
ſpot of Ground in England, with ſuch a 
proſpect as the Earth does no where elſe af- 
ford; this, together with Whitehall when 
built, and Hampton Court already built, all 
upon the Banks of the nobleſt River in the 
World, wou'd be truly ſuch a Glory to the 
Nation, as cou'd not be parallel'd rough: 
out the Univerſe. 3 

To Sum up what I have already ſaid, I 
ſhall only obſerve, that *tis wonderful tocon- 
ſider the Power and 1 of this King- 
dom by what it bears, like a tough well 
bred Horſe that can hardly be rid to Death; | | 
half theſe Diſtempers, one wou'd think, 
were ſufficient to ruin or debilitate the i 
greateſt Monarchy on Earth. | 

"Tis not to be imagin'd, that I can think, Tir not | 
or propoſe, that tis poſſible to remedy all jnzto? 
theſe Evils at once, or of a ſudden ; no, 7» Remedy 
tis a Complication of Diſtempers, and ſome 2 the E- | 
are Chronical, which are not to be cur'd with pas 4 ö 
2 few Doſes of Phyſick; Time, and con- in this | 
ſtant Application to it muſt do the Work 32% at 
by degrees; aad ſorne of the molt * 
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Of a Publick Spirit. 
of them may be eaſily remov'd, fuch as 
the MarſhaPs Court, Abuſe of Goals, Re. 
lief of Poor Debtors, £9c. But I will ha. 
{ten to my concluding Diſcourſe, of a Pub- 
lick Spirit. 

The little Senſe the Age has left of Ho 
nour, Truth, and Sincerity, is a great Miſ- 
fortune to Us; theſe are hardly counted 
neceſſary Qualifications of a Gentleman, 
Men effect to oo Popular, by having 
great Levies conſtantly attending them; 
this Policy they hope will induce the Go- 
vernment to court their Friendſhip, and 
ſo conſequently get good Places. But 
with humble Submiſſion, if the Govern- 
ment makes this the only Rule to ad- 
vance People to great Employments, it 
may very often chance to take in Perſons 
who will do it a Pound of Miſchief for an 
Ounce of Service; for generally theſe are 
a ſort of Courtiers, who uſe a World of 
Compliments, are wonderful Civil, and 
liberal of Profeſſions of Services to every 
body that applies to them, but do for 
none but thoſe they get moſt by. They 
never ſuffer their Hearts and Tongues to a- 
gree together: They very rarely mean as 
they fay, but promiſe you one thing tho' 
they intend quite the contrary ; make you 
conſtantly wait upon them; keep you on 
the Rack and Torture for Months and 

Years, 
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Years, before they will grant you the Coup 
you quite. 


vide of the Notions of Honour they have “e Com - 
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de Grace, to put you out of Pain, and kill 


This manner of Proceeding is very Cufton of 


tiers in 


| in China: There 'tis a Cuſtom amongſt Chins 
the Courtiers, and beſt educated Perſons, 


that inſtead of oral Compliments, they 


give you a written Proteſtation of what 


they intend to do for you, that if they fail 
of their Promiſe, to remain as a Teſtimony 


| againſt them, and a Mark of the greateſt 


Infamy. If our Courtiers and Gentlemen 
did ſo, and there was a Law to ſue them 
for breach of Promiſe, I doubt there wou'd 
be more Bankrupts amongſt the Quality 
for Debts of Honour, than amongſt the 
Tradeſmen for Debts of Money. 

How many have been ruin'd by this trick. Many 
ing and baſe Inſincerity! Cannot a Man, , 4.” 
if he has the leaſt regard to true Honour, e of 
and Honeſty, tell a Perſon, after a ſmall Courtier:. 
time of attending, whether he:can, or will 
ſerve him. A Man of Quality ſhou'd be 
as much above, and deſpiſe the mean piti- 
ful Arts, Shifts, and Vices of the vulgar, 
as he is above them in Birth, Fortune, or 
Station; but when he does that which an 
honeſt Porter wou'd bluſh at, his Quality 
then is as a dead Weight, which ſinks him 
as much in Contempt under the lowelt de- 


1 3 grec 


Of a Publick Spirit. 

ree of the People, as before he ſeem'd to 
be above the common level of Mankind. 
If a drunken Linkman, or Carman, ſhou'd 
be guilty of ſome notorious Indecency in the 
Street, to the open view of the Mob, it 
wou'd not be ſo odious, or wonderful in 
them, as in a Gentleman well dreſt. 

If to live eaſy and quiet, and ſometimes 
to enjoy our own Company in a little Re- 
tirement, free from the noiſe and hurry of 
this World, be a great Happineſs, I can- 
not ſee the Prudence of thoſe Perſons, who 
create to themſelves this perpetual Teaſing 
of numberleſs Followers, and Solicitors 
for Favours; by voluntarily and need- 
leſly promiſing to one part of them to 
whom they cannot be as good as their 
Word; and the other, what they never 
intend to perform, If they wou'd uſe 
more Sincerity, they wou'd infallibly rid 
themſelves of abundance of importunate 
Suitors, and get the valuable Reputation of 
Men of true Honour. No Man in his Sen- 
ſes can be angry, when he is deny'd that 
which the Perſon he ſolicits fairly ſhows 
him he has neither Reaſon or Obligation 
to do for him; or otherwiſe, that *ris not 
in his Power: But to keep People in Hopes, 
make them looſe their Time, expend their 
Money, diſappoint them ofother Opportuni- 
ties, all witha Deſign to deceive them at laſt, 

is 


Of a Publick Spirit. 
is ſo vile, that it wants a Name, and only 
-ſerves to entail Curſes, and laſting Infamy, 
inſtead of Bleſſings, and a good Character. 
What the Policy, or Intent of ſuch Pro- 
ceedings is (which is, or have been ſo fa- 
ſhionable and common amongſt our modern 
Conrtiers) or what good Account it will 
turn to, let thoſe experience who make a 
Merit by ſuch diſhonourable Ways. I do 
not charge all Men of Figure with this 
manner of Behaviour; I know ſome worthy 
Perſons that ſcorn it, who have more no- 


ble Souls; the other being the Marks of a jyjacerity 
3 Spirit, and as I ſaid before, does their the Mark 


riace a great di{-ſervice, by ſowring, and of a mean 


alienating the Hearts of his Subjects from 


him; for if theſe great Men, by reaſon of 


their Poſts, repreſent his Majeſty, through 
whoſe Hands he conveys his Adminiſtrati- 
on to his Subjects, they leave the Impreſſi- 
on of a bad Prince on the Minds of the Peo- 
ple for making choice of ſuch ill Miniſters. 
This brings me ſtill to affirm, that as a 
Publick Spirit is abſolutely neceſſary in a 
Great Man, not only for the Service of the 


Prince, but good of the People, ſo Religi- 24 


on is the eſſential Qualification of a Publick 1 4 


li fication 


{ſpirited Man. And here I humbly beg 


Spirit. 


y_ 
en- 


leave to diſſent from the Opinion of an ex- of a Pub- 
cellent Prelate, who has one Paſſage in an 
admirable Sermon of his, which is ſhock- 

L 4 ing 
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ing to me; and either I cannot agree to it, 
or comprehend it. I wou'd not have Great. 
neſs complimented at the Expence of Reli. 
gion; this, I think, is carrying the Matter 
a little too far. 

I remember an eminent *Divize laid him. 
{clf very open for juſt Cenſure, ina Sermon 


he preach'd at the Funeral of a great Pute, 


whercin he made many Panegyricks on his 
Grace's ſuperior and exalted Underſtanding, 
and pav'd the Way caſy for him, and thoſe 
of like Quality and Gitts, to go to Heaver 
by a Death-bed Repentance ; and though 
their whole Lite, toa great Age, had been 
a continued Series of Lewdneſs and Debau- 
chery, yet at the laſt they might repent 
with fuch a Grace, and in fo Polite a man- 
ner, as wou'd in probability atone for al] 
pait Miſcarriages, which a poor and vulgar 
Capacity was not capable of. This Doc- 
trine makes rhe reverſe of our Saviour“, 
for then 'tis eaſy tor the Rich, who have 
good Education; and hard for the Poor, 
who have none, to enter the Kingdom ot 
caven: No, the ſighing of a contrite 
Heart 15 more eloquent with God, than all 
the fine Orations Man's Learning can in— 
vent. : 

But to return to the Paſſage out of this 
late Sermon (excepting which I admire e- 
very Word of the reſt.) 

| | This 
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This great Prelate does allow, that wic- 
ked Men, eſpecially great ones, endanger 
the Church; and I fay the State too, though 
| afterwards he ſeems to deny it. But he ſays, 
Wicked Men, of good Abilities, will always 
be employ'd in all Governments, I fear 't will 
be found too ſad a Truth what my Lord ſays, 
that wicked Men of good Abilities will al- 
ways be employ'd in all Governments ; 
and he might have ſaid, have been always 
employ'd, for otherwiſe, how cou'd come 
all the Calamities that have fallen upon 
Mankind in all Ages? but from the Wic- 
kedneſs of the Men in Power. The Devil, 
our capital Enemy, the Deſtroyer of Men, 
makes uſe of no Fools for his principal In- 
ſtruments. The Apoſtle ſays, from whence 
comes Wars and Fightings, &c. but from 
your Luſts or Vices. Sacred Writ ſhows 
us many Inſtances of, a wicked King, a wic- 
ked People; a good King, a good People; 
and our own Experience tells Us, an un- 
godly Court, an ungodly City: And the 
Contagion ſeldom fails to ſpread as far as 
the Country; a drunken Parſon, a drun- 
ken Pariſh. This is only to ſhow what is 
the natural Conſequences, or can be expect- 
ed from the Examples of thoſe in Power ; 
and that God has no where promiſed Pro- 
ſperity, Bleſſings, or that any Good ſhall 
come from the Adminiſtration of * 

niſters. 
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niſters. Our Bleſſed Saviour ſays to his A. 
poſtles, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Mey, 
that they ſeeing your good Works, may glori- 


fie your Father which is in Heaven. Mini. 


ſters of State ſtand in the higheſt Places, 


and ſtrongeſt Lights, and 'tis of no ſmall 
Conſequence in what Colours out $5.14 
Our Princes, Kings, and Queens, have fre. 
quently iſſued out Proclamations againſt 
Vice, Immorality and Prophaneneſs, take 
Notice of it in Speeches to their Parlia- 
ments; and many times declare, that only 
Virtuous and Religious Perſons ſhall be beſt 
intituPd to their Favours. I hope all Pe. 
ple think they were in earneſt. 

My Lord further ſays, The Saints did ne- 


ver yet govern the Earth, nor ever will, 


Whether the Saints have, we muſt exa- 
mine; but when they ſhall have any ſhare 
in governing the Earth, I cannot tell; 
there's not much Proſpect of it now, the 
more's the pity ; but if the Saints are net 
the Governors of the World, they ſhall be 
the Judges of it; yet in old, if not in later 
Times, Saints did govern part of the Earth, 
St. Abraham, St. Job, St. David, St. Heze- 
kiah, St. Joiah; and many more in later A- 
ges, Conſtantine the Great, and other good 
Chriſtian Emperors; in our Nation, King 
Edward, Queen Elizabeth, and many more 
pious Princes, who had alſo religious 1 

ers, 
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ſters, who we hope are Saints in Heaven, 


Beſides, his Lordſhip, and the reſt of the 
good Biſhops, who have much better Ti- 
tle to be Saints, than many that have been 
Canoniz'd, are part of our Government, 


or Governors, as they are Peers of the 
Realm. 


But to proceed, his Lordſhip ſays, ſpeak- 


ing of Miniſters of State. They are the 
Men of Judgment, Languages, Dexteri- 
« ty and Skill, that know the World A- 
« broad, and all its Intereſts, and that 
* throughly underſtand Mankind, that e- 
ver were employ'd, and ever mult be u- 
* {ed by States and Princes, whether they 
* be Virtuous or Religious, or no; that 
“is their own Concern, and they muſt 
look to it. Princes and States, if they 
* will be ſecure, muſt have regard to ſuch 
* Abilities, and Qualities, as are proper for 
* their Service; and would, no queſtion of 
it, be very glad to have them alſo V irtuous 
and Religious; but they mult often be 
content without the latter, if they find 
«© the former. In Countries, where the 
„ Clergy themſelves are Miniſters of State, 
* and execute all the great Offices of the 
„Country, why even there, there is little 


* or no Regard had in the chooſing them, 


* to their ſupericr Learning, Virtue, and 
* Religion, Auſtere Behaviour, and a Ho- 
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e ly Life, but to other Qualities, menti- 
« on'd before, even ſuch, and the fame as 
« recommend Lay-men to States and Prin. Þ 
« ces for their Miniſters : And they do not 
think the Church is any ways endanger'd Þ 
« by vicious Miniſters, if they be otherwiſe Þ | 
« qualify'd, by Faithfulneſs, by Diligence, 
« and Application to their proper Buſineſ- 
& fes. l do not mean hereby to yield fo far 
& to the reigning Calumny, as to ſuppoſe 
& the preſent Miniſtry to be a Vicious one, 
« beyond what has been before, for I am 
« as ſure of the contrary, as one can be of 
“ any ſuch Matter. But I wou'd fay, that 
« ſuppoſing it were fo, yet is the Church 
in no Danger by that. 

My Lord was pleas'd to allow, a little 
before this Paragraph, that every Na- 
tional Church is, and always was in 
Danger from wicked Men of no Religion, 
« from the Wickedneſs of many who pro- 
& feſs the true Religion, and from al 
the evil Paſſions, Corruptions, and bad 
Principles of the Men that compole the 
„ Body of it. And yet afterwards his 


* the Church is any ways endanger'd 
by vicious Miniſters, if they be other- 
« wiſe qualified, by Faithfulneſs, by Dili- 
„ gence, and Application to their proper 
« Buſineſſes.” Faithfulneſs, I humbly 
con- 
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conceive, might have been left out, for 
Faithfulneſs, ina ſtrict Senſe, or good Cauſe, 


s a great part of Religion, which is 1 


or never found in a vicious Perſon, Dili- 


| gence, and Application to the height of Per- 
fection, may be found in the Devil and his 
Miniſters, not often to be had in a debaucht 
* Perſon ; for his Vices, and ſinful Pleaſures, 
generally take up ſo much of his time, that 
he cannot attend much to Buſineſs, and fo 
they are generally the unfitteſt Perſons to 
be depended on in any Bulineſs whatever, 
eſpecially Matters of moment ; and tho? 
they do not do the Devil ſo univerſal a Ser- 
vice as the Atheiſt, who wou'd root up the 
very Foundation of all Religion, yet 'tis 
* impoſſible they can do God, his Church and 
People any good; they chiefly take care ofone 
thing, that is to go to Hell themſelves, and 
are bad Precedents for others to follow their 
pernicious Examples; but the Atheiſt wou'd 
; eg the whole World to accompany 
| hi 


m to Perdition. The Hypocrite 1s the 


| moſt tolerable of the Three, for in endea- 
vouring to cheat God, he cheats himlelt, 
and ſo generally goes to the Devil alone, 
without carrying others with him. 

I muſt confeſs, in Arts and Sciences, ſuch 


as Muſick, Painting, Architecture, Car- 
ving, Cc. Religion is not ſo abſolutely 


neceſſary to qualify Men, it you Ends 
the 
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the Bleſſing that attends religious Men in 
all their Undertakings; but Miniſters of 
State, who have the Care and Protect ion 
of the Church, as well as the other part of 
the Government committed to them, to ex- 
pect Safety, or any Good from them, if 
they are Perſons of no Religion, or live as 
if they had none, which is much at one, is 
paſt my Comprehenſion. Religion has the 
Promiſe of this Life as well as the next, or 
otherwiſe we mock God, when we pray 
both in Publick and Private for Proſperity 
and Succeſs in our temporal Concerns as 
well as ſpiritual : We are not entituPd to 
the daily Bread which ſuſtains our Lives, 
till we ask it of that God which the Atheiſt 
or Irreligious Man denies. No doubt of it, 
I may be laugh'd at for the weakneſs of my 
Parts, and Reaſoning, however, I cannot 
_"_ this Matter ſlightly over; make me 

ut Religious, and I ſhall not envy the Man 
of the brighteſt Qualifications without it. 
A better, and wiſer Man than we have now 
upon Earth, after he had ranſack'd all the 
Store-Houſes, and Treaſures of Nature for 
W iſdom, at laſt concluded, Behold the fear 
of the LO RP, that is Wiſdom, and to de- 
fart from Evil is Underſ/anding, But to re- 
turn, 


I am very much puzlcd, rightly, to know 
what ' tis moſt that endangers Ci, _— 
| an 
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and when it totters or ſhakes, which is in 
moſt danger, the Souls or Bodies of Men ? 
Rightly to diſtinguiſh between the tempo- 
ral Advantages of this Life, and what purel 
leads to the Happineſs hereafter. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſays his Mingdom is not of this World, 
and his Kingdom and Church, I think, is 
much the ſame ; then if it is of the Happi- 
neſs hereafter, as undoubtedly he means, 
then nothing burts the Church but what 
hurts the Soul of Man, which I'm ſure wie- 
ked Men can be no good Guardians of. If it 
be the temporal Advantages here, viz. Pow- 
er and Riches, I do not know but wicked 
Men may be thought, by ſome, as proper to 
| ſecure that, as good Men, but in that the 
may chance to be miſtaken. My Lord 1s 
pleas'd to ſay, That Miniſters of State 
* muſt be Men of judgment, Languages, 
* Dexterity and Skill, that know the World 
« Abroad, and all its Intereſts, and that 
„ throughly underſtand Mankind, that e- 
« ver were employ'd, and ever muſt be u- 
« ſed by States, and Princes, whether the 
* Be Virtuous or Religious, or no, that is 
their own Concern, and they muſt look 
to it.“ But with humble Submiſſion, I 
believe Princes ought to look to it, if they 
believe a God and Religion, for they can- 
not reaſonably, or ought not to promiſe to 
themſelves any Bleſſing and Succeſs mom 

| the 
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the Negotiations or Adminiſtration of wid 
ked Men: God ſeldom makes uſe of th: 
Devils Tools to do his Work; or at lea 
we ought not to preſume upon employing 
the Devil's Servants to carry on the Cauſe oÞ 
God either in Church or State. But what 
I chiefly contend for is, that Virtue and Re. 
ligion ought to be the firſt and greateſt Qua. 
lification to be look'd out in a Perſon de. 
ſign'd for a Miniſter of State, or indeed 2. 
ny other publick Employment; where ths F 
is found, there you may depend is Faith-F 
fulneſs, Diligence, and Application to dif Þ 
charge their Truſt with a clear Conſcience, 
void of Offence towards God, their Prince, 
and Fellow Subjects; there's no unlawful 
Ambition, Avarice, Corruption, By-ends, Þ 
the Familiars that perpetually attend and Þ 
haunt wicked Men. As to the other Quali- 
fications, *tis ſtrange that no religious Men 
can be found that are of © Judgment, that 
& underitand Languages, Dexterity and 
& Skill, that know the World Abroad, and 
&« all its Intereſts, and that thoroughly un- 

& derſtand Mankind.” As to Languages, no 
doubt, there are religious Men who under. 
ſtand them as well as wicked Men; TJudg: 
ment, Dexterity and Skill, are much the Þ 
ſame. Honeſty, we fay, is the beſt Poli- 
cy. Now Honeſty is a part of Religion. 
What this Right Reverend Prelate 1ays, 
as 
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as to the Choice of Miniſters beyond Sea, 


e even Clergymen, if they have Languages, 
all Z Dexterity and Skill, without regard to any 
other Qualifications, I hope is no Example 
1 for Us; We are not fond to Copy after 
any Roman Catholick Patterns of Policy, 
either in Religion or State. What I ſhall 
labour to ſhow is, that Religion is not only 
the chief Qualification in Miniſters, or Go- 
vernours, both of Church and State, but 
without that Qualification all the reſt will 
not anſwer the true Ends of the Happineſs 


of Men here and hereafter, the only End 


that God deſign'd in all Government; and 
that on the Council and Endeavours of Ver- 
tuous and Religious Miniſters, Succeſs and 
Bleſſings attend; to prove this by Fact, 
which is the beſt way of Proof, my little 
Reading and Memory will furniſh but very 
tew, but without queſtion there are many 
more. Was there ever any Prince had an 
abler and better Minilter of State than Sir 
Francis Walſingham/in Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, and he was a very Religious and 
Pious Man? Was we ever bleſt with a bet- 
ter Judge than the Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, 
and he was a Holy Man and great Divine ? 
Our preſent two Lord Chief Juſtices are Re— 
ligious Perſons, and Divines: The Great 
Duke of MARLBOROUGH, to his ut- 
moſt (in the Vice and Corruption, of a nu- 

M merous 
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merous Army) kept up the Spirit of Reli. 
gion by the many Days he appointed for Hu- 
miliation and Thankſgiving by his own ex- 
cellent Example of Sobriety, Temperance 
and Command of his Pa ſſions. Tis draw- 
ing a bad Picture of the Age, that there can 
hardly now be found out a Man of Reli- 
gion that is qualified for a great Poſt : The 
Uncharitable and Cenſorious give out fo, 
but I believe 'tis far from my Lord's 
Thoughts, becauſe the contrary is Fact; 
for if I have, among others, the true Cha- 
racter of ſome very Honourable Perſons, 
in particular, who now fill the greateſt 
Poſts in the Kingdom, they are Perſons of 
Vertue and Religion; but ſometimes it 
may chance, that 1n the brighteſt Diſcour- 
ſes there may happen an unguarded Expreſ- 
ſion, which may want an Explanation. 
*Tis not the Pride, or itch of Cavilling that 
tempts, or prompts me to find fault with this, 
or any Work of ſo Excellent a Man, whom 
Lever did, and do greatly venerate. But 
my Lord, in his Goodneſs, will pardon me, 
when *tis only my ſincere Zeal for Religion 
that makes me preſume to take this Free- 
dom, which if I am in an Error, I believe 
"7 Lord himſelf will think it is on the right 
ide. 
In China State Employments are con- 
ferr'd on none but ſuch as are capable of 
them, 
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them, and endued with rare and excellent 
Jualities. That no Man be eſteemed Noble, 
ye be not Vertuous : That the Children of 
great Perſonages cannot he admitted to the 

- E Employs of their Fathers, nor entitle them- 
ſelves to their Glory, Honour and Reputa- Ia China 
on, if they do not equal or ſurpaſs them in $2. #* 
Vertue, Fixing thus Nobility to the Perſon, 10 the 
and not to the Blood. No Man inherits {is of 
Place, Eſtate, or Nobility in Turkey, but an bag 
all muſt riſe by dint of Merit; and theſe % Blood. 
Peoples Words are generally kept more ſa— 2 Tele 
cred than our Oaths. It is enough to raiſe an e 
honeſt Man's Spleen, or utmoſt Indignation, % 
to think that Heathens and Infidels ſhou'd 54 MES 
ſo much out-do Chriſtians in Points of Ho- 

nour, or rather Vertue: Certainly their 

falſe Religions teach not better Leſſons, 

or ſo good as our true one. Theſe are ſuch 
melancholy Parallels, or Reflections, that 

I muſt go no further with them, but proceed 

to ſome more Inſtances of the Policy and 

Force of Religion in all Civil and Milicary 
Affairs; neither can I conceive how, or 

what need there is to ſeparate either our 
Temporal or Spiritual Concerns from Re- 

ligion. The Divine Wiſdom that ſends Us to 
Heaven, is the beſt Policy on Earth ; eſpe- 

cally in a Country where the true Religion 

is Eſtabliſh'd as well as profeſt. In Mili- 

tary Affairs We ſee the Force of it in our 
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late Civil Wars between King and Parla- O! 
ment. The Rozad-heads, if they were not ſo 
{ſincere in their Hearts, yet they reap'd I 4 
mighty Advantages over the King's Forces,  ® 
by keeping, up the very out-ſide of it; for WM 
at firſt they were beaten, till they took up R 
the Spiritual Weapons of Religion and S 7 
briety to aſſiſt their Carnal Weapons; and 
whatever their Leaders were in their Hearts, 
moſt of their Followers were certainly ſin- 
ccre, and very zealous, for they beliey'd 
their Cauſe was of God and Religion, and 
confirm'd themſelves in it, by the Immora- 
liry of the King's Party and Army, conclu- 
ding they who were moſt Religious muſt I © 
conſequently have God on their ſide, and the * 
Event all along ſcem'd to prove it. And! f 
am afraid that even the Rebels of thoſe 1 f 
Times will riſe up in judgment againſt the I 
Saints of this Age. | 
As the Uſurper Cromwel's Army was ( 

( 

| 

| 


compos'd of Religious Officers and Soldi- 
ers, ſo was his Council: No openly Wicked 
Man cou'd be employ'd under him; open, 
icandalous, and flagrant Sins were ſeverely 
puniſh'd, particularly Blaſphemy, a Wic- 
Kednels that now Reigns with Impunity, 
and without Controul, of which the Roman 
Catholicks juitly upbraid Us; for they fay, 
that tho* We have ſevere Laws, and puniſh 
Words agaialt our Prince, there's very few, 
or 


Of a Publick Spirit. 
or none call'd to Account for ſpeaking Trea- 
ſon againſt the Great Majeſty of Heaven 


and Earth, which no Greatneſs, Quality, 
or Friends, can excuſe or ſave from Puniſh- 


ment amongit them; and this is the chief 


Reaſon they give for ſetting up Conrts of In- 
quifition. 

'Tis ſaid that King Charles the ſecond 
asked Thurloe, Oliver Cromwell's Secretary, 
who liv'd after the Reſtoration, how could 
Cromwel and his Adherents, which were 
hardly a hundredth Part of the Nation, 
keep him out fo long? Which he thus an- 
ſwer'd, That they employ'd no one, eſpe— 
cally in a Place of Truſt, but what was a 
religious and ſober Man, at leaſt of their 
Religion, and ſuch Men they courted to 
ſerve them, by which they were ſure to be 
faithfully ſerv'd. They did not give theſe 
Men the Trouble to ſollicite for Places, 
(far from buying) they having no manner 
of Regard to ſuch fort of Applications, 
which with them was rather to hinder a 
Man from Preferment, than ever procure 
him a Place; and that they had ſuch a Re- 
gard for a Zeal for their Cauſe, which was 


| carry'd on under the Mask of Religion, 


however, it had the outward Signs of it, 
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ſuch as a ſober and vertuous Life, that 


they did not much ſtudy any other Parts 
to recommend a Perſon to them for great 
M 3 Em- 
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Employments. Thus the Fleet was com. 
manded by Horſe-Officers, and the Navy 
manag'd by Perſons that had ſerv'd ng 
Apprenticeſhip there, and had not. early 
learn'd the Art of cheating. There was 
no bugbear Objections againſt a Man' 
Want of Abilities and Experience, if he 
had theſe more valuable ones, of a Publich 
Spirit, and à Zeal for his Country. By 
which Management in their ſhort Admini- 
ſtration, they ſtruck a great Terror in the 
World, and made all Nations within their 
Reach ſubmit to them. 

It a Religious Zeal for a bad Cauſe, an 
Uſurpation : If at worſt an outſide of Re- 
Iigion could be of fuch Force, and like a 
Torrent bear down all before it, what cou'd 
not the Power of true Religion in a legal 
Government do. Say what we pleaſe, tis 
the greateſt Wiſdom, and that is the beſt 
Policy in all Governments, and this Politick 
Part of Religion was the Motive that it- 
duc'd me to preſume to ſhow my Dillenc 
from my Lord's Opinion, bur for the Di. 
vinity part of it, We all agree. 

I ſhall now goa little farther, and make 
ſome few Obſervations on Publick Writers, 
that have recommended Religion and Ver- 
tue to us; I do not mean Divines, I have? 
great Reverence for the Sacred Order, and 
it T have offended in what I have already 
ſaid, IJ humbly beg Pardon. 
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T ſhall publiſh no Books of the Rigte of 


the Chriſtian Church, of Free-Thinking, nor 
Letters to the Pope to make all Prote//ant 
Prieſts, in ſome Degree, and in the Caſe 
of Infallibility greater Cheats than the 
Popiſh Prieſts, much good may it do them, 
with their Wir this Way. "Tis an Order 
eſſential to the true Religion as well as a 
falſe. Down with the Order, or bring it 
into the utmoſt Contempt, which is much 
at One, and then every Man may ſet up 
what Religion pleaſes him beſt, or think a- 
way all Religion. The Cheats of ſome 
Prieſts, or falſe ones, is no Argument againſt 
the Inſtitution, no more than the Abuſe 
of Religion, 1s a Reaſon that we are to 
have no Religion at all. Notwithitaading 
what falſe colouring witty Men may put 
upon it, the Deſign to an ordinary Capa- 
city, is plainly levell'd to diſcredit Reli— 
gi0n, and this Uſe the prophane and cor- 
rupt Part of Mankind make of it, and 
give great Scandal to the Religious Part. 
As much as we defpiſe a Prieſt or Miniſter 
of the Goſpel in our Health, and gay part 
of our Life; we cry out for his Help, when 
our Mind is diſtemper'd, under the Pangs 
of a guilty Conſcience, under the Agonies 
of a wicked miſ-ſpent Lite on a fick Bed; 
Oh then the Phyſician of the Soul is thought 
neceſſary, but they are not often call'd tor, 
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but when we are ina manner paſt Hopes 
and Cure. I am not fond of a Caſe-hard. 
en'd Conſcience, whick will rarely ſtand 
Proof on a dying Bed, and never in the 
Day of Judgment. *T13 worth the while 
of the longeſt Liver here to ſecure ſome 
Cordials of Comfort in our laſt Moments; 
on the other Side, all the ſenſual Pleaſures 
that weſtrive to gratifie our unſatiable Luſts 
with, cannot in the leaſt compenſate for the 
Terrors and Torments of a deſpairing and 
dying Sinner. 


Abuſe of is abominable to ſee the licentious Li. 
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berty that is taken, not in our innocent 
but rather wicked Diverſions, at the Thega- 
tres, with ſuch a daring Tmpudence to a- 
buſe ſo conſiderable an Order of Men as 
the Clergy, no inconſiderable a Part of our 
Conjlitution, by frequently expoſing the 
Character upon an open Stage, to make 
Sport for z{ozs and Rakes, having a 
rancing Rule amongſt the Scum and Ror- 
ren Part of the Creation, never to bring a 
Parſon to act any other Part than that of 
a Fool, Drunkard, or Knave, with vila- 
nous Nick-names. Such Prophaneneſs, 
Folly, and Audaciouſneſs, was never {ut- 
fer'd, or { much. as heard of, in any o- 
ther Countreys of the World, Chriſtian 
or Heathen; deſpiſ and ſcandalize the 
Altilts, and the Arts or Science will have 
little Credit. 1 


Of a Publick Spirit. 
] am not ſetting up as a Defender of 
'the Clergy, in Order to court their Fa- 
vour, as ſome may inſinuate, they are Gen- 
tlemen of Learning and Parts, and ſtand 
in little need of me for an Advocate, nei- 
ther am I a Bigot. I muſt keep to my Text, 
and anſwer, as well I can, the Title of my 
Book {a Publick Spirit) which J affirm, 
cannot be ſeparated from, or ſubſiſt with- 
out Religion. A Man of no Religion will 
do good to no Body but himſelf, or only to 
them which ſuit beſt with his Intereſt. 
Nothing teaches that excellent Grace or 
Vertue of Charity but Religion, and what 
is of ſo extenſive a Good to Mankind as 
Charity. As long as there are ſome Paſſa- 
ges in the Scripture, which need Expound- 
ing to a vulgar Capacity, and Ordinances 
annex'd to the Chriſtian Religion, which 
muſt only be perform'd by the Order of 
Prieſts, 00 long they are of abſolute Neceſ- 
ſity, and of infinite Uſe to Mankind, not 
only for our future Happineſs, but well go- 
verning the World. It convincing Men 
of the Certainty of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments hereafter, the Neceſſity of keeping 
a good Conſcience void of Offence towards 
God and Man, be ſtronger Ties than all 
human Laws, which by cunning Men may 


be evaded, be needful to make Men mu 


Subjects as well as good Chriſtians, fo ng 
they 
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they are ncceſſary, notwithſtanding all the 
Miſchiefs evil Pricfts do, for which they 
are accountable not only to God but to 
Men. I do not deſign to compliment all 
forts of Prieſts, and ſo jumble good and 
bad together, but why ſhould the Order 
be inſulted or abus'd, for the Miſcarriages 
of ſome? We do not ſo treat Profeſſors of 
other Sciences, tho? every one of them has 
their Quacks and Mountebanks. Prieſt; 
have their human Frailties as well as the 
Laity, tho' not ſo common, and if we are 
ſcandalized at the looſe Behaviour of one 
Prieſt, God be thanked, we need not travel 
far to find out a better; many of them are fur- 
niſh'd with Variety of good Qualities, Pi- 
ous Lives, profound Learning, Wit, good 
Engliſhmen, and as great Lovers of their 
1 as the heartieſt Lay-man of us 
„ 

But to return to ſuch Lay-Men as have 
molt excellently painted Religion and Ver- 
tue in the moſt beautiful Colours, and Vice 
in its true Deformities, but have only pra- 
ctis'd the latter, and deny'd the former in 
all the Actions and Conduct of their Lives. 
Methinks I fee theſe Men after they have 
publiſh'd ſome admirable Work to perſwade 


the World to tread in theſe Paths of Peace 


and Happineſs, amongſt their drunken, de- 


bauch'd, Atheiſtical Comrades, laugh 0 
a 
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all they have done, to ſee how much Mo— 


ney they have got by endeavouring to 
make others believe that, to which they 
give no Credit themſelves. This would 
not paſs in ſobad Times as Oliver CromwelPs. 
Living vertuouſly was what he requir'd 
more than fine writing or prating of it. 
I muſt confeſs that denying Religion in our 
Lives, and defying or writing againſt it 
too, is a horrible Aggravation ; but who 
dares do that, not the very Devil himſelf, for 
he could hardly deceive any one that way, 
becauſe inthe worſt of Men there is ſo much 
of the Divine Ray, ora ſecret Impulſe left, 
that they cannot help giving an Approba- 
tion to Religion and Vertue, or at Jeaſt to 
confeſs ſo notorious a Truth, as that *ris beſt 
calculated and moſt agreeable for the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind here; therefore we do 
not much thank thoſe Men who barely re- 
commend Religion and Vertue by their 
Writings, and deny it in their Actions. 
Example, every one allows, 1s of greater 
Uſe and more prevalent than Precept; but 
I am of Opinion that theſe fine Orators for 
Vertue and Piety, that give the Lye by 
their Actions to all they ſay in their Works, 
are the greateſt Enemies, of all others, to 
Religion. How nauſeous it is to ſee thoſe 
bright Authors labour to convince us of the 
Neceſſity of Juſtice, Integrity, Tempe- 


rance, 
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rance, Chaſtity, and all other moral Ver. 
tues, as moſt beneficial for our Happineſs 
here, and well-being hereafter, and never 
ay their own Debts, notwithſtanding they 
ah great Incomes, ruin Families, have 
no Regard to their Word or Honour, over- 
reach every one they can, live a luxurious, 
debauch'd and leud Life, ſpend that Mo- 
ney upon Strumpets, Treats and Gluttony, 
which belongs to their Creditors, ſhelter 
themſelves under Protect ions from the Law, 
and all this while rendring thoſe Fools and 
Villains who make the ſame Vices their 
Practiſe. This brings the greateſt Diſcre- 
dit poſſible upon Honeſty and Vertue : for 
if a Parſon that is drunk all the Week with 
his Pariſhioners, preaches never ſo much 
for Sobriety on a Sunday, he creates only a 


great deal of Laughter and Ridicule, and 


makes no Converts; his Doctrine ſhall 
make few or no Saints, but infallibly har- 
den Sinners, and propagate Vice, by his 


ſcandalous Way of living. Such Authors 


are wonderful Promoters of Atheiſm, for 
when their Lives are as conſpicuous as their 
Writings, the ſtaggering Sinner or pro- 
phane, will eaſily form theſe Arguments 
from it (eſpecially having the Weight of 
his own Corruptions to throw in the Scale) 
If a Man of this ſublime Senſe and Genius, 


in his Life and Converſation, follows none 


of 
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. of thoſe Rules he preſcribes to us, *tis im- 
poſſible he can believe, what he wou'd 
have us believe : Why ſhould we think 
otherwiſe than he, who is ſo much ſuperi- 
or to us in Wiſdon, Learning and Parts: 
His Conduct is not a bit of a Piece with 
his Profeſſions, therefore we think it the 
moſt rational Way to be guided by his Pra- 
ctiſe, which is ſo much more agreeable 
to our Inclinations than to mind his fine 
worded Harangues, which no doubt he 
made more for his own Profit and Advan- 
tage, than for ours, as likely to get him a 
Reputation he has no juſt Title to, and 
bring him in moſt Money. 

There can be no Communication between 
Chriſt and Belial, we cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. Notwithſtanding theſe fine 
Writers would fain keep a fair Correſpon- 
dence with both, wou'd willingly deceive the 
World, and ſometimes put on the Dreſs of 
an Angel of Light, yet for all that they 
cannot hide their cloven Foot, becauſe they 
have ſuch a Love and hankering after thoſe 
favourite V ices, which in their Writings 
they declaim againſt, that to pleaſe them- 
ſelves and their leud Companions, they 
will fink from Heaven to Hell, fall from the 
Stars upon a *Dwnghill or into a Jakes, from 
a Paper writ one Day upon the molt Hea- 
ven and exalted Subject, to a Nav 

the 
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the next on a vile Player, ſilly Buffoon, A- 
theiſt, finiſht Rake, or profligate Rogue, 
with the moſt moving Expreſſions, that 
Wir and Eloquence can diate, or invent; 
ſo that if they have a Divine Pen, they 
have a polluted, groveling, and dirty Soul, 
a rottenneſs at Heart; and a down-right, 
pla in honeſt Man of a common Capacity, 
is as much above them in the fight and 
eſtcem of God and all good Men, as they 
wou'd be thought ſuperior to him in Learn- 


ing, Oratory, and Poetry. They frequent- 


ly betray themſelves, into a falſe, or dege- 
nerate ſort of Wit, by pittifully condeſcend- 
ing to treat of trifling, whifing Subjects 
not worth mentioning, and fit only to 
make Prophane Debauchees, Fops, Beans, 
Cocquets, 'Prudes, and ſuch like Animals or 
rather Inſects, Grin, and Laugh. Thus 
they often Sacrifice, or Proſtitute thoſe ad- 
mirable Talents given them by God tor 
the good of Mankind, to the Service of the 
Devil, and to the moſt vile and unworthy 
Subjects. 

I foreſee that amongſt many others, one 
fault may be found with this Book, that 
in Matters of ſuch Importance which are 
here treated of, there are told a great ma- 
ny little trifling Stories, which depreci- 
ate the Subject. I can only anſwer, that 
if there is any Weight, or Credit, in = 

reſt, 
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reſt, they may eaſily be left out ; however 
| if they were, then there wou'd ariſe ano- 
ther Objection (for 'tis very hard to pleaſe 
| every one) that here is abundance of aſ- 
ſerting, but nothing prov'd, and to gratifie 
| theſe laſt Gentlemen without (as I think) 
{ hurting the Book, I have annex'd theſe 
| few Facts, as Patterns, by which you 
may the better judge of whole Pieces. 
Another Object ion may be, that my Book is 
like a Cart Wheel, that throws Dirt all 
round it; but how cou'd I anſwer my Ti- 
| tle of a Pablick Spirit, if T look*d only one 
way. The Stock-Jobber likes, and ap- 
proves very well of what I have writ a- 
gainſt the Lawyers; the Lawyer ſays the 
lame of the Stock-Jobbers, and ſo of the 
reſt; but I ſay all theſe Gentlemen are cqual- 
ly in my Favour; Iam a Bigot in nothing, 
I hate not one Knave more than another, 
neither have I any Bias, becauſe of their 
Difference in Religion or Profeſſion; ſhake 
them all in a Bag, and *tis not a Farthing 
| Matter who comes out firſt : I love that 
| fort of Greatneſs of Soul, which is daring 
to be honeſt without reſerve. I own, I 
have ated but in low Scenes of Lite, and 
thoſe Things that occurr'd to my own 
| Knowledge I ſpeak of; but inſtead of ag- 
| gravating Crimes, I ſincerely protelt to 
the Reader, that the two principal Actors 
| in 
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in this Treatiſe, vis. the Steck-Jobber 
and Lawyer, have both of them aſſur'd me, 
or rather frankly confeſt, after they heard 
what I have writ againſt them : That as] 
was not Lett into all their Secrets, ſo I 
was but little qualified to write a Hiſtory 
of their Rogueries, which was far beyond 
my Knowledge, or Capacity, and re- 
quir'd large Volumns upon each Head. 
Perhaps all the Things contain'd in this 
Pamphlet may not be fit to be Publiſh'd, 
for ſome bold Truths are not convenient to 
be told at all Times, or any Time, eſpe- 
cially in theſe later Ages of the World; 
but that, T humbly ſubmit to better Judg- 
ments; yet if there is one Page in it, which 
may be of Service to my Prince and Coun- 
try, *tis worth the Pains I have taken to 
write this Book. *Tis a ſtrange Merce- 
nary way of Writing, fit for a timerous 
narrow Soul, or rather for a Sicophant, 
to employ all his Talent to Court the Par- 
ty uppermoſt, and ſcribble himſelf into a 
Place; with theſe Writers all are Saints 
that are in Power, and all Devils that are 
out: Let the Knave who 1s generally an 
Enemy to that which is call'd Good, not- 
withſtanding his Pretences to the contrary, 
be told of his Faults without fear of his 
Power, or Greatneſs, I have taken this 


Courſe, for the principal Perſons I point 


al 
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.at (if they are not now, and I hope they 


are not) have been in great Poſts; and I 
affirm, 'tis not with any ſelfiſh ends I 
have done this, which I conceive every one 
will eaſily grant that reads this Treatiſe, 
it being in all likelihood fo far from bring- 


ing a Reward to the Author, that tis more 


than probable, t will make him a Mark of 
Vengeance to all the Villains in the King- 
dom, who are no inconſiderable Party for 
Number and Power; and I muſt expect that 
they will raiſe all their Batteries againſt 
this Book, and pelt it with pretended An- 
ſwers: Thoſe Sons of Darkneſs cannot 
bear the Light; they hate all Advocates 
for the wrong'd and oppreſs'd, which de- 
ſtroy their Trade. However, I would have 
theſe Gentlemen know, that I do not write 
through any private Pique or Reſentment; 
but in pure Zeal to my Country, and relate 
nothing but whatTamthroughly perſwaded 
are Facts; and if People will not believe 
me, I cannot help it, tho' I have given no 
Occaſion in any Action of my Life, that J 
know of; for Men to think that I will ever 

play the Hypocrite. 3 
As to Parties, I thank God, I am a Pro- 
teſtant of the Church of Exgland, a ſincere 
Lover of King GEORGE becauſe he is a 
Proteffant; and our Second DEL1vexER, and 
neither know, or own any other King, and 
ave; 
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have, and ever had a great Zeal for my 
Country, and the PROTESTANT SUCCEs5s1- 
ON 1n particular, as inſeparable with its 
Happinefs, and Charity for all honeſt Men 
of what Perſwaſion foever; and let other 
People think as they pleaſe, I believe no 
Party, or Name, ſanctifies a Knave; and 
he that cheats, or ill ſerves his Prince, or 
Country, which is all one, I take to be the 
worſt of Men; for if all who ſerve the Go- 
vernment were of the wicked Principles be- 
fore ſpoken of, the Nation muſt be infalli- 
bly ruin'd : *Tis bad enough now, but *tis 
not quite fo bad, but there are a great ma- 
ny good and valuable Men in Exglaad; but 


What is molt of all for our Comfort is, that 


We have an Excellent Priuce given Us by 
God, whoſe Providence in placing him here, 
and the defeating all the Deſigns of His, 
and Our Enemies, has been ſo conſpicuous, 
that a Man muft renounce common Senſe, 
and Reaſon, or at leaſt Religion, or that 
there is ſuch a Thing as a Providence that 
governs the World, who denies it, Toge- 
ther with this great Bleſſing of our King, 
and the Advantages that God and Nature 


has given Us, by the Scituation and Pro- 


ductions of our noble Iſland, let Us ſhow 


Our Thankfulneſs to the Giver of all good 


Gifts, for giving Us the Beſt, by making a 
right Uſe of them; and every Subject of 
King 
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King GEORGE contribute what he can 


to enable his Majeſty, who is well enclin'd 
in his own Excellent Nature, to make all 
his People Happy, which can be done by 
no Ways but by God's; that is, by doin 

Juſtice, encouraging Religion, Vertue, . 
Merit, and particularly Publick Spirited 
Men, which generally includes all the o- 


ther Qualifications, making Trade flouriſh, 


which employs the Poor; for Idleneſs is 
without queſtion a F e of uneaſi- 
neſs between Subjects and their Princes. 
Then ſee what diſcontented Traytor, let him 
be of never fo great Quality, can find Tools 
to work with, if the meaner Sort of Peo- 
ple were made Happy by honeſt Labour: 
When the Father ſhall ſay to his Children, 
I have lived in many Reigns, but never ſaw 
ſo good Times; our Poor are employ*d, our 
Trade encrea ſes, or Navy flouriſhes, which 
is the Glory and Safety of our Country ; 
our Seamex”s Groans, which pierc'd Hea- 
ven by reaſon of their Oppreſſions, are 
ceas d; Wealth flows in upon Us; our Na- 
tion bears the greateſt Figure of any King- 
dom in the World; my Son, Learn to bleſs 
God and the Ring, and medale not with them 
thet are given to change, 

If all Perſons, eſpecially thoſe who have 
Places, or Poſts in the Governmerit, wou'd 
make this their Rule, or Maxim to walk 
| N 2 by, 
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by, Firſt for the Publick, then for my Self, 
inſtead of preferring, or putting Self before 
the Publick, which is of that tendency, 
that Self employs ſo much of our Care and 
Thoughts, that We have generally very 
little to ſpare for the Publick. Moſt Men 
look only one Way, and few take care to look 
round them : I am confident that were our 
narrow Proſpects a little more extended, 
it wou'd very much mend the Times, and 
reform the Age; but ſome People are {6 
beſotted, and blinded by Self-Intereſt, that 
they do not perceive the fatal Conſequences 
that may attend the Publick, and at laſt 
themſelves by this wretchedneſs of Spirit. 
What ſolid SatisfaCtion is there in this Life, 
if this is not ſo, to have a moderate Com- 
petency, honeſtly and deſervedly got, in 
the true Service of ones Country, with the 
Pleaſure to behold our Relations, Fellow 
Creatures, Fellow Subjects, and Chriſtians, 
Happy as well as We, and that We have 
contributed on our part to make them fo, 
To make our Country look as if We were 
diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of Mankind, and 
made the Peculiar, and Sele& People of 
God, Favourites of Heaven; but alas! 
when ſhall We fee theſe Times ? Undoubt- 
edly with God's help, 'tis in our Power 
when We pleaſc, for there is nothing ob- 
ſtructs theſe Golden Days but want of 4 
Pu 
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Publick Spirit: Tis a ſtrange Curſe laid 
upon a Man, that when he has got Fifty 
Thouſand Pound, he wants to make it up 
a Hundred Thouſand, and then is not ſa- 
tied but muſt make that up Two, tho? 
'tis ten to one, whether he enjoys the 
Comforts, or has a Soul to enjoy even the 
Neceſlaries of Life half ſo much as a Man 
that has but Five Hundred Pound a Year: 
'Tis a curſed Pleaſure (if any Pleaſure at 


| all) to look on great heaps of Gold, that 


one has no Power to do —_ with, or 
make uſe of, and this Wealth moſtly got 


by the Ruin of our Neighbours, and our 


Country. 

The Wiſe Hollanders have not ſo Exorbi- 
tant Rich Men as We, but have more, tor 
their Wealth is more equally diſtributed. Our 
Noble Men and Houſeof Commons, which 
repreſent Millions of People, the poorelt as 
well as richeſt, are all Gentlemen of Eſtates, 
walPd in with Plenty and Pleaſures; they 
ſeldom give themſelves Leiſure, or the 
Trouble, to look into the Caſe of the Poor 
and Unfortunate, or can hardly have any 
Ideas of the Miſeries of thoſe many Thou- 
lands who lie periſhing in the Streets and 
Priſons; they are unacquainted with thoſe 
Hardſhips, the gripes of Poverty and 
Want, and the Cries of ſtarving Infants ; 
tis true, God, and Man ordains there 
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ſhall be Degrees amongſt Men, for ſo Di- 
vine Writ tells us, the Angels are diſtin. 
guiſh'd; but if Gentlemen of Fortunes 
wou'd reflect, that without the help of 
the Poor, or meaner Sort. of People, they 
cou'd. not -be mounted ſo much above the 
common Level, If their Tenants cou'd 
not pay their Rents, what wou'd they be 
more than other Men; and if they wou'd 
have Humility, they might conſider, that 
perhaps, now they are of no more Account 
with God than the pooreſt Man, who they 
think ſo infinitely below them in this 
World: There is no "Treaſure or Title of 
any Eſteem with God but Charity, Ver- 
tue, and Religion; but if God has given 
them ſo much a larger ſhare of Temporal 
Bleſſings, *ris imparted to them by the 
Hands of the Poor, ſothat all the Care ima- 
ginable ought to be taken of theſe neceſſary 
Men ; otherwiſe, inſtead of a Great Mans 
having a Coach and Six Horſes, a ſplendid 
Equipage, many Diſhes of Meat daily at 
his Table; He may chance at laſt go a 
Foot, be reduc'd to a Morſel of Bread, 
and ina worſe Condition than the mean- 
eſt Man, by Reaſon one can work, and 
the other not ; ſuch is, and have been the 
Viciſſitudes of Humane Affairs, the Un- 
ſtability and Uncertainty of Temporal 
Glory, - | Res | 

Men 


—— Fr — =— . —— Y* ww 


- 46 —é LF ©” wel £25 e AS. FE I EE. 


_ 
— 


N 


Of a Publick Spirit. 
Men generally miſtake their true Inte- 
reft here as well as hereafter; I cannot ſee 
in any Thing they are incompatible, they 
are certainly link'd together; a Man may 
enjoy all the true Pleafures of Life, with- 
out enfringing any Religious Duty; inno- 
cent Pleaſures are the only ſubſtantial 
Ones ; the Man of a little Soul, who pre- 
fers nothing but the Preſent, argues thus, 
I matter not what becomes of the Nation 
or any Body elſe but my Self, the Nation 


my Buſineſs is only to conſider my 8 
and pleaſe all my ſenſual Appetites, for 1 
know, nor deſire to know not greater Fe- 
licity. Such Men muſt firſt be wholly a- 
bandon'd to all Religion and Honour, hi ve 
no concern for the Preſent or Poſtericy: 
And Secondly, to all Senſe of the greateſt 
and ſublimeſt Pleaſure, doing Good ; *cis 
an infallible Argument of a groveling 
Brute, an Enemy to Mankind, and {hou'd 

accordingly be baniſh'd humane Sociery. 
The better part of Man, the Soul, one 
wou'd think, ſhou'd not have thelc ſcanty 
Views; this World is too little to fill its 
Capaciouſnefs, it looks, and covets Things 
beyond this Globe; and Ambition well 
regulated is the nobleſt Paſſion of the 
Mind, and ſeems to litr Men as much 
above their on Species, as they are a- 
N 4 bove 


will hold out longer than I ſha live; . 
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Hove the other Creatures; 'tis a Divine 


Godlike Paſſion to endeavour to reſemble 
that Infinite Being, whole Image was 
ſtampt upon Us to that end; and how 
can that be, except We imitate him in 
his Univerſal Beneficence. How truly 
great docs that rich Man appear, whoſe 
conſtant Attendants are numberleſs Blef- 
fings of the poor People, to whom he 
hath been a common ProteQor and Fa- 
ther; to have the Heavenly Satisfaction 
to think, that as the Divine Impulſe, or Spi- 
rit has prompted him to ſerve the Public 
in General, and do good to many Families 
in Particular, ſo the Approbation of that 
bleſſed Spirit by his Conſcience bearing him 
Witneſs, that he has done the Work of God 
(which is every Man's Duty) 1s a continu- 
al Feaſt ; This is the Peace of God that a 
ſes all Underſtanding, laſts to our Lives 
end, is the beſt Friend on a Death-bed, 
and follows Us to Eternity. | 
Rightecus Job was a very rich Man, the 
greateſt Man in the Eaſt, but let us hear 
in his own Words, his Sentiments and 
Conduct in this Matter. When the Ear 
„ heard me, then it bleſſed me, when the 
“% Eye ſaw me; it gave Witneſs to me: 
% Becauſe I delivered the Poor that cried, 
* and the fatherleſs and him that had none 
6 to help him. The Bleſſing of him that 
e _ 6 Was 
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G was ready tO periſh came upon me, and 


I caus'd the Widows Heart to ſing for 


« Toy. I put on Righteouſneſs and it clo- 
« thed me, my Judgment was as a Robe 
% and Diadem. I was Eyes to the blind, 
and Feet was I to the lame. I was a Fa- 
« ther to the poor, and the Cauſe which I 
4 knew not, I ſearched out. And I brake 
the Jaws of the wicked, and pluck'd the 
“ Spoil out of his Teeth, Thea I ſaid, I 
% ſhall die in my Neſt, and I ſhall multiply 
* my Days as the Sand.—— If IT have with- 
held the poor from their Deſire, or have 
„ cauſed the Eyes of the Widow to fail: 
„or have eaten my Morſel my ſelf alone, 
and the fatherleſs hath not eaten thereof: 
„(for from my Youth he was brought up 
* with me as a Father, and I have guided 
% her from my Mother's Womb.) If I 
* have ſeen any periſh for Want of clo- 
thing, or any poor without a Covering ; 
« Tf his Loyns have not bleſſed me, and if 
„ he were not warmed with the Fleece of 
« my Sheep ; if I have lift up my Hand a- 
« gainſt the fatherleſs, when I ſaw my 
* Help in the Gate : Then let mine Arm 
fall from my Shoulder-blade, and mine 
Arm be broken from the Bone, For 
Deſtruction from God was a Terror to 
* me, and by reaſon of his Highneſs I could 
not endure, If I have made, Gold my 


Hope, 
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* Hope, or faid to the fine Gold, thou art 
« my Confidence : If I rejoyced becauſe 
« my Wealth was great, and becauſe my 
« Hand had gotten much. The Stran- 
« ger did not lodge in the Street, but I 
« opened my Doors to the Traveller, Ec. 
I have made this long Quotation, becauſe 
*tis a glorious Picture of a truly great and 
Publick Spirited Rich Man, and as God is 
the God of Wiſdom, as well as Goodneſs, 
Juſtice, and Mercy, ſo in the ordinary 
Way of Providence, he works by ſecond 
Cauſes, and gives his Bleſſing, and Succeſs 
to true Policy, I mean juſt Prudence, that 
is, for great Men to gain Love and Popula- 
rity amongſt the common People, which 
cannot be obtain'd, but by Ja/tneſs, Chari- 
ty, and Liberality, doing what Good lies 
in their Power. Job found the Effect of 
this, for tho* God at the Inſtigation of the 
_ falſe Accuſer, the grand Enemy of Man- 
kind, ſuffer'd him to have ſuch ſevere Tri- 
als as never Man had, to confound the De- 
vil, who could not fhake his Integrity, he 
afterwards rewarded him in this Life, and 
doubPd all his former Bleſſings, by the 
Means of thoſe People who undoubtedly he 
had formerly oblig'd, 
Inflacceof To illuſtrate this by one Inſtance a- 
« Fpular mongſt us, of the Benefit, Safety, and Ad- 
gn. vantage tis to a great Man wh popular, 
and belov'd. There 
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There was an antient Family in Torkfhrre, 
the Paternal Eſtate was near an hundred 
Years ago Eight Thouſand Pound 1 Annum, 
which according to the riſe and improve- 
ment of Lands ſince, might have been 
doubled; the Gentleman who enjoy*d it 
was a very good and hoſpitable Man, 
and on his Death-bed gave in Charge to 
his Son, when-ever his Tenants Leaſes 
were expir'd, neither to raiſe their Rente, 
or take any Fines. for he ſaid Eight Thow- 
ſand a Year was ſufficient for the neceſſar 

Grandeur and Pleaſures of Life; and to let 
his Tenants thrive, and grow rich under 
him, would entail better Bleſſings and Ad- 
vantages on him, than to grind them to 
Death, for the Folly and Vanity of adding 
ſomething more to his Pomp and Equi- 
page. His Son exactly perform'd his Fa- 
ther's Will, and ſo bequeath'd it to his 
Child, who prov'd one of the greateſt Men 
of the Age, but ſtill kept ſtrictly to his Fa- 
ther's and Grand- father's Inſtruct ions. 
Quickly after the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the ſecond, ſome hungry Courtiers, 
who long'd for fo fine an Eſtate, which 
they thought they cou'd make a better Pen- 
ny of, endea vour'd to pick fuch Holes in 
his Coat, as might forfeit his Eftate, if not 
his Life; which if done, they had great 
Hopes of begging it. Therefore they oy 
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vail'd with the King ſo far, as to have an 
Order of him and the Council, to bring 
him up to London, for ſome Capital Crimes 
in the late Rebellion. Accordingly Meſſen- 
gers were ſent down with the Warrant ; 
but knowing how well he was belov'd in 
the Country, *twas thought neceſſary that 
a Party of Guards ſhould be ſent down to 
aſſiſt the Meſſengers in Caſe of any Diſtur- 
bance. When they came to his Houſe they 
rook him, and he very quietly went with 
them, but before he got two Miles from 
his Dwelling, the Country took the Alarm, 
and they . were overtook by at leaſt Five 
Hundred Horſe, who beat the Guards, and 
reſcu'd him: this made him very uneaſy, 
and inſtead of thanking his Tenants and 
Friends, he told them they had ruin'd him; 
for if they had let him have gone, he hop'd 
that he might have defended himſelf againſt 
any Charge that cou'd be brought againſt 
him, but now he ſhould be proclaim'd a 
Rebel. But they anſwer'd, that they would 
all die toa Man, rather than he ſhould be 
ſacrific'd to any Courtier's Malice or Ava- 
rice, which was the Deſign of apprehend- 
ing him. When this Matter came to be 
debated before the Council, almoſt all the 
Council was for the King immediately to 
iſſue out his Proclamaticn, and proclaim 
him a Rebel, and all his Adhereats, 4 he 
ores 
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| foretold, and to ſend down a ſufficient 
Force to reduce them, and bring him up. 
But a noble Lord of the Council roſe up, 
and humbly beg'd leave to difſent from that 
Advice, telling his Majeſty, that he was but 
newly ſettled in his Throne, and had ma- 
ny Enemies of the Old Leaven 1n the King- 
dom: That he knew the Man perfectly 
well, and his great Intereſt in the Coun- 
try: That if his Majeſty went this Way to 
work, that inſtead of Five Hundred Men, 
* which then reſiſted his Guards, they would 
find Five Thouſand, it may be Ten Thou- 
\ ſand : That it might be the Occaſion of 
| kindling a new Flame and Rebellion in the 
Kingdom, which might have as diſmal 
| Conſequences as the late, The Council 
| maturely conſider'd it, never troubled the 
| Gentleman further, and ſo he died in 
| Peace. 
* This Story I have been credibly inform'd 
is Fact, but being before my Time, is not 
to my own Knowledge. 
I know a Gentleman in Ireland, a zea- 
lous Proteſtant, but of fo extenſive Good - 
neſs and Charity, that in the late Rebelli- 
on there, when all the Butcheries and Bar- 
barities imaginable were us'd againſt the 
Proteſtants by the Iriſh Papiſts, yet he was 
ſo univerſally belov'd, that whatever they 
| took of his Effects, they always . 
| er- 
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Perſon, and *twas believed, chat if any Man 


in that Kingdom would be fav'd in a ge- Þ 


neral Maſſacre, he would be the Man, 
*T was certain, his good Character more 
than once ſav'd him from being murder'd. 

We have a very bad Proverb amongſt 
us, or at leaſt a very ill Uſe is made of it, 
That is, Every Man for himſelf, ani God 
for us all. So that when a Ship is in Dan- 
ger at Sea, he that has the chiefeſt Charge 
of her, 15 commonly the firſt that jumps in- 
to the Boat with his Treaſure, and leaves 
the reſt to ſhift as they can for themſelves, 
when perhaps the Ship and Company 
might have been preſerv*d, had the Maſter, 
and the Crew he carry'd away with him, 
ſtay'd aboard, St. Paul ſaw this, for when 
the Sailors had let down the Boat, and were 
about to flee out of the Ship, he told the 
Centurion and the Soldiers, e theſe 
abide in the Ship, ye cannot be ſaved. 

A generous Commander is at the Head 
of his Men when they charge, and in the 
Rear if they are oblig'd to retreat; his 
greateſt Care is for his People, and leaſt 
for himſelf, If the State, or Ship, is in 
Danger of ſinking. by the many Leaks it 
hath, let there be a noble Emulation who 
ſhall firſt diſcover them, tho? we run a 


great Danger in ſearching; and when 
found, to ſtop them; and if the Waters 0 
creaſe 
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creaſe upon us, yet we are to ſtruggle to 


| the laſt Gaſp, and ſhare the Danger with 
our Fellows; and if we cannot all, or the 


better Part be ſaved, periſh together, and 
not cowardly, and treacherouſly be fo 


careful of our own Preſervation as to expoſe 


great Numbers to inevitable Ruin, as long 
as there is the leaſt Glimpſe of Hopes. If 
by ſtriking at the Root of our Corruptions, 


{ and Cauſe of our Misfortunes, I brought 


Ruin on my ſelf, yet if I did Service to 
my Country, I ſhould think it the higheſt 
Pitch of Honour, and be infinitely better 
ſatisfied, than to gain and enjoy a great 
Eſtate, with the curſed Reflect ion, that 
'twas got by contributing my Part to the 
Loſs and Deſtruction of Millions of other 

People. | 
This will all be calPd Romantick Flights, 
for few if any will believe me, it being in- 
credible in this Bleſſed Age, that there are 
ſuch ſelf-denying Men in being: For, ſay 
they, this is ſome poor Fellow who never 
was try' d, that makes theſe fine Profeſſions; 
whonever knew, or never tafted the Sweets 
of Riches, Power, and Voluptuous Living, 
but if he was once tempted with theſe de- 
licious Baits, *tis Ten to One but he would 
prove as great a Rogue as any of us; I do 
believe there are many ſuch, who, like 
vick-bed Sinners, make large Promiſes, ol 
| they 
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they recover their Healths, and then im- 
mediately forget them. But who can ſay, 
that the Author of this has not been tried 
with theſe Temptations, and yet kept his 
Integrity. Tis a hopeful Opinion we have 
of our own Times, that there is not now 
a truly honeſt Man in Nature. The Fall 
of eAdam corrupted the Race of Mankind, 
yet there were in all Ages of the World, 
except ours, (as ſome Men will have it) 
many excellent Perſons : eAbraham the Fa- 
ther of the faithful and Friend of God; 
David a Man after God's own Heart ; 
Two Saints were ſo holy that they were 
excepted out of the general Rule or Sen- 
tence, once to die, for they were never to 
fee Death; and infinite others, Jews, Hea- 
thens (eſpecially among the antient Greeks 
and Romans) and Chriſtians. But I am 
afraid that we have had Fall upon Fall, for 
if you will credit fome modern Gentlemen, 
there's nothing now left but a Race of De- 
vils incarnate, who inhabit the Earth; fo 
that at this Rate, tis high Time for the ge- 
neral Conflagration. Moſes and St. Paul 
went ſo far in their Zeal, as to wiſh them. 


ſelves accurſt for the Sake of their Brethren; 


and I am fully perſwaded that there's many 
Men alive, who would facrifice all Tem- 
poral Intereſt for the good of their Coun- 


try and Fellow-Creatures, But thoſe who 
| are 
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are in a State of Damnation, and doing the 
Devil's Drudgery daily, wou'd perſwade you 
out of this Belicf; tis not for their Reputation 
and Intereſt any one ſhou'd be better, or at 
leaſt thought better than themſelves, or 
that this Doctrine ſhou'd ever be preach'd, 


4 del . ; 
lying no longer under the Slavery of our je; 1302: « 


the World that We are truly the Nation that 
may be term'd Libera Gens. | | 
Whoever hath made Gbſervations of the 
general Tranſactions and Affairs of the 
World, muſt of neceſlity be ſenſible "ue 
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all the Revolutions of Empires, Kingdoms 
Gba and States, that have degenerated from bet. 
1 He " ter to worſe, have derived their Misfortunes 
remain from the Decay of Religion, Vertue, and 
Uhr abs Common Juſtice, God having made nothing 
s juſt and to remain Permanent but what is juſt and 
bvonefl. hy neſt. 

For 'tis certain, Prophaneneſs, Immora- 
lity, and Incorrigibleneſs by Reproof, con- 
founds the Councils of the greateſt Com- 
monwealths, and retards the Progreſs and 
Greatneſs that might be expected from their 
Power, 

Evils, like Weeds, will grow in every 
Soil; they ſpring up and flouriſh in every 

Govern Government; for Government is like a de- 
ment like Jicate Garden, which if not daily weeded, 
1 decare will be over-run. Phyſicians of State 
not dai.y ought to be skilful, to foreſee the Seeds of 
weeded State-Diſtempers time enough to prevent 
ver. un. the Death of the Patient, and not let the 
whole Nation Iye longer at the Mercy of 
thoſe Men, who have committed a Rape 
upon the Liberties and Properties of the 
People, by their ill Examples, Bribery, and 
unjuſt Exactions. 
Chineſe The Chineſe Oath when they are admit- 
2 ted into any Publick Employ, is, That they 
in o any fhall fait, full) and carefully ſerve the Ring 
I'blick and the Public in the Charges wherewith 
ole. they are honour'd. That they ſhall not in the 
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Exerciſe thereof take any Preſent from any 
Perſon whatſoever, but ſhall content them- 
ſelves with the Penſion or Salary the Ring 
ſhall give them, ſufficient to ſerve their Ne- 
ceſſities, and the ſplendor of their Dignities. 

There can be no diſtinction in Intereſt No Diſtin- 
betwixt Prince and People, without De- — 
ſtruction on one ſide or other; nay poſſi- berwix: 
bly it may prove fatal to both, notwith- f and 
ſtanding whatever Chimerical Notions of without 
Grandeur and Authority ſuch Caterpillars f Gn- 
in Office may fill their Royal Minds with, ces. 

I have all along blended this Diſcourſe No Man 
with Divinity, at leaſt with ſuch Divinity "py 
as I am capable of; for *tis my Opinion no lick Si- 
Man can truly be a Publick-Spirited Man, ved an 
that is not a Religious one; downright 1 Kl 
Morality will not do in this Age, whatever giow one. 
it did in former Times; but the beſt, and 
moſt noted of the Heathens were Men of 
Religion, tho? not the true or pureſt Religi- 
on; but the only moral Man now, as un- 
derſtood, to be an Atheiſt, or Deiſt, not- 
withſtanding all Pretences to the contrary, 
cannot be any longer honeſt or juſt, than as 
it ſuits with his preſent Conveniency. 

Alas! what is this ſhort ſpan of Life ? 
ſubſtra& the Miſeries of it from the little 
Comforts it affords, and ſee what remains 
to the moſt Happy of Us. Sleep, the elder 
Brother of Death, Pain, Diſeaſes, Diſap- 

O 2 point- 
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pointments, Vexations at Home and A. | 


broad, taken out of the Sum, the Remain. 


der is a poor Recompence for the trouble We | 


give our ſelves, and the World;and yet ſome 
are ſo be-devil'd, as to endeavour to over- 
turn Kingdoms, and deſtroy Millions of 
better Men than themſelves; form Plots 
and Conſpiracies at the unequal Hazard, and 
too often the Loſs of their Lives, Eſtates, 
and total Ruin of their Families, fooliſhly 
venturing Fortune, Honour, and Life in a 
Lottery, where there are a hundred 'BJaxks 
to one Prize; which if got, adds little or 
nothing, except it be in Fancy, or Imagi- 
nation, to what they had before, What 
Damnation here and hereafter do Men 
heap on themſelves to gratifie the ſordid, 
and curſed Paſhons of wild Ambition, Ava- 
rice, Envy, and Revenge ; Furies, that the 
more they are glutted, the more they prey 
on the Intrails of thoſe who nouriſh them; 
and when all is done, if they cou'd graſp in 
their Arms this earthly. Globe, nothing but 
Vertue, that Summum Bonum, does, or can, 

give any ſolid and laſting Peace. 
The anei- O ſhame to Evgliſhmen! that Pagan 
en: Hea- Greece, and Rome, and other Heathen Na- 
bien: tions, who had not the Advantage of thoſe 
2 row Lights We have, ſhou'd ſo infinitely out- do 
S Us in Zeal and Love for their Country; 
they deipis'd Wealth, Pleaſures, and 47 
| Lifz 
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V it ſelf for the fake of the Publick, 
| bounding their Ambition to a Glorious E- 
{ mulation of who ſhowd ſerve the Com- 
mon wealth beſt; and yet theſe honeſt Hea- 
thens had but very imperfect Ideas of Re- 
wards for Vertuous Actions after this Life; 
— did good Act ions for their own ſakes, 
and We will not do them for that, and Hea- 0 
vens ſake. Bluſh Engliſhmen, when the rie Turks 1 
Turks have brought it into a Proverb, that 1 e N 
if you queſtion their Honeſty, they ask you ee 
if you take them for Chriſtians. How of Juſtice 
much the Unheltevers of this, and paſt 1 
ges, ſurpaſs Us in Morality ? So that our ans. 
pure Religion ſerves only for our greater 
Condemnation, when theſe more Vertuous 
Heathens will riſe up in Judgment againſt 
Us; but if We ſhou'd ſet all Conſiderations 
of Religion aſide, I do not ſce what true 
Policy there is in ſuffering Corruptions to 
get ſuch a head, till they poiſon the whole 
Maſs. 
I remember We were brought to the 
brink of Ruin by the Abuſe of our Coia, be- 
fore *twas regulated; now falſe Trade, 'Bri- 
bery, Selling and Buying of Places in the 
Government, Corruptions of the Law, Op- 
preſſions of Goalers, and all the atoremen- 
tion'd Cheats, are like falſe Coz, or falſe 
Dice, put upon the People; and if this dia- 
bolical Traffick is carry'd on till the Nation 
O 2 1s 
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is undone, what ſignifies your Miſers 
Hundred Thouſand Pound, your Compa- 
nies, Banks, Funds, to an abus'd Deſpe- 
rate, and enrag'd Populace. I don't ſay, 
or believe, *twill ever come to any dange- 
rous Experiment, eſpecially while We are 
bleſt with our preſent Gracious Sovereign 
(whoſe Wiſdom I queſtion not will prevent 
it) but to ſhow every Rogue who is an F- 
nemy to his Country, how much he contri- 
butes, by bringing in Poverty and Oppreſſi- 
ons, to bring Us to this paſs, and to mark 
him to all Lovers of the general Good, that 
they may ſhun him as they wou'd the 
Plague. 

By the Laws of Foreign Nations, he that 
makes falſe Monev is boil'd in Oil; by the 


Laws of our own Country, Drawn, 


Hang'd, and Quarter'd. Now the Queſti- 
on is, Whether he that Abuſes, or Coins 
falſe Trade, 1s not as pernicious, and don't 
deſerve the ſame Puniſhment as Coiners 
of falſe Money; but this is left to the ſeri- 
ous Conſideration of the Worthy Projectors, 
Stock-jobbers, and their Fraternity. 

All the tolerable Pretence our late Mi- 
niſtry had for giving away the Fruits of our 
Victories, and making ſo Fatal, and Diſho- 
nourable a Peace, was, that the Nation 
was ſo exhauſted of Treaſure, and fo far 
in Debt, that 'twas not in a Capacity to 
| CON- 
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continue the War any longer; by which Ex- 
cuſe they hope to bring themſelves off; tho? 
theſe good Patriots put the Nation to more 
coſt, ſquander'd away, or cheated the Pub- 
lick of greater Sums in time of Peace, than 
was expended in the time of War; now, if 
it bea Maxim, that he who has the hea- 
vieſt Purſe, has the longeſt Sword, and that 
Money 1s the Sinew of War, then thoſe 
who emptied our Purſe ſhortn'd our Sword, 

and are conſequently our greateſt Enemies. 
I have often heard the moſt judicious 
Men, of the following Opinion, That this 
Nation by the Advantage it has to Tyade, 
and its Naval Force, cannot be reduc'd or 
impoveriſh'd by any War whatever, but 
muſt rather be Gainers, if both theſe were 
rightly manag'd ; but the Vipers in our Bo- 
ſom do us more Miſchief than any Fo- 
reign Enemy; 'twas theſe Serpents di— 
ſtreſs'd, and diſabled our late Great Der 1- 
VERER King WILLIAM, of truly Glort- 
ous and Immortal Memorv, from making 
Us the moſt Victorious and Happy People 
in the World, and loaded the Nation with 
thoſe heavy Burthen of Debts it now 
groans under, for I never heard it deny'd, 
but that the Nation was annually, during 
the War, cheated of vaſt Sums of Money; 
which, together with the help of Banks, 
Projector, Stock-jobbers, Lawyers, Goalers, 
O 4 late 


OG g— 
—— 4 


yr e—— — WW —_— P W co —_— — aan 


200 


Of a Publick Spirit. 

late and deficient Funds, extravagant In. 
tereſt, and other clandeſtine Ways and 
Means at home, have weakn'd the King- 
dom more than the War, and have been 
the true Cauſe of entailing upon Us and 
Our Poſterity the preſent Debts. 

The Parliament has enlarg'd the Time 
of their Sitting, and fo effectually diſap- 
pointed the Deſigns of our inveterate Ene- 
mies at home and abroad, to Divide and Em- 
barraſs Us. But thoſe worthy Patriots, 
with humble Submiſſion, may pleaſe to 
conſider, that tho? of two Evils they have 
choſe the leaſt ; yer by the many Petitions 
againſt the Bill, and many more that wou'd 
have been given, if there had been time, 
ſhows what Heart-burnings this Bill has 
occaſion'èd, tho* the Honourable Houſe does 
not deſign to enlarge the Time for them. 
ſelves, or for their own Benefit, but only 
for the good of the People, that they may 
have ſufficient Time to allay the Fermen: 
in the Nation, and caſe thoſe whoſe Depu- 
ties, or Repreſentatives they are, of ſome 
intollerable Grievances they groan under, 
which now they have Opportunity to do, 
and nothing can obſtruct them. And to 
this End the Eyes of Three mighty King- 
doms are upon them, and great Matters are 
expected from their Wiſdom and Publick 
Spirit; and notwithſtanding the Difficul- 


ty 
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ty of the Work, yet if they ſincerely go a- 
bout it, God that has done ſo much for Us 
already, will enable them to conquer it; 
which if they do, all future Generations 
will have cauſe to bleſs them ; the worſt of 
their Enemies be for ever put to ſilence, and 
all other miſtaken Perſons, or Malecon- 
tents throughly convinc'd, contrary to 
their former Opinions, and Endeavours, 
that they have been made Happy againſt 
their Wills, and ſhow their Electors that 
they have gone beyond their Expectation, 
and give juſt Reaſon to chooſe them again, 
and even render themſelves perpetual. 

I am exceeding glad to hear, and I be- 
licve it to be very true, that ſince the Happy 
Acceſſion of King GEORGE tothe Crown, 
the Trade of the Nation, which before 
had receiv'd ſome very deſperate Wounds, 
is beyond all Expectation recover'd and re- 
triev'd, and that great Wealth flows in 
upon Us, with a fair Proſpect of its encrea- 
lng ; and which, if poſſible, is better than 
all this, the moral Certainty of the Securi— 
ty of our Religion and Liberties, together 


with the ancient Glory of the Nation, of 


holding the Ballance of N therefore 
ſome may ſay, to what purpoſe is this Book 
writ, when, if We are not altogether at 
preſent, We are very near, and ſhall be 
ſoon the moſt wealthy and powerful People 

in 
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in the World. I muſt confeſs I think every 
Thing looks very well Abroad, in Relation 
to the Intereſt of Great Britain. But not- 
withſtanding this vaſt Affluence of Riches 
to the Nation, who 1s generally the bet- 
ter for it? Why, the Rich is (till richer. 
What poor Priſoner that is Starving in a 
Goal, and his Wife and Children out of it, 
is the better for it? Tradeſmen break. e- 
very Day, Bankrupts in abundance, every 
Hour ſome or other are thrown into Goal, 
who have nothing to pay, nor perhaps owe 
nothing ; beſides Millions of other poor and 
diſtreſſed People. Can We imagine, that 
God who loves all his Creatures, gave theſe 
Bleſſings to be monopoliz'd by a few Men, 
in reſpect of the whole Body of the People. 
A poor Man has a Soul and Body as well as 
a rich; and God ordains none to be Miſe- 
ra ble, tho? others make them fo. Our Ex- 
cellent Prince wou'd not, if he cou'd help it, 
have one wretched in his Dominions, except 
by their own Faults they make themſelves 
Unhappy. If he has been the Inſtrument 
under God to do ſo much for Us, let Us de- 
ſerve theſe Mercies and Favours of God and 
him, by doing our Parts alſo; by ſhewing 
more of a Publick Spirit, beſtowing not all 
our Care and Fondneſs on our Selves, but 
have a little Love for other People; and if 


tis in our Power, help them in their Di- 
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ſtreſſes, which wou'd ſoon be done univer- 
ſally, if we firſt ſubdued our own Corrup- 
tions, and remedied the Evils and Oppreſſi- 
ons ſpoke of in this Book. This is the 
chief Thing wanting, and ſtill remains to be 
done; this wou'd entitle Us to the Favour 
of Heaven and our good King; make Us 
acceptable to God and Man, and truly com- 
pleat our Happineſs, by making this Nati- 
on the Terror and Admiration of the Uni- 
verſe. 

To conclude, I love my Country, and 
hate its Oppreſſors; and if We muſt be 
2 to ſuch a fatal Neceſſity, I had rather 

ave my Prince Tyrannize over me than 
my Fellow Subject. But if I have done 
wrong to any Man, or Body of Men, and 
miſtook the Stock-jobbers, Projectors, and 
MarſhaPs Court Lawyers, for Knaves, 
when they are all honeſt Men, fair Dealers, 
and contribute to the Publick Good; I ſay, 
if T have made any Miſtake in part, or in 
the whole, I humbly beg Pardon, and will 
retract my Error, when I am ſhow'd it; 
for I freely own that I have ſtudied their 
Arts and Myſteries very little, my Talent 
lying quite another Way, and have writ 
this Piece at a very ſhort Warning. But 
the Things I have here treated of, appear 
very obvious toa common Capacity, for no 
higher I pretend to; yet if theſe 1 
Ints 
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Hints rouſe ſome other Geaius (who loves 
his King and Country as well as I do, but 
has larger Abilities to ſerve them) to purſue 
with Advantage what I have begun, 't will 
be an infinite Satisfaction to me, that I 
ſtruck one ſpark of Light this Way in King 
GEORGE's Reign, in whom, next the 
Truſt We have in God, the Ruler of the 
World, our greateſt Confidence ought to 
be in this Excellent Prince, fam'd tor his 
Wiſdom and Juſtice, a faithful Miniſiry, and 
a Worthy Parliament now aſſembled. 
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No. 1. Page 39. 1 
Is very unequal the Diſtribution of Prize Nie Mos 1 
Money; the Diſproportion between the uc. 11 
Captain's Share and an Able Sailors is prodigious 
and unreaſonable, conſidering the Captain's Poſt 4 
and Pay is ſo large and advantagious. The Cap- 
tains get vaſt Eſtates; and let the Bravery and 
good Cori duct of the Sailors be never ſo Conſpi- 
cuous, or the Number of Prixes never ſo great, 
when did any of theſe poor Wretches, if they 
had their due, which is very rare, get a mode- 2 
rate Competency out of it? But beſides the 
Wrong done them Aboard, the Tediouſneſs of 
their waiting, and Tricks play'd with them A- | 
ſhoar, they ſeldom have a Moiety of the ſmall | 
Morſel that belongs to them ; but the Fruits | 


—_— 
* 
- 


of the Sweat of their Brows, Hardſhips, and | 
Hazard of their Lives, are generally ſwallow'd 1 
up between Agents, Dodd ori- Commons-Men, and 

other Land Sharks, that never ſtept one Foot, 

or ventur'd the leaſt Mite in Defence of their | 
Country. However, tho” this is not a Grievance 1 
now, becauſe 'tis a Time of Peace, yet "twas a 1 
Hardſhip, and a great Diſcouragement of the 
Sailors in the Time of the late War ; and We 

being not certain how long We may continue in 1 
Peace, this Wrong to the Brave Sailors (whoſe | 
Uſefulneſs and Service tothe Nation cannot be | | 
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too much encourag'd) ought to be taken Notice 
of to prevent it, ſhou'd another War break out. 
Turn back to Page 39. 


| No. 2. Page 92. 
Obſeroati- When a Commiſſion of Bankrupt is awarded a- 


ons upon gainſt a Man who muſt be a Trader, there are ſe- 


1152 7 veral Commiſſioners appointed to execute the 
Bank- Commiſſion. Theſe Meet many Times, having 
rupcy. Twenty Shillings a Man allow'd for every Da 
they ſit. This exceſſive Charge, together wit 
the Coſt of the Commiſſion, and other Fees 
which muſt be firſt paid out of the Bankrupt's 
Effects, has ſwallow'd up many poor Bankrupt's 
whole Eſtates, ſtripp'd and ſtarv'd the Bankrupt 
and his Family, and the Creditors, after paying 
their Contribution Money, have not got a Shilling. 
In very late Times there were certain Clans, 
as they call'd them, of theſe Commiſſioners, 
compos'd moſtly of knaviſh Attornies, who pur. 
chas'd this Employment, and whoſe chief Buſi- 
neſs was, if the Bankrupt had any Effects of con- 
fiderable Value, to put him in the Way, for a 
good Conſideration, ſafely to Forſwear himſelf, 
and cheat all his Creditors ; or otherwiſe, if he 
was a poor Fellow, to take to themſelves what 
he had, and let the Creditors ſhift as they cou'd. 
Turn back to Page 92. 


No. 3. Page 101. 

The Keeper of Newgate gives for his Place 
3500 J. This cannot be for the Reputation of 
the City, and Publick Authority. This muſt be 
given upon his being permitted to Exact on the 
Unhappy Priſoners; to Rob the very Robbers; 


and 
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and what Complaints will be heard, or redreſs'd, 


ſince he has paid ſo large a Purchaſe for his Em- 
ploy ment? And what is more Notorious, this 
Place is made an Aſylum, or rather a Garriſon 
for Thieves, from whence they {ally forth, being 
let out at certain Seaſons to make Depredations, 
and bring in the Plunder to this Goal, as the 
Store, or Warehouſe, to be diſpos'd off to the 
beſt Advantage ; and where ſhall a Man that has 
his Pocket pickt, or robb'd, repair to hear of his 
Goods ? but to an Officer they have among them, 
calld a Thief-Catcher, where for ſuch a Compo- 
ſition he may have his Goods again. This 1s all 
by the Connivance of the Goaler, who has his 
Profit out of it; ſo that this Priſon, inſtead of 
being a Puniſhment, is a Sanctuary, and great 
Encouragement to Felons. Theſe Enormities 
have been ſo often prov'd, that I believe few 
queſtions them, with abundance of more curſed 
Villanies practis'd there, which might eaſily be 
redreſs'd, if this, and all other Priſons were at 
the Charge of the State; the Keepers of them 
paid their Salaries by the Government, and ſe- 
vere Penalties upon them if they exatted any 


Thing from the Priſoners, or made any Profit 


more than was allow'd them; for 'tis againſt 
Law, Juſtice, and Reaſon, for the Goaler to 
have any other Power over the Priſoner, let him 
be the greateſt Malefactor, than to keep him in 
ſafe Cuſtody till he is deliver'd by due Courſe of 
Law ; for the Law has annex'd the Puniſhment 
to the Crime; it being a Maxim in the Law, 
that a Goal is only intended as a Place of ſafe Du- 
rance, and not for any other Puniſhment; and if 


it was in the Caſe of Breaking Priſon, or attempt- 


ing 
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Debtors, 
tho) the 
Roman 
Catholick 
Churches 
are for 


Traytors 
— Mur- 


derers. 


APPENDIX 
ing it, (the common Pretence, whether true 
or falſe, of Fettering Debtors) yet according to 
La or Reaſon they cannot, nor ought not to 
put Irons upon a Debtor, for the Priſon ought 
to be made ſtrong, or ſecure enough to detain a 
naked Man; and yet theſe Goalers have been ſo 
Impudent, eſpecially at the Counters in the City, 
in the Face of the Sun, and all the City, if they 
wou'd give themſelves the Trouble to ſee it, have 
bound, and ſet poor miſerable Debtors before 
the Goal Doors as long as they thought fit, with 
great wooden Ruffs about their Necks, ſpiked 
Irons under their Cheeks, and Chins, and have 
made themſelves Diverſion with torturing the 
unfortunate Wretches. 
Turn back to Page 101. 


Traytors, Murderers, and the worſt of Crimi- 
nals; but thoſe Immunities, or Privileges of 
Churches, is ſhowing Mercy to a great fault ; 
yet our Churches are not ſo much as Places of 
Protection for poor unfortunate Debtors, who 
miy be haPd out on the Sabbath Day, even in the 
Time of Divine Service (no Law to the contrary) 
with an Eſcape Warrant, which may be obtain'd 
on the ſingle Oath of a hir'd profligate Rogue, 
by Devils in the ſhape of Men, to ſuch a Goal as 
is the lively Emblem of Hell, and there confin'd 
and puniſh'd without Redemption. This favours 
ſo much of Barbarity, and wicked Prophanation 
of that Holy Place, that for any Thivg We 


know, tis an Extreme mote abominable in the 
fight 
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' ſight of God than the other. And tho? it may 
be ſaid, that the two Priſons, of the Fleet and 
King's Bench, have Churches in their Rules, and 
* is no danger of a Priſoners being there; 
yet this is according to the Interpretation the 
Judges will pleaſe to put on the AW; for till 
this preſent Excellent Lord Chief Juſtice, who is as 
much an Enemy to Cruelty and Oppreffion, as 
ſome of his Predeceſſors were Favourers of it, Pri- 
ſoners have been taken out of theſe very Priſons, 
or their Rules, upon Eſcape Warrants, and 
carry'd to Newgate, Marſhalſea, Counters, &c. 
Tis very hand oe a Conſcientious, and Religi- 
ous Diſſenter, who may be a very good Man, 
and Chriſtian, notwithſtanding all Uncharitable- 
neſs, and bigotted Opinions to the contrary, 
cannot, through a pious Zeal, go to his own Con- 
gregation , where he believes he can worſhip 
God Beſt, but muft in the very Act of Devoti- 
on, on a Sunday, be hurried to a worſe Goal than 
his own, tho' he really intended after the Ser- 
vice was over to return to his former Priſon, 
"Tis a great Blot on the Name and Memory 
of that Avaricious Judge (notwithſtanding all 
the fine Encomiums given him) who was the 
firſt Occaſion of the Infringement of the Sab- 
bath Day Act, who becauſe he was over-reacht 
by one Man, tho' he ſeverely puniſh'd him for 
it; yet, Haman like, wou'd carry his Reſent- 
ment ſo far, as to ruin great Part of the reſt of 
Mankind. 


Turn back to Page 113. 
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Ne. 5, Page 124. 
Formerly By what has been already ſaid, it does ſuffici. 
the Hain- ently appear, that by our ancient Laws, and 
riff was Magna Charta, that no Man's Perſon was to be 
gie Seeu- impriſon d or detain'd purely for Debt; but af- 
rity, if le ter this Encroachment upon the Liberty of a Free 


ſued any People, 45 the Law oblig'd the Plaintiff who 


brought his Action for Debt, or Damages a- 
2 ; oo gainſt any Man, to give Security to pay all Cofts 


mager if ze and Damages to the Perſon ſo ſued, if he did not 
did not prove his Debt. For is any thing more equal 
trons bis and juſt, that if I wil) bring an Action againſt a- 
Det. nother Perſon, for a real or pretended Debt, and 
ſo hold him to Bail, or elſe he muſt go to Priſon, 
that I ſhou'd give likewiſe equal Security to the 
Defendant, either to make good my Demands, 
or pay all his Coſts ; not only the Money he has 


been out of Pocket, but Loſs of Time, Damage | 


of his Impriſonment, and his Reputation; or up- 
on Default of ſuch ſufficient Security, no Perſon, 
tho? the Action was laid never ſo high, ſhou'd be 
held to any more than an Appearance ? The ſha- 


dow of this Subſtance once appear'd, by the Plain- | 


tiff's Declaration upon an Action of Debt, by 


naming John Doe, and Richard Roe, imaginary | 


Perſons, to be his Security to make good his 


Charge; and therefore tis but very equal, and 


reaſonable, that the Defendant ſhou'd give John- 
a-N okes, and Tom-a-Stiles for his Bail. But are 
We to be Rhym'd out of our Liberties ? The 
true Reaſon of this laſt Oppreſſion, and Corrup- 
tion of our Law, is, becauſe it promotes the 
Lawyers Trade; for it Men were oblig'd to give 
Security to ſtand to he Damage they did any 
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| Perſon by wrongfully ſuing him, *twould ſpoil 


all Fob Actions, and moſt vexatious Suits, which 
are the principal Gain of the Lawyers, and a pro- 
digious Profit to Bailiffs and Goalers. 

When any one complains of the Hardſhip of 
the Law, for perpetually Confining the Bodies of 
poor Debtors, who have little or nothing left to 
ſatisfie their Creditors ; and when any Applica- 
tion is made to the Houſe of Commons for a Bill 
for their Relief, tis very often ſaid, the King 
and Parliament cannot, or ought not to give a- 


way any Man's Debts. Thoſe Perſons who make 4n Objec- 
"tus giving 


Parliament gave them this Power over their Deb- Man's 


tors to throw them into a Priſon, and continue Debt to 
Releaſe an 


this Objeftion, may conſider, That what they 
call their Right, or Debt, twas the King and 


them there; and if they ſee a great Cruel 
and Inconvenience in it, they have as muc 


Power and Right to take it away as they had to anſwer'd, 


give it : *Tisnot giving away a Man's Debt where 
nothing is to be had ; but keeping them in Pri- 
ſon is nothing but empowering and gratifying 
hard hearted and cruel Men to wreck their Re- 
venge on their Fellow Chriſtians and Fellow 
Subjects, tho' they looſe by it, inſtead of getting 
any Thing. No one, as I ever heard of, pre- 
tended that any Debtor ſhould be diſcharg'd from 
his Confinement but upon giving up all he had, 
ſo that moſt Creditors had a Proſpett of getting 
ſomething, which otherwiſe muſt be ſpent in the 
Goal, of which the Goaler is the only Gainer; 
and *tis theſe Sort of hard hearted Creditors that 
are the greateſt Friends to the Goalers, tho' worſt 
of Enemies to their Neighbours and themſelves, 
far from the Chriſtian Doctrine of loving our 
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Neighbour as ones Self, or doing as we wou'd 


be done unto: So that to releaſe Debtors upon 
theſe Conditions, is fo far from giving away any 


Thing that belongs to the Creditor, that tis gi- 


ving moſt Creditors (tho? againſt their Wills) 
what they have not of themſelves the Goodneſs 


or Policy to take. 
Turn back to Page 1 24, 
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